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By Thokozane Kenneth Kunene, CPS General 
Secretary 

T 
his is an important subject, especial-
ly as the tinkhundla regime wages its 
propaganda campaign for its 2023 
parliamentary elections. The Party’s 

task in uniting and leading the oppressed people 
is a permanent one in the life of the Party. The 
Party must thus play its role even at this time 
when the talk about tinkhundla elections gains 
ground. 

We can see clearly that the majority of our 
people agree that we need to wage a struggle to 
put an end to the dictatorship and replace it with 
a democratic system with universal mass partici-
pation to ensure that a majority of our people are 
involved in decision-making in the country. This 
is the most important part of our mission today in the 
struggle for democracy. 

The struggle for democracy and freedom requires 
that there must be a clear direction. On the ground, 
there must be leadership responsibility. Daily, as com-
munists we must be able to provide leadership and be 
part of the people’s struggles. All struggles must be 
connected with the struggle for freedom. Even workers’ 
struggles must be linked with the fight against the ex-
ploitative capitalist system. 

This struggle requires intensive practical work from 
the Party. This is a responsibility. There must be some 
leadership responsibility. It cannot happen on its own. 

There is a need for all of us to work in unison to 
achieve what we want. This is part of the work related 
to strategy and tactics. We need to clarify each and eve-
ry time and on each and every moment of our struggle. 

The tinkhundla elections can only prolong the stay 
of the regime. We must make this clear from the outset. 

Our concern is also how other organisations relate to 
this subject. That is the purpose of this session, to ex-
plain the practicalities on this subject. 

The struggle must advance to achieve its objective. 
Under our “Democracy Now” campaign which the CPS 
launched in 2019, we say we must reach our goal as 
soon as possible. 

This subject on tinkhundla elections is discussed 
under the following categories: 

1. Why we say tinkhundla government is a puppet 
government 

2. Why elections under tinkhundla system can only 
produce a puppet parliament 

3. To understand the inherently undemocratic pro-
cesses that establish tinkhundla parliament, as 
well as how this process contributes to maintain-

ing the dictatorship 

4. Aspects shared by those who think we must partici-
pate in tinkhundla elections 

5. Why “Democracy Now” is the best route towards 
freedom 

6. What must be done to escalate action towards de-
mocracy and freedom 

This discussion marks the rolling up of the programme 
towards building mass defiance and rendering the system 
ungovernable. This is essential instead of participating in 
the discredited tinkhundla elections, collaborating with 
the regime to maintain it. The programme must show how 
participation in the tinkhundla elections helps prolong the 
life of the regime. 

Instead of mobilising to “outdo” the monarchy in its 
elections, we must wage a defiance campaign so that the 
regime is unable to govern, and that includes running its 
elections. 

Tinkhundla’s puppet parliament is a rubberstamp par-
liament. Even those serving are quite aware of the fact 
that its mission has nothing to do with forming and 
changing policies and laws. The national assembly, for 
instance, has members coming from constituencies but 
also others who are the king’s appointees. These appoin-
tees are deployed to monitor and crush any external influ-
ence which might sway opinion against the king. The 
House of Senate, the upper house, with the majority being 
the king’s appointees, is clearly a tool for the monarch. 

Under absolute monarchical power, the executive, leg-
islative and judicial arms of government all fall under the 
absolute control of the monarch. The judiciary can never 
pass judgment that opposes the power of the monarch. 

As such, the design of the system is not by the people 
and certainly not for the people. None can be elected by 
the system unless the individual has been properly vetted 
and accepted by the system – particularly from chiefdom 

Participating in tinkhundla sham elections 
prolongs the struggle for democracy 
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level, the first crucial level for vetting candidates to 
parliament. As such, by its nature the process of deter-
mining tinkhundla MPs is an undemocratic one. The 
campaign process itself is a process of lying to the peo-
ple. Candidates must claim that they will, for instance, 
build bridges, hospitals, roads, etc, for the people, 
knowing fully well that that responsibility does not fall 
within their powers in parliament. All the decisions are 
taken by the monarch. 

The imperialists also play a role in running the 
country, in collaboration with the monarch. They are 
beneficiaries of the monarch’s absolute power. They 
protect the regime whenever grievances are heightened 
and subsidise the monarch. They protect the dictator-
ship so that they can also 
benefit from the continued 
oppression of the people. 

International players 
who protect the regime in-
clude the European Union, 
the United States govern-
ment, the Indian govern-
ment, the Taiwanese gov-
ernment, and others. They 
do this either directly or 
indirectly through their 
agencies, be they fashioned 
on charity or other ways. Of 
course, there are other international players who may 
be private corporations, but also linked with one or 
some of these forces. 

But more people of Swaziland have become con-
scious of the fact that the puppet legislature can never 
fulfil the interests of the people. The people have opted 
to embark on struggles to demand their freedom. They 
have passed the stage of thinking that there can ever be 
laws to be used to improve their lives. They now want 
the end of the system. History has shown them this. 

The tinkhundla MPs that have joined the wagon of 
struggle were simply echoing what they already knew 
coming from the cries of the people. They were adding 
voices of the people, who were already on the streets 
protesting for their freedom. This was a sign that even 
those who had committed to serve the absolute mon-
arch were then jumping ship. Even those who were 
serving the system were abandoning or turning against 
the system. That is how struggles develop. When the 
struggle reaches high points, even the regime’s servants 
start turning against a system they committed to serve. 
The system has now become more vulnerable than ev-
er. 

The system no longer has value even for many of its 
committed worshippers. It has been outsmarted by the 
consciousness and activism of the people. The puppet 
system has become unpopular across the world. These 
are some of the gains that have been made over time. 

The people refuse to go back again and reinforce the 
system by participating in tinkhundla elections. We 
must tell the truth to the people and not mislead them 
about the role of tinkhundla parliament. The regime has 
used the army to defend itself. The people can no long-

er be tamed. The regime relies on its bullets and prisons 
in its attempts to crush the people’s resistance. This is the 
last resort for the regime: the power of the military and 
power of the security agencies. Even the courts are now 
unable to defend the system. 

We thus need to understand that these are key gains of 
the struggle, and they must not be reversed by misleading 
the people to jump back into tinkhundla elections. 

We need to promote democratic practices among our 
people. Our people must be organised in communities, on 
a level that they can define self-governance, to assimilate 
the future that we want to build. We need structures of 
self-governance and not be integrated into an oppressive 

system, the tinkhundla sys-
tem. 

Any representative must be 
part of community com-
mittees. They must come 
from the people and be 
accountable to the people. 
The people must be the 
ones to determine the fu-
ture they want. 

The regime has tried to use 
money donated by Taiwan 
to throw donations to the 
people, but the people have 

rejected the system. They tried to give food parcels to the 
people, but the trick failed. 

We must not allow any of the enemy’s hands to find 
space within the people, to stamp upon the people. It will 
be as good as betraying the struggle and reversing the 
gains made thus far. This a principled position that the 
CPS has made. 

Participating in the elections will only prolong the dic-
tatorship. There must be practical attempts to push the 
enemy to the deeper end for its collapse. 

What practical things we need to do 

Tinkhundla is desperate to have its elections. Howev-
er, another reality is that the regime does not have the 
resources to efficiently run its elections. Nonetheless, it is 
mobilising and lobbying within the mass democratic 
movement to help it raise these resources. It needs mem-
bers within the progressive movement to participate, and 
thus help the regime raise the necessary resources it needs 
– mainly international funding. To raise these funds, it 
needs to first weaken the pressure coming from the mass 
democratic movement. The regime knows that opportun-
ism exists within the democratic movement. Only oppor-
tunism can inspire joining tinkhundla parliamentary elec-
tions. 

Running the military is also too costly for the regime. 
The military does not offer any possible monetary injec-
tion. As such, the regime needs to be relieved from its 
military expenditure if it is to successfully fund its elec-
tions programme. If the regime is unable to maintain its 
parliamentary system, it will be unable to source more 
funds, particularly from abroad. On the other hand, if the 
people intensify their resistance, the regime will be forced 

“Tinkhundla elections can only divide the 

fighting forces. We must deny the regime any 

advantage in this regard. If we allow Mswati 

to have his elections, he will be strengthened 

even in the international institutions where 

Swaziland affiliates, particularly SADC. The 

people would have lost both in Swaziland 

and in the international arena.” 
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to stretch itself further in terms of military expenditure, 
and thus weaken itself. 

We need to also deal with the regime’s networks. 
Some of these networks are international. We need to 
lobby against the regime in these international institu-
tions, whether SADC, Pan African Parliament, etc. 
They must be cut off from networking. 

We must increase the level of ungovernability. This 
will also exert pressure upon those in the current gov-
ernment – ministers, MPs, etc. They must be forced to 
resign from serving the regime. International institu-
tions must find it impossible to work with the autocra-
cy. The regime must be isolated. Cutting off the 
regime’s network will weaken the system towards its 
overthrow. 

But how about those who still want to lobby for par-
liamentary seats and “fight from within”? 

As things stand, it is impractical to overthrow the 
system from within, that is from within its parliament. 
Parliament is a platform of the dictator to mobilise the 
people towards its own line of march. Taking part in 
these elections literally means helping the system to 
mobilise the people for its rule. The “fight from within” 
tactic is therefore influenced by shallow understanding 
of the system. We must make the majority of our peo-
ple understand the correct strategy and tactics. The peo-
ple must not be hoodwinked into legitimising an other-
wise illegitimate regime by participating in tinkhundla 
elections and thus reinforce its already destroyed arm 
of influence. The regime has drastically lost support 
from the people and is now left with its military capaci-
ty. 

The people have lost faith even with the judicial 
system. As things stand, the law of Swaziland is the 
law of the gun, which is in the control of the oppressor. 
The people know that they have no chance of having 
success in the courts under the current law. The judici-
ary is literally powerless to protect human rights. 

Our struggle does not demand retreat. It needs gal-
vanising. It must be intensified. We need the relevant 
tactics and not a retreat. Instead of giving the regime 
unwarranted advantages, let us focus on where our 
strengths are. We must not even consider a retreat from 
this stage. The majority of the people have pronounced 
time and again that they are ready to fight for the free-
dom of their country. They have reached the point 
where they have lost so much that they now have noth-
ing to lose but their chains and gain freedom. It is part 
and parcel of our mission to unite the forces, direct the 
struggle along the correct strategy and tactics. 

Tinkhundla elections can only divide the fighting 
forces. We must deny the regime any advantage in this 
regard. If we allow Mswati to have his elections, he 
will be strengthened even in the international institu-
tions where Swaziland affiliates, particularly SADC. 
The people would have lost both in Swaziland and in 
the international arena. 

The correct strategy is about dismantling the dicta-
torship completely. The correct tactic is about render-
ing the country ungovernable and collapsing it. But 

how do we ensure the latter? By weakening its capacity 
and strengthening our forces and winning support from 
our people. If we combine all these efforts, it will unite 
the oppressed people into action. Only common efforts 
and common action will collapse the regime which is al-
ready vulnerable. 

The regime continues to commit mistakes. Let us ad-
vance until we cease power. If we allow tinkhundla elec-
tions, we will be automatically allowing the regime five 
more years of legitimacy. 

Let us not betray the people! 

Let us render the country ungovernable! 

Advance the defiance campaign! 

Sabotage, sabotage, sabotage! 

-- 

Comrade Thokozane Kenneth Kunene serves as the Gen-
eral Secretary of the Communist Party of Swaziland. This 
is an abridged version of his presentation made on 13 
May 2022, in a discussion under the title Participating in 
tinkhundla sham elections prolongs the struggle for de-
mocracy streamed live on CPS media platforms. 

-- 

Transcribed by Pius Vilakati 

    LICINISO 
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By Pius Vilakati 

5 
4 years! That is how long the people of 
Swaziland have lived under royal suprema-
cy. That is how long the royal family has 
enjoyed independence while the majority of 

the population languished in poverty with no independ-
ence to talk about. 

Over the decades, when the royal family and the 
government spoke about how Swaziland has enjoyed 
“peace and stability,” they, in fact, were speaking about 
how the royal family and its stooges have peacefully 
enjoyed the country’s wealth, a product of the blood 
and sweat of the people, without much disturbance. 
That is their “peace and stability”! Pillage and murder 
have been their game to ensure both gains! 

The period between 20 April 1967 and 12 April 
1973 may have been a period of hope for the people in 
so far as democratic participation is concerned, but, as 
history shows, the country was under the monarch’s 
firm control, with Sobhuza’s party, supported by white 
settler capital, holding 100 percent of the parliamentary 
seats. On paper, therefore, the country was a multiparty 
democracy, retaining the institution of the monarch, but 
in essence it was an absolute monarchy, not least be-
cause of the entire land and natural resources – and by 
extension the economy – vesting on the monarch. 

Absolute monarchy rule in Swaziland cannot be un-
derstood without understanding capitalism as well as its 
history as it was imposed through the policy of coloni-
alism. This is because the monarch as it stands today is 
a creation of British colonialism – indeed as many other 
African states. 

As such, for us to draw lessons from our circum-
stances as well as our struggle, we need to evaluate the 
role of both capitalism in its imperialist stage as well as 
feudalism in the subjugation of the people of Swazi-

land. 

The late 19th and early 20th centuries were important 
epochs in the making of the absolute monarchy. 
They were directly connected to the constitution-
making process of the 1960s. These epochs help us 
understand how Sobhuza II and the royal family 
connived with both the British and apartheid re-
gimes to build power around himself and the royal 
family while at one and the same time presenting 
the façade of an indigenous African “benevolent” 
leader who had great wishes for the people. 

The late 19th century was characterised by the par-
celling out of land by king Mbandzeni through con-
cessions – some also refer to this in the SiSwati 
word “emakhotsiso.” These were rights given to 
white settlers, particularly Afrikaner farmers, for 
periods of about six months in a year. 

After the Anglo-Boer War (1899–1902), the British 
emerged victorious and took effective control over Swazi-
land. By that time, most Swazi land had been conces-
sioned out to the Afrikaners. Already, there were grum-
blings among the Swazis with regard to the land question. 

The Land Proclamation Act of 1907 effectively mus-
cled out Swazis from the land. It limited the majority, the 
Swazis to only one third of the land, Swazi Nation Land. 
Two-thirds were concessions, ostensibly capable of con-
version to title deeds. 

The move to buy back the land during the regency of 
queen Labotsibeni was premised on tightening the royal 
family’s control over the land. She mobilised money from 
the people apparently to buy back the land. This land 
would be under the control of the monarch though the 
chiefs in the communities.  

At that time, the population being largely peasantry, 
the consciousness of the people had not reached proletari-
an consciousness. The royal family was thus able to 
strengthen its control over them. But the people’s con-
sciousness was increasingly moving away from peasant 
consciousness towards proletarian consciousness as capi-
talism spread, but also as Swazis were pushed to assume 
work in the farms and mines, mainly in South Africa. 

Tracing the question of British control over Swazi-
land, and thus how they chose the Dlamini monarchy to 
assume total control necessitates that we briefly trace the 
history of land control in Swaziland during precolonial 
and colonial times. 

It is important to understand that when the colonialists 
took over Swaziland, they already found a system of pro-
duction based on unequal relations to production, as Rich-
ard Levin shows in his book When the Sleeping Grass 
Awakens. Levin shows that in the precolonial era access 
to land was secured through clan membership and 
through allegiance ordinary clan members paid to chiefs. 
The control that the aristocrats and chiefs wielded over 

Swaziland’s 6 September 1968 Sham Independence 

and Lessons for Today: Fight for Total Freedom! 
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the land was transformed into a relation of production 
through which they maintained their dominance over 
their subjects. 

Thus, as shown in Liciniso Issue 15: The Roots of 
the 2021 Uprising, the stronger clans wielded control 
over the land while the smaller and weaker ones had no 
choice but to pledge allegiance to the stronger. This is 
how the stronger Dlamini clan wielded its power over 
the rest of the clans, and at the point of colonialism it 
was a dominant force. 

Typical of colonial regimes, the Swazi people were 
tossed around, from the Afrikaners to the British, all 
without the Swazi people’s consent. From 1884 the 
Afrikaners took Swaziland as a protectorate, and after 
the Anglo-Boer War, the British took over the land. 
The British had decided, without the Swazi people’s 
input or consent, that at a later stage they would hand 
Swaziland over to South Africa. 

With the passage of time, particularly from 1907, 
the Swazi royal family under-
stood that for them to be the 
most dominant indigenous 
grouping they had to align 
with British capital. To assert 
their dominance over the land, 
they decided to operate by fol-
lowing capitalist relations, 
asserting themselves as the 
new indigenous capitalist 
power while at one and the 
same time controlling the people in a feudalist manner. 

The adaptation of foreign capital in Swaziland took 
various forms. These included land dispossessions, 
forced labour, imposition of levies by both the British 
colonial regime and the Swazi royal family. Thus, the 
road to foreign capital’s adaptation in Swaziland in-
cluded collaboration between the colonising power and 
the local ruling class, the royal family, on the question 
of the exploitation of both land and labour power. 

In this alliance, the indigenous ruling class had to 
guarantee that the people of Swaziland, males at first, 
would be dispatched to the mines and farms to work for 
British and Afrikaner capital. In return, the Dlamini 
dynasty became the only recognised ruling family in 
Swaziland despite the existence of other families with 
similar claims. 

Consequent to this alliance with the settlers, the 
people of Swaziland were dispossessed of their land, 
forced to pay various taxes (poll tax, hut tax, dog tax, 
etc). 

For the royal family, land provided both a material 
basis of power and control over the people, as well as 
the material basis of accumulation. Through this power, 
numerous monetary levies were imposed on the people 
(Levin). 

The people of Swaziland did not take these imposi-
tions lying down, however. Their frustrations mounted, 
and they began to dodge their obligations. In extreme 
cases, people retired into hiding in the mountains to 
avoid royal collectors. Over time, the people began to 

see the royal family as an ally of the British colonialists. 

By the 1940s, proletarian consciousness was rising 
along with Swaziland’s commercial economy premised 
on capitalist production. As white settler capital collabo-
rated with the royal family, the people were pushed to the 
periphery, with evictions happening without compensa-
tion. 

Besides the economic and political alliances between 
the Dlamini monarchy and the British, there were other 
key laws through which their alliance manifested itself. 
Among these were the endorsement of powers of chiefs 
through the Swazi Native Administration Act of 1950 in 
the rural areas (Swazi Nation Land). This law formed the 
heart of the repressive regime which facilitated forced 
labour, forced contributions and forced removals. 

With the power that they accumulated over the years 
in the colonial era, the aristocracy and chiefs were well 
placed to engage in commodity production given their 
control over land allocation. 

The royal family also ac-
quired a major stake 
through the Colonial De-
velopment Corporation 
(CDC). The CDC acquired 
about 100,000 acres of 
land to set up the Usuthu 
Forest deal. This acquisi-
tion, as many others be-
fore, was through the evic-
tion of the people. Foreign 

investment was thus contingent upon the removal, evic-
tion and resettlement of Swazi peasant families, and this 
occurred with the direct participation of the royal family. 

The 1963-64 workers’ strikes and wave of labour mili-
tancy which swept through all the main centres where 
multinational capital was located and then spread into the 
capital Mbabane also alarmed the British and the Swazi 
royal family. According to John Daniels, both the coloni-
al state and the royal family co-operated to crush the 
worker challenge. Sobhuza's decisive anti-strike position 
impressed the foreign bourgeoisie. In this context, foreign 
capital came to realise that support for the traditional rul-
ers was in the best interests of capital. 

Due to the collaboration between the two forces, the 
Swazi royal family entered the 1960s as the single most 
powerful and coherent indigenous group. 

The collaboration between the aristocracy and the 
British colonial regime continued even during the drafting 
of the Swaziland Independence Bill. The Bill was chiefly 
drafted by the British. That way, the British would still 
have a say in the economy of the country, particularly the 
land question. In the reading of the Bill, the Secretary of 
State for Commonwealth Affairs, Mr George Thomson, 
commented, “One cannot think of the economic develop-
ment of Swaziland without considering the Common-
wealth Development Corporation… The greatest potential 
for general economic development, however, still lies 
with agriculture.” 

The drafting of the constitution, therefore, was still 
linked with the prospects of British control even post-

“Today the tinkhundla autocracy presents itself as 
truly African, the system as autochthonous or, put 
simply, homegrown. It thus relies on a great deal 
of phrase-mongering to appear truly African... 
The facts of history show something different, 
however. The tinkhundla system is nothing but a 
capitalist system with feudalist elements, the royal 
family being a puppet of imperialism.” 

https://cp-swa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/liciniso-issue-15-publication.pdf
https://cp-swa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/liciniso-issue-15-publication.pdf
https://api.parliament.uk/historic-hansard/commons/1968/jul/05/swaziland-independence-bill
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independence. 

When the CDC was merging Mhlume and Simunye, 
they also gave sweet deals to the royal family “in trust 
for the nation.” 

One of the consequences of British and royal family 
collaboration was the 1968 constitution which, on the 
one hand, guaranteed fundamental human rights in a 
codified Bill of Rights, and, on the other, gave absolute 
control of the land to the monarchy. Before 1968, the 
question of the land was discussed extensively under 
what was known as the “Swaziland Independence Con-
ference.” The likes of NNLC and some other indige-
nous political parties argued that the land and mineral 
resources must be returned to the people. The biggest 
voices, however, came from the whites who argued that 
the resources must be vested in the monarch. 

Chapter VIII of the 1968 constitution stated that 
“All land which is vested in the Ngwenyama in trust for 
the Swazi nation shall continue so to vest subject to the 
provision of this constitution.” A similar clause gave 
the king exclusive rights to mineral resources discov-
ered after the promulgation of the constitution. Clearly, 
the concept of capital resources being “held in trust for 
the nation” by the king was a colonial creation pro-
duced through a constitutional settlement of the nation-
al question in Swaziland. 

Despite such wide powers, however, Sobhuza was 
still unhappy that the constitution limited his powers. 
He always wished to establish himself as an absolute 
monarch. When the British officially left Swaziland, 
the Dlamini dynasty had firmly entrenched its power; 
both political and economic. Their next allies would be 
the South African apartheid regime. 

Tibiyo was established in 1968 by Sobhuza II fol-
lowing the re-investment of mineral rights to the king 
“in trust for the nation”. Notably, Tibiyo were given 
shares that they did not even pay for – as part of the 
British stipend to the royal family. And this culture still 
continues today. See, for instance, how MTN donated 
shares to Mswati in order to protect its monopoly. 

One of the most interesting things about Tibiyo is 
that it was formed by a Royal Charter, not by normal 
Act of Parliament. This is the only time such ever hap-
pened. What this means is that parliament cannot even 
call upon Tibiyo to account. This is one of the reasons 
the Communist Party of Swaziland continues to argue 
that tinkhundla elections, which elect a puppet parlia-
ment, are aimed at nothing but entrenching the powers 
of the absolute monarch. As such, our role is to contin-
ue to mobilise the masses to boycott the elections and 
overthrow the regime. Those who mobilise the masses 
to go and queue in tinkhundla elections, so that they 
help Mswati to fill his puppet house called 
“parliament,” are helping to sustain the system. Nay 
more, they are part of the system! 

Tibiyo embarked on a strategy of joint investment 
with foreign companies and the acquisition of shares in 
major companies. Loan arrangements with potential 
foreign investment partners were secured, and negotia-
tions involving UN and Commonwealth-backed legal 
assistance, led to the clinching of deals in companies 

such as Lonrho, Turner and Newall, and Spa Holdings 
(Levin). 

The media house, New Frame, presents one example 
of the power of the monarch today which emanates from 
British colonialism – The Vuvulane evictions story. New 
Frame recalls that in 1958, 10 years before Swazi inde-
pendence, the British empire’s Commonwealth Develop-
ment Corporation acquired the title to Farm 860 in 
Vuvulane, an area in the north-east of Swaziland not far 
from the Mozambique border. On this land, green with 
sugarcane fields stretching for kilometres, impoverished 
farmers, whose homesteads were old and crumbling, 
stayed in defiance of numerous eviction orders and all 
sorts of abuse from the Royal Swaziland Sugar Corpora-
tion. The RSSC company is owned by the king through 
Tibiyo. 

In 1962, a settlement scheme for farmers called 
Vuvulane Irrigated Farms was established. The best farm-
ers from all over the country were invited to apply for 
small holdings. Each would be allocated eight acres of 
land on which to grow sugarcane. Applicants had to be 
citizens of Swaziland, healthy, of good character and 
willing to make their home at Vuvulane. Married men 
with families were preferred. 

By 1972, the number of established families in the 
area had increased to about 197 homesteads. They came 
from all corners of Swaziland. Upon joining the settle-
ment scheme, farmers obtained leasehold titles to their 
land, with the understanding that after 20 years, owner-
ship would revert to them. 

The Vuvulane scheme was initially billed as a training 
mission. But people still had homes back where they 
came from and could not commit fully to commercial 
farming. The CDC thus told people to move permanently, 
promising to give them the land after some years, for 
them to own fully. 

“We worked hard for this land. We knew that the Eng-
lish [people] would leave the land to us … And, indeed, 
when they were leaving, they told us that ownership of, 
and responsibility for, the land would fall on us now. 
Even the late King Sobhuza II called us and said, 
‘[Vuvulane farmers], [this] is your land now. I have spo-
ken to the English,” Mphisi Dlamini (84) who had been a 
Vuvulane farmer since 1963 told New Frame. 

Sobhuza’s 1973 proclamation dashed all hopes of the 
people, especially on land and natural resources, includ-
ing water, as well as prospects for self and national devel-
opment. The people officially became mere subjects. 

It must be remembered that the South African apart-
heid government fully endorsed the 1973 coup. The Swa-
zi monarch did not pose any threat to apartheid South Af-
rica. This is why the apartheid regime firmly supported 
Sobhuza’s abrogation of the independence constitution 
and the banning of political parties as well as the assump-
tion of supreme power. 

The ever-growing friendship between apartheid South 
Africa and Sobhuza led to the Pretoria Accord, signed 
between the two countries in February 1982. This was a 
secretly-signed non-aggression pact. This pact, it was 
claimed, bound each nation not to allow its territory to be 

https://www.nytimes.com/1984/04/01/world/82-south-african-swazi-pact-disclosed.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1984/04/01/world/82-south-african-swazi-pact-disclosed.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1984/04/01/world/82-south-african-swazi-pact-disclosed.html
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used by guerrillas against the other. It allowed each 
nation to seek military assistance from the other if 
threatened by ''terrorism, insurgency and subversion.'' 
In essence, the pact meant that Swaziland would not 
allow the South African liberation movement to set up 
bases in Swaziland and that South African exiles would 
not find a safe haven in Swaziland. In addition, Swazi-
land would play a collaborative role in the illegal ab-
duction of South African liberation fighters into South 
Africa, in complete violation of international law. 
These illegal acts were exposed in the State v Ebrahim 
court case [1991(2) SA 553 (A)], a locus classicus on 
extradition law. 

Analysing the Swazi economy in 1982, John Dan-
iels described Swaziland’s economy as an exporter of 
primary commodities and raw materials, a supplier of 
cheap labour to both the local enclaves of foreign capi-
tal as well as to an external market, and an importer of 
manufactured goods. One of the results of this situation 
included the subordination of the indigenous Swazi 
community to foreign capital. 

It must be remembered that, apart from the pro-
Western stance of the Swazi government, British and 
South African capital dominated certain sectors of the 
Swazi economy up to 1968. After independence, how-
ever, South Africa became the main economic partner 
of Swaziland, supplying the country with more than 95 
per cent of its imports by way of a freight haulage sys-
tem operated by South African Railways. The growth 
in the manufacturing and mercantile sectors was driven 
mainly by South African capital. 

During the 1980s, Swaziland made financial gains 
from certain South African businesses that used Swazi 
territory as a transhipment point to circumvent interna-
tional sanctions on South Africa. The royal family’s 
complete control over the land and politics of the coun-
try meant that it always stood at a far better advantage 
to trade with external forces. 

Today the tinkhundla autocracy presents itself as 
truly African, the system as autochthonous or, put 
simply, homegrown. It thus relies on a great deal of 
phrase-mongering to appear truly African. In turn, 
some uncritical African commentators have clung on 
this fable and went on to express their support for the 
tinkhundla system, whether by supporting so-called 
Swazi “culture” as presented by Mswati’s family or 
other traditions. The facts of history show something 
different, however. The tinkhundla system is nothing 
but a capitalist system with feudalist elements, the royal 
family being a puppet of imperialism. 

The system has its propagandists. This should give 
us lessons. For instance, historian Hlengiwe Dlamini, a 
relative of the royal family, attempted in her book to 
establish a relationship between despotism and benevo-
lence, claiming that Sobhuza was a monarch with a 
“human face” and “heart”. She claims, “Although the 
coup gave King Sobhuza II absolute powers, he hardly 
abused them; he functioned more as a benevolent des-
pot than a tyrant and blood thirsty monster, unlike some 
of his African contemporaries.” 

This is nonsense! Sobhuza unleashed a system 

which has overseen the social murder of the people of 
Swaziland. This was in addition to the defence of the sys-
tem through military means, arresting dissenters, torturing 
and killing them, arbitrarily evicting families without 
compensation, forcing many into exile, among many 
crimes against the people. 

Sobhuza’s assumption of executive, legislative and 
judicial powers translated to the deepening impoverish-
ment of the people, crimes against the people without any 
hope for justice in the courts. The judiciary – along with 
the entire court system – is firmly under the monarch’s 
control. The system always favours the royal family and 
protects its interests. 

In truth, therefore, the 54 years since Swaziland’s in-
dependence from British rule has been 54 years of free-
dom for the royal family and 54 years of subjugation of 
the people. The people’s freedom is still to be realised 
through a revolution which must overthrow the entire in-
stitution of the monarch, replace it with a democratic re-
public premised on people’s power towards socialism. 
The new democratic Swaziland must also assert its sover-
eignty and be free from imperialist control, unlike the 
situation today. 

The Communist Party of Swaziland has been running 
community rallies as part of grassroots-based mobilisa-
tion. The Party aims to organise the people to be their 
own agents of change, to not wait for a “messiah” who 
would come and “save” them from tinkhundla tyranny. 
The establishment of people’s power must begin now 
with the active involvement of the people in the revolu-
tion. 

Democracy Now! 
-- 

Pius Vilakati is the International Secretary of the Com-
munist Party of Swaziland. This article was prepared for 
his presentation which was held on Monday 5 September 
2022. 
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By Thokozane Kenneth Kunene 

T 
he essence of this engagement presents 
three important tasks before us: 

1. To share some analyses on the pro-
gress of our struggle 

2. To discuss the challenges of our struggle 

3. To discuss the tasks ahead 

It is important to go through this discussion particu-
larly within the moment we are in, in our struggle. 

But before everything, we need to understand the 
progress we are talking about. When we speak of 
“progress,” what progress are we talking about, and 
what is the nature of our struggle? That is, we need to 
understand the nature of our struggle. 

We are fighting for freedom and democracy against 
an autocratic system known as “tinkhundla.” This is a 
capitalist system that is feudalistic in character. It has 
its own complexities that we have characterised as a 
combination of the characteristics of these two kinds of 
formations: imperialism or capitalism as a system, on 
the one hand, and also of feudalism, on the other. This 
is the system of tinkhundla. It is oppressive and exploi-
tative. 

Therefore, we need to end this system and create a 
completely new society. Our democracy and freedom 
will end this oppression and create a completely new 
society. 

One of the known features of imperialism is its bul-
ly tendency. No matter how the people cry about pov-
erty, underdevelopment, oppression, and exploitation, 
imperialism will always say this is necessary because 

for the survival of the class in power, there is always a 
need to oppress the other class which constitutes the ma-
jority – the working class – and leave those conditions 
intact. As such, whatever the cries of our people, the so-
called “international community,” controlled by the impe-
rialists, will always turn a blind eye and go on to seek 
ways to maintain this imperialistic arrangement. 

Sometimes imperialism may reform or make few 
changes to accommodate its interests, but never with the 
intention to give the people the complete freedom they 
want. As such, no matter the cries of the people, there 
will be no answer. 

Additionally, imperialism will always find a way of 
silencing the people’s voices and cries. The cries mean 
nothing to imperialism’s interests. 

This is the arrogance of capitalism, today in its imperi-
alist stage. The capitalists are insensitive to the people’s 
cries. In the main, what is too sensitive to the people is 
the human rights violation. This makes no sense to capi-
talism or imperialism. 

We also need to pay attention to the arrogance of feu-
dalism (monarchical rule). Mswati and his family will 
always preserve a status of no conditions for change. 
Whatever the outcries raised, they will always rubbish the 
people’s cries with arrogance. This arrogance has not 
changed, and when it is combined with the bullish 
tendencies of capitalism, we then see the environment of 
our struggle to be more influenced by the attitude and 
mentality of the ruling class, the autocratic system. We 
need to have clarity on that, because we need to find a 
way out, against these tendencies. 

The cries raised by the people about our country need 
specific attention. Our people have moved beyond the cry 

ORGANISE THE MASS MOVEMENT 

FOR 

TOTAL LIBERATION 

“We need to ensure that there 
is no comfort for the regime. 
They must wander until they 
have depleted their resources, 
until their forces are exhaust-
ed. We must temper with their 
sources of comfort, including 
the palaces as a source of their 
comfort. We must know and 
understand their tactics.” 
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against poverty and underdevelopment. They are now 
crying out for total freedom and democracy. But we see 
that the regime’s attitude has not changed. We can see 
the tendencies of the regime. 

This can only be changed by the development of a 
revolutionary attitude towards our conditions. By this 
we mean, first and foremost, clarity over the objectives 
we need to achieve, the democracy and its perimeters 
and what they mean to us, and how they come about. 

They mean to us a complete change of the present 
status quo. Power relations must change, including 
questions related to who controls the state, how the 
economy must be organised as well as how we share 
our economy and the social life of our people. Organi-
sation of the economy means production and distribu-
tion of the fruits of production – including how we 
share our wealth and economy with the world. It must 
also have a clear picture about the social life of our 
people. This is the context and content at which the 
revolution is being intensified. 

This can only come when we have overthrown the 
current system. There must be a movement or organisa-
tion of the oppressed people premised on the complete 
overthrow of the system. 

There is no change that can come in our country 
without a revolution or complete overturn of these three 
categories of social situation. In essence, it means we 
must be radical in the method in which we define our-
selves within the oppressive system. We must define 
our method in our own way. 

Defiance must also create forms on how it is being 
organised. We have seen how protests and pickets have 
been dealt with by the regime. Arrogance and bully 
tendencies are what we have observed. As such, mili-
tancy is important in this regard. Militancy has influ-
enced youth activism in our country, and these are very 
important aspects in our struggle. They summarise our 
mentality and attitude against the system and towards 
what we want to achieve. 

These are very important aspects, and this is how in 
the whole process of building and organising the move-
ment of the oppressed people, we must achieve in a 
systematic way through a more organised process of 
mass mobilisation, consciousness building and estab-
lishment of forces to propel this mission to the end. 

Therefore, when you look at how progress has been 
made, to measure whether there is progress in our 
struggle. 

Our struggle also requires some element of under-
standing. 

Part of the assessment is the fact that our struggle 
has taken long. We have to systematically measure pro-
gress, or lack thereof. This length has been character-
ised by many low ebbs, and sometimes extremely low 
ebbs than necessary of our struggle. 

But we need a positive spiral of our struggle. And 
we need to understand how we behave when our strug-
gle has a high ebb and when it has a low ebb. 

When the regime is in a defensive position, and weak, 
it can be defeated. When our struggle is at a low ebb, the 
regime takes some time to relax and rest. This is a natural 
process, a natural process of struggle. We must thus be 
able to measure our progress in this way. 

Where, in practical terms, are the struggles being 
waged? Online in the social platforms, in our social life 
where we stay, in the industries where workers are, in our 
communities, etc? 

Those theatres of struggle must form a part and parcel 
of the assessment of progress. 

Areas of struggle can be determined into two major 
characteristics: areas in which the regime has created for 
its own comfort, its main base area of endurance, and lux-
ury and crime, when all the fruits of exploitation are 
hoarded to their own tranquillity. 

Areas of struggle also define where our people are 
living in, where poverty, disease, underdevelopment grind 
our people. Those important theatres must be considered 
and recognised when you look at how we are progressing.  

So many of these factors come into play in so far as 
how the forces involved in the struggle connect with each 
other, and what the trends of connection being developed 
are. This means in practical terms we must understand the 
parameters in which we create these connections and in-
terlinkages of the struggles of the people and their for-
mations and organisations, as well as their fulfilment of 
what practically defines organised unity of the oppressed 
people in their daily struggles. 

That is how progress, or lack of progress, can be 
measured. 

Is the objective of the struggle clear in all aspects of 
our activism? Are we able to connect the people to under-
stand what we are fighting for? There must always be 
clarity in the objectives of our struggle. The people must 
understand that they must wage a struggle to defeat a sys-
tem of oppression and build a democratic system. 

All the oppressed people must be elevated to this level 
of understanding. That way we will have understood that 
our struggle has enjoyed progress because the masses of 
our people in their daily lives remind each other that to-
day we are living to wage a relentless struggle to end a 
system of oppression, to bring about democracy, to have a 
good life for ourselves and our country. 

We also have to understand that our people must be 
oriented on methods of struggles, distinguishing between 
non-objective activism and objective activism. 

What do we need to do to be able to separate between 
one route and the other? One road may seem easy and 
attractive but lead us to achieving nothing. But if there are 
mountains to be climbed, and we climb these mountains, 
though difficult, we may be able to find ourselves reach-
ing the summit and achieving our goals. As such, there is 
a need for an attitude that must be understood by the 
masses. The masses must be able to see the gains of our 
struggle. As such, we need to bring clarity to all the mass-
es of our struggle. 

We must also relate with our weaknesses in the same 
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way that we relate with our strengths. Our weaknesses 
are part and parcel of understanding about shaping our 
progress. 

For the overthrow of the system, our strengths must 
be maximised, otherwise we will not achieve victory. 
Weaknesses and gaps must be spotted, with the aim of 
overcoming them. 

We need to also understand that the regime must be 
assessed and thoroughly analysed. Is it, today, in a po-
sition of strength or weakness? Our aim must be to 
keep the system in a position of weakness. When it is 
weak, it will be exhausted, when it is exhausted it will 
lapse. And when it lapses, it will be then that we will 
triumph. 

Therefore, our daily action must also be to recognise 
that we are in a systematic process of depleting any 
strength, efforts and capabilities of the regime on a dai-
ly basis. Our aim of the struggle must guide us where 
we are going. We must never, as we fight the regime, 
boost the regime, give it advantages and strengths. 

We need to categorically state and respond to our-
selves along those practical conditions. 

We need to ensure that the support base of the strug-
gle is well nurtured. This is an important asset of pro-
gress. Often the regime uses food packages to donate to 
the poor masses, abusing them for its gains, taking ad-
vantage of their vulnerability. They treat our people 
like farm animals. If we do the same things as the re-
gime does, it will mean that we do not respect the base 
of our struggle. 

We must thus also gauge the stage when the base is 
fertile to wage a revolution to make us all achieve what 
we seek to achieve. 

We must also promote discipline in the movement. 
The new society that we seek to build must have its 
own conduct, completely different from the current so-
ciety under the backward system. We must remember 
that we seek to build a completely new society. We 
must build this system today as we fight. 

We must organise ourselves in a collective way. The 
disciplined unity of the oppressed people must be 
strengthened and promoted. Democracy is a lifestyle 
which defines conduct, and we need to abide by it, un-
derstanding that it has its own magnitudes, based on 
how much that society is organised. Our democracy 
must be that which supports collective achievements, 
collective lifestyle, and so on. As such, the end of pov-
erty, underdevelopment, etc, must be due to our own 
efforts. This demands strict discipline. 

Unity can only come when we share common as-
pects of discipline. Others use the concept that we may 
unite in diversity, acknowledging that in the course of 
our different views there are underlying patterns that 
we need to convince each other through engagements 
and re-engagements. 

In the course of our progress, the movement must be 
defended. All gains must be defended and consolidated 
by the definition of the new phase we enter into. We 
have nothing to celebrate when we have only a few 

achievements, but we need to use those achievements to 
think and plan for the next struggles to engage on, for us 
to reach where we wish to reach. 

This movement must also be protected against ele-
ments who think that they have achieved what they 
sought to achieve. The movement should also be protect-
ed from external attacks. We must capacitate the move-
ment to protect itself from such external attacks. This 
needs proper planning and coordination of the struggle. 
The only way this movement can be protected is in its 
own daily activities. 

The trade union, for instance, fights for better wages. 
The workers are aware that better wages today do not 
necessarily mean better wages tomorrow. But what do we 
do with the better wages achieved today to advance the 
next stage of the other struggles? The fight for better 
wages helps workers to unite but also understand that this 
weapon must always be sharp and take them to the next 
struggles. 

Tinkhundla uses the divide and rule strategy, like all 
other oppressive systems. But it has united itself to fulfil 
this objective. As such, we must safeguard our own unity. 

The movement has grown. There is great progress in 
the struggle. The regime is in a defensive position. Our 
people have risen up and are learning every day. Our peo-
ple are preoccupied with the struggle, concerning them-
selves with the victory of the struggle. 

The youth, to the level of toddlers, are aware that our 
country is in a struggle. 

The older generation has also stood up to correct mis-
takes of the past. They now refuse to remain docile, 
among others. These are achievements, showing that the 
oppressed people have risen up against the dictatorship, 
and they are daily navigating ways of achieving victory. 

But there are those among our own society who al-
ways want to be seen to be praise singers of progress, be-
coming vulnerable when the struggle hits its low ebbs, to 
be the ones to promote defeatist tendencies, defeating our 
momentum. These often speak the loudest but never in-
volve themselves in action. They are mere spectators of 
the struggle. The tendency of praise singers is that when 
the struggle hits low ebbs, they are always the first to 
jump ship and go to be on the side of the regime. They 
protect themselves from the system. They join entertain-
ment clubs even when our people are weeping, drowning 
in blood spilt by the regime. Some resort to hiding in the 
church. 

Those kinds of tendencies are what the regime has 
planted over the years. And this is how the regime also 
lulls the masses: through art, culture and religion, among 
other tricks. These are the gaps we need to close. 

The only important aspect of our momentum is when 
the oppressed people speak clearly that they live for free-
dom in our country, to create democracy. All daily activi-
ties of the people must be in the context of building to-
wards democracy. This is the people’s common goal. 

It is therefore defeating to divert the people away 
from the goal of democracy. We cannot be seen to be 
entertaining self-defeating tendencies and attitudes, 
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presented in the main by people who are ignorant 
about the realities of our times. 

Communities are already enjoying a status where 
they can define and develop leaders among themselves 
and can organise struggles on their own. They are de-
termined to present themselves as a force, to contribute 
to this course of action. We have seen this activism 
growing throughout the country. We have seen every 
matter in our society being handled by the people. 

But, of course, there are still gaps, and we must do 
more. We still need to coordinate, community by com-
munity, activism that defines something common to the 
entire country. This activism must lead to national ac-
tion. When people are being evicted in one area, those 
struggles must not be seen as exclusively for that par-
ticular area. Other people are being evicted in other 
areas. Let the struggles against eviction be simultane-
ous across the country to characterise the national for-
mula towards a national struggle against land dispos-
session. This is an important criterion, because if it has 
not assumed a national aspect, we are automatically 
plotting against our progress. It is self-defeating. In-
stead, let us increase the magnitude of these struggles, 
and spread them to the entire front, exhaust and expose 
the regime. 

Populism is a danger to our struggle. It promotes 
an attitude where others wish to see themselves as bet-
ter than others within the struggle. 

As the Communist Party, our attitude towards the 
struggle is not to parade dominance. We need to organ-
ise and teach others the best formulas to wage the 
struggle, without replacing them in the course of strug-
gle. For us, collective participation is not a threat. This 
is because we know that the struggle is not about us, it 
is not about our own theatre. Once we develop such self
-defeating mentality, we will begin to think that we 
should be alone in the course struggle. We will be de-
nouncing the movement of the oppressed people. We 
should, of course, play our role and it should be recog-
nisable along with the roles of other forces. 

The attitude of those who must lead is another 
important aspect. This gap still needs to be covered 
as well. We see the mentality within the leading 
forces of the underground movement to lack clarity, 
attitude, conduct and the desired mentality of re-
solving the problems we are facing in our country. 
We need to continue to make it clear that it is wrong 
for one to think they are the be-it-all of the struggle. 
Such pomposity diminishes the movement and cre-
ates a cult. It also promotes hatred and creates divi-
sion. 

All forces and leaders in our country need to sing in 
one voice about what needs to be done now, that is, 
how we want to achieve our democracy. We need to 
end the tinkhundla system in its totality and bring a 
democratic republic, because it is the only way that the 
light to end oppression, exploitation and underdevelop-
ment in our country can be realised. Among the op-
pressed people we lose nothing if we express this as a 
fundamental aspect: that tinkhundla must be destroyed 
in its totality. 

Some may say they have their “own” way of fighting 
the system. But what is this “our own” way? This sows 
confusion within the movement. Others are, indeed, de-
liberately promoting confusion within the movement. 

The road is clear and has been understood and accept-
ed by the majority of our people: that the total defeat of 
the system is necessary, that the monarchy is a liability, 
an obstacle to building our future. How then do some of 
these forces choose to keep such an obstacle, unless of 
course this is a mentality orchestrated by the regime, the 
enemy of the people, to keep the forces of the oppressed 
people fractured with cracks? 

There is also a very strong element of deception in the 
movement. This is part of the desperate approach of the 
regime, planted within the movement to cause confusion. 
The regime always wants to run the prodemocracy move-
ment, and we have seen many such tendencies show 
themselves. Already there are implants of the regime in 
some other forces. 

For instance, we have always known and had no prob-
lem with the fact that there are members of political or-
ganisations within the student movement. We noticed, 
however, how our members within the student movement 
survived attempted assassinations by well-known mem-
bers of another organisation. We know that there are oth-
ers within the prodemocracy movement who are always 
plotting against our members within the student move-
ment. 

We have also experienced attacks, such as the one 
which happened on May Day in 2022. We cannot ignore 
that and treat it as a mere coincidence. 

We have also noticed how our comrades at Lim-
kokwing university faced an attempted abduction. 

CPS activists have thus become targets of assassina-
tions. We need to conduct thorough investigations of 
these acts. 

We have also seen several reports, sometimes with 
clear evidence, shared about how attacks against other 
members of the prodemocracy movement are being car-
ried out. 

These incidents thus show that the regime has the ca-
pacity to plant its agents within the progressive move-
ment. We know, and there is evidence, that undercover 
police are leading some formations within the movement. 
Some are leading in the trade union movement, and they 
are well coordinated by the regime. They are involved in 
all the aspects of our programs: in the media, communi-
ties, schools, and so on. Some of them have attacked 
learners in their homes with the intention to assassinate 
them. 

The essential task ahead of us is to build the resistance 
movement throughout the country, and this must be done 
collectively by all of us in the prodemocracy movement. 
We must also invite the NGOs and social movements to 
also play this important role. There must be structures of 
the resistance movement throughout the country, and they 
must be built formidably, for our own victory and not for 
anyone’s privileges. 

We also need to confine the regime to smaller spaces. 
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We need to build the capacity of the working class to 
reject the regime and the royal family. 

We must make an atmosphere of making it very 
easy to connect within the environment of our own or-
ganisations, in particular where the struggles are. 

We need to strengthen TUCOSWA, which has its 
policy that says an injury to one is an injury to all as 
well as a policy of solidarity in action, where we notice 
that where there is an attack upon one factory, workers 
in all factories must understand that we are all under 
attack. When we act in solidarity, there will be real evi-
dence of an exercise of coordinated activism, capable 
of turning things around and exposing the regime. 

As the CPS, we have supported the trade union 
movement. We demonstrate that we need to organise 
alongside the workers and trade unions to ensure that 
our activists are able to fit inside the workplace and 
offer concrete solidarity. This is not about replacing 
unions or working on behalf of workers, for this is not 
what we seek to do. What we seek to do is to locate the 
struggles of the workers, and create a base for activism, 
conscious activism. 

The crisis right now is that workers are not well or-
ganised. This is partly due to the aspiration of most 
trade union leaders to accumulate individual wealth 
instead of serving their members. Many leaders in the 
trade union leadership have amassed private wealth 
through trade union funds. Some leaders today are 
bankrupt due to bad leadership. This is not the end, 
however. Our interest is to ensure that workers are well 
organised to fight against exploitation. 

But we must also note that there has been creation 
of exclusive fortresses for specific people and organisa-
tions in the trade union movement. Some are keeping 
these unions for themselves, as if they own them. The 
monarchist mentality still occupies the minds of many 
leaders in the prodemocracy movement. That does not 
demonstrate leadership. 

A life of connection and interconnection of forces is 
a life of strength of a revolutionary mentality. We are 
still lacking in this aspect. 

We need to ensure that there is no comfort for 
the regime. They must wander until they have de-
pleted their resources, until their forces are exhaust-
ed. We must temper with their sources of comfort, 
including the palaces as a source of their comfort. 
We must know and understand their tactics. 

All those participating in tinkhundla elections are 
part of the problem, part of the oppression of the peo-
ple. They are part of the ritual murders that take place 
during tinkhundla elections. It does not matter who they 
are, whether they appear to be good people or not. 

As such, let us fight tinkhundla system and the tink-
hundla elections till our victory. 

But no matter how much our strength may be, it 
must be well coordinated and used fruitfully. 

We must also fight against the enemy’s strengths, 
particularly internationally. We have seen the role of 
Taiwan in this regard. Taiwan’s colonial mentality is to 

support the regime to penetrate our communities and the 
movement. 

Our duty is to isolate the regime from the communities 
and the masses. If we allow it, it will build its strength 
against our own strength. This is why we reject tinkhund-
la elections. We want the communities to build bases for 
freedom for democracy. But what Taiwan does is assist 
the regime, through food donations, to penetrate commu-
nities. 

We have also seen the tinkhundla mentality within our 
movement, the culture of food donations. What we need 
is to build communities to assist each other, based on soli-
darity and not the tokenism approach. Enemy tactics are 
being adopted by some within the mass democratic move-
ment. 

What we seek to do is to build the power of the mass-
es. The only enemy of the people is the system. Those 
who do not see the power of the masses are also an ene-
my of the masses. If we think that we can win the people 
over to us by relying on their ignorance, by bribing the 
masses, we will not achieve the social justice that we 
want, that we always advocate. We must always place at 
the centre the people’s material necessities. 

We must thus drain the regime’s energy. We must sab-
otage the regime’s police force in every way possible. 
Their personnel must never get rest. All the institutions 
that are part and parcel of the system’s administration, 
including chiefs, must be targeted and sabotaged. 

-- 

Comrade Thokozane Kenneth Kunene is the General Sec-
retary of the CPS. This is a written version of the presen-
tation he made titled “Midday session with the GS on 
Present Situation” on 21 September 2022. The presenta-
tion was delivered virtually. 

-- 

Transcribed by Pius Vilakati 

    LICINISO 

https://fb.watch/fZF6Os1Hkg/
https://fb.watch/fZF6Os1Hkg/
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CPS message to the 1st Congress of the 

United Workers Party 

The Communist Party of Swaziland (CPS) conveys 

revolutionary greetings to all the delegates to the 1st 

Congress of the United Workers Party. 

The CPS warmly received a message of solidarity 

from the United Workers Party to the CPS Summer 

School in December 2021. We highly appreciate your 

message of solidarity, from which we were reinvigor-

ated to continue the fight for democracy in our coun-

try. 

The CPS acknowledges the crucial role played by 

the United Workers Party in uniting the struggles of 

the people in the USA, even though it is still young. 

The CPS further wishes that, in the spirit of your 

theme, “Build The United Front!”, the United States 

working class unites in a principled struggle against 

the oppressive capitalist and imperialist regime. We 

thus hope for the unification of the entire American 

Left to unite the American people towards their free-

dom. 

This should be in the struggle towards a future 

without the oppression of one person, or group, or na-

tion by another, for the full emancipation of all human-

ity. 

The people of Swaziland continue to wage the fight 

against the absolute monarch, the last in Africa, under 

the “Democracy Now” campaign. The people of Swa-

ziland have been living under an absolute monarchy 

system since 12 April 1973. Political parties remain 

banned and political activities are ruthlessly sup-

pressed by the absolute monarch. All executive, legis-

lative and judicial powers are firmly entrenched in the 

monarch. 

From 29 June 2021, the regime killed over 100 peo-

ple, wounding hundreds more and arresting over 700, 

to cling to power.  

Your Congress is held as we are engaged in organ-

ising the International Working Women’s Day sched-

uled for 8 May 2022. This important event in the cal-

endar of the working class occurs within the context of 

our “Democracy Now” campaign which has been on-

going since 2019. We therefore pay special tribute to all 

the United States women who have made sterling contri-

butions to the struggle for the full emancipation of all 

humanity from capitalist bondage. 

The CPS continues to work, day and night, to unite 

Swaziland’s working class towards the overthrow of the 

monarchic regime and the ushering of a democratic re-

public. In this regard, the CPS calls for the unconditional 

unbanning of political parties, unconditional release of 

political prisoners, unconditional return of political ex-

iles, recognition and rights to freedom of assembly, asso-

ciation, speech, including free media. 

The CPS calls for strengthened relations between our 

parties, to share experiences and strengthen our struggle 

for the total emancipation of the working class. 

Long live working-class unity! 

Long live international solidarity!  

——————————————————————— 

Message of solidarity to CPI(M) 23RD Congress 

The Communist Party of Swaziland (CPS) conveys its 

revolutionary greetings to all the delegates to the 23rd 

Congress of the Communist Party of India (Marxist). 

The CPS is in full support of your Party’s draft ap-

proach towards building a strong Communist Party 

throughout India, including strengthening the revolution-

ary Party with a mass line to establish strong bonds with 

the people, widening the Party’s reach and influence 

among the people and rallying the Left and democratic 

forces, strengthening the Party organisation with quality 

membership as directed by the Kolkata Plenum, focusing 

efforts to attract youth as well as women to the Party, and 

strengthening ideological struggles against all alien ideo-

logies. 

The CPS continues to build working-class momentum 

towards the total defeat of the absolute monarchy in our 

country, Swaziland, the last in the African continent. 

Through our campaign “Turning Up the Heat for Democ-

racy Now!”, the people of our country are now convinced 

INTERNATIONAL 

CPS solidarity messages to fraternal organisations 
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more than ever that the future of our country lies in 

waging relentless struggles against the oppressive au-

tocracy, ridding themselves of all the backward ele-

ments which are inherent in monarchical absolutism, 

and implementing a democratic republic. 

Political parties remain banned in Swaziland. On 12 

April 2022, the CPS will be among the democratic 

forces of our country in leading struggles for the com-

memoration of the 49 years since political parties were 

banned in Swaziland, and the imposition of the absolute 

monarchy which exists till today. 

The CPS will, on 15-18 April 2022, hold its 7th Na-

tional Conference. The National Conference will re-

view the past year and the struggles waged by the peo-

ple of our country, review Party policies as well as its 

strategy and tactics, among other aspects. The CPS ap-

peals for solidarity towards our Conference. 

The CPS calls for the building of stronger relations 

between our two Communist Parties, including the 

building of working-class international solidarity in our 

respective countries 

Long Live the CPI(M)! 

Long live international solidarity!  

——————————————————————- 

CPS message of solidarity to Italian 

Communist Party Congress 

The Communist Party of Swaziland (CPS) conveys 

revolutionary greetings to all delegates to your con-

gress, dear comrades. 

The CPS is inspired by your strength and 

courage to convene your congress despite 

the difficult conditions imposed by the 

Covid-19 pandemic along with the related 

capitalist crisis that worsened the virus’ 

spread and effect. We are even more in-

spired that you are convening your con-

gress in the midst of the crisis of a NATO 

expansion to the East, which is worsening 

the security crisis in the region and the 

world. The imperialist aggression spear-

headed by the USA and NATO must be 

opposed by all peace-loving peoples 

around the world. 

The CPS urges the revolutionary forces in Italy to 

strengthen unity, particularly the Left, against imperial-

ism, the highest stage of capitalism. 

The people of Swaziland continue to experience brutal 

repression from the ruling absolute monarch, the last in 

Africa. The autocracy’s security forces continue to invade 

communities, brutalising the people as desperate attempts 

to cling to power. The CPS is a direct target of the 

regime’s forces as the Party deepens its community mobi-

lisation through its Sunset Rallies and the formation of 

community councils. 

The CPS calls for strengthening of relations between 

our parties, to strengthen the working-class struggle 

against capitalism towards a socialist world. 

The CPS also appeals for solidarity with the CPS and 

the people of Swaziland fighting for freedom under the 

“Democracy Now” campaign: for the unbanning of politi-

cal parties; release of all political prisoners; return of po-

litical exiles; respect for the rights to freedom of associa-

tion, assembly, movement, speech, including free media. 

Long live working-class internationalism!  

——————————————————————— 

CPS congratulates PCdoB on its centenary 

The Communist Party of Swaziland (CPS) joins the 

working class of the world in celebrating the centenary of 

the Communist Party of Brazil (PCdoB) on its 100 years 

of unbroken struggle for the total emancipation of human-

ity, for socialism. 
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Throughout its life, the PCdoB had to undergo 

through extreme moments of suppression. These mo-

ments were worse during the eras of extreme dictator-

ship. Throughout those moments, the PCdoB emerged 

stronger, and it is to the brave contributions of various 

comrades in the PCdoB that today the Party stands 

strong, looking forward to another 100 years of revolu-

tionary life. 

The CPS wishes great strength to the PCdoB in this 

era of right-wing attacks. The experience of the 100 

years of your Party has provided inspiration to the cur-

rent leadership to navigate the Party through these diffi-

cult times where the Left in Brazil is under growing 

attack. The CPS stands firmly on the side of the work-

ing class and its party, the PCdoB, in solidarity. 

As a Communist Party in Africa, the CPS identifies 

with the struggles faced by the working class in Brazil, 

including the PCdoB. The legacy of colonialism and 

imperialist aggression must help our respective parties 

to forge stronger ties, learn from each other, but also 

work and unite with other Left forces in cementing the 

sovereignty of our respective countries and regions. To 

this end, the CPS and other Communist and Left organ-

isations in Africa are working hard to build the African 

Left Networking Forum for a united and well-

coordinated fight against imperialism, for the building 

of true African sovereignty.  

The CPS continues to lead the working class in 

Swaziland, under the “Democracy Now” campaign 

which has resonated across the masses of our country, 

in the fight for democracy, against the absolute monar-

chy – a puppet of imperialism. Political parties remain 

banned in Swaziland since 12 April 1973 when the ab-

solute monarchy was established. The absolute monar-

chy allied with neo-colonial forces to cement its abso-

lute powers and relegated the masses of our country to 

the periphery. 

The CPS calls for closer relations between our two 

parties in the continuing struggles for a socialist world. 

Long live PCdoB! 

Long live working-class internationalism! 

 

—————————————————————- 

CPS message of solidarity to Congress of the 

Communist Union of Spain XV Congress 

Revolutionary Greetings, Comrades. 

The Communist Party of Swaziland (CPS) conveys its 

message of solidarity to the XV Congress of the Com-

munist Union of Spain (UJCE) under the theme “One 

hundred years of revolutionary practice, one hundred 

years training for the revolution”. 

We congratulate the communist movement in Spain 

on its 100th anniversary and wish great strength moving 

forward. The working class in Spain and Europe has suf-

fered greatly from the Covid-19 pandemic, but, im-

portantly, the extreme exploitation that came along with it 

where the capitalists created more private wealth at the 

expense of the working majority. 

The CPS continues to wage the struggle for freedom 

in our country through the “Democracy Now” campaign. 

This year, on April 12, the people will commemorate the 

49th anniversary since the imposition of absolute-

monarchy rule. The CPS calls for the unconditional un-

banning of political parties, release of political prisoners, 

return of political exiles, rights to freedom of assembly, 

movement, speech, including free media. 

Neide Alves dos Santos. PCB militant assassinated 

by the Brazilian dictatorship in 1976. 



17 

LICINISO Issue 17 30 September 2022 

The CPS calls for the unity and cooperation of the 

Spanish left forces against capitalism and its neo colo-

nialism and imperialism. 

To take the working-class struggles forward, the 

CPS calls for closer relations between our Party and the 

UJCE as well as with the Communist Party of Spain to 

build a strong movement for the emancipation of the 

world’s working class.  

——————————————————————

— 

CPS message to 31st Congress of the 

Communist Party of Norway  

The Communist Party of Swaziland (CPS) conveys 

its revolutionary greetings to all the delegates to the 31st 

Congress of the Communist Party of Norway. 

We congratulate you, comrades, for your gallant 

struggles over the years since your party’s inception 

under heavy suppression. 

Your Congress is held under very difficult condi-

tions takes place under deteriorating living conditions 

for the working class. Moreover, imperialism continues 

to spread itself throughout the world, negatively affect-

ing the working people of the world. 

As the CPS, we support the recruitment and training 

programme you have engaged in to build your Party, to 

ensure the capacitation of new activists.  

The CPS applauds your unceasing internationalism, 

which has always linked the struggles taking place in 

different parts of the world into the common struggle 

for socialism. Only socialism offers the possibility to 

put an end to capitalist exploitation and the drive to 

war. 

We in Swaziland, and as the CPS operating under-

ground, are engaged in a new, more intense phase of 

the struggle against dictatorship and for basic compre-

hensive democratic rights and a socialist future. The 

regime we confront is increasingly on the defensive, 

and our victory is certain. Under “Democracy Now” 

campaign, the CPS has managed to mobilise the forces 

of democracy for a decisive victory against the absolute 

monarchy. 

The people of Swaziland still suffer under the grip 

of the absolute monarchy, in existence since 12 April 

1973. 

The CPS calls for the unconditional unbanning of 

political parties, release of all political prisoners, return 

of all political exiles, respect for the rights to freedom of 

assembly, association, movement and speech, including 

freedom of the press. 

Our struggle is now in urgent need of practical solidar-

ity as the regime intensifies its brutality on the masses. 

The CPS calls for building of closer relations between our 

two parties as we engage in the collective struggle for a 

socialist world. 

Forward to Socialism! 

No to NATO! No to imperialism and war! 

—————————————————————- 

CPS message to Communist Party in Den-

mark’s Congress: "For peace and progress 

for the working class – for socialism" 

The Communist Party of Swaziland congratulates the 

Communist Party in Denmark for its Congress. Your 

Congress theme "For peace and progress for the working 

class – for socialism" is crucial in our epoch where impe-

rialism continues to spread its wars across the globe. 

Your congress is held under very difficult conditions 

as imperialism spearheaded chiefly by the USA and 

NATO continues to spread throughout the world, nega-

tively affecting the working people of the world. 

The CPS applauds your unceasing internationalism, 

which has always linked the struggles taking place in dif-

ferent parts of the world into the common struggle for 

socialism. Only socialism offers the possibility to put an 

end to capitalist exploitation and the drive to war. 

We in Swaziland, and as the CPS operating under-

ground, are engaged in a new, more intense phase of the 

struggle against dictatorship and for basic comprehensive 

democratic rights and a socialist future. The regime we 

confront is increasingly on the defensive, and our victory 

is certain. Under “Democracy Now” campaign, the CPS 

has managed to mobilise the forces of democracy for a 

decisive victory against the absolute monarchy. 

The people of Swaziland still suffer under the grip of 

the absolute monarchy, in existence since 12 April 1973. 

The CPS calls for the unconditional unbanning of po-

litical parties, release of all political prisoners, return of 

all political exiles, respect for the rights to freedom of 

assembly, association, movement and speech, including 

freedom of the press. 

Our struggle is now in urgent need of practical solidar-

ity as the regime intensifies its brutality on the masses. 
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The CPS calls for building of closer relations between 

our two parties as we engage in the collective struggle 

for a socialist world. 

Forward to Socialism! 

No to NATO! No to imperialism and 

war! 

—————————————————————- 

Message of the CPS to the Communist Party of 

Finland on the CPF National Congress, 11-12 

June 2022 

The Communist Party of Swaziland congratulates 

the Communist Party of Finland on the occasion of its 

National Congress and its struggle for socialism. This 

struggle began when the party was founded in 1918 and 

endured persecution, exile and banning, and now a cur-

rent resurgent militarism in Europe. 

The CPS stands with you in the struggle against the 

rivalry between imperialist forces that is causing im-

mense pain and suffering to the people of Ukraine. 

We are with you in your struggle to stop Finland 

becoming a part of NATO, the expansion of which has 

been one reason why the world now seems to be head-

ed towards a state of permanent war. 

The CPS applauds your unceasing internationalism, 

which has always linked the struggles taking place in 

different parts of the world into the common struggle 

for socialism. 

At a time when progressive forces in the world face 

massive opposition from more polarised, populist and 

militarised forms of capitalist ideology and imperial-

ism, the struggle to remain on course, to keep the per-

spective of a socialist future in view at all times is more 

important than ever. Only socialism offers the possibil-

ity to put an end to capitalist exploitation and the drive 

to war. 

We in Swaziland, and as the CPS operating under-

ground, are engaged in a new, more intense phase of 

the struggle against dictatorship and for basic compre-

hensive democratic rights and a socialist future. The 

regime we confront is increasingly on the defensive, 

and our victory is certain. 

We greatly appreciate the solidarity you have shown 

with our struggle and know that our ties of mutual soli-

darity are solid and permanent. 

Long Live the Communist Party of Finland! 

Long Live the Struggle for Socialism! 

No to NATO - No to imperialism and war! 

————————————————————- 

Message of the CPS to the Tudeh Party of 

Iran on its 7th National Congress 

The Communist Party of Swaziland congratulates the 

Tudeh Party of Iran on the occasion of its 7th National 

Congress and its struggle for socialism. 

Your congress is held clandestinely, yet again, as a 

result of the heavy suppression in your country. The CPS 

stands with you in your struggle for democratic rights to 

freely associate and assembly, as well as the people’s 

rights to be free from poverty. 

The CPS condemns the USA regime’s imperialist 

machinations in its attempts to weaken the Iranian people 

and their aspirations to free their country from foreign 

aggression spearheaded by the USA.  

The CPS applauds your unceasing internationalism, 

which has always linked the struggles taking place in dif-

ferent parts of the world into the common struggle for 

socialism. These include your gallant contributions in 

solidarity with the people of Palestine who still endure 

gross brutality from the state of Israel as supported by the 

imperialist USA regime. 

At a time when progressive forces in the world face 

massive opposition from more polarised, populist and 

militarised forms of capitalist ideology and imperialism, 

the struggle to remain on course, to keep the perspective 

of a socialist future in view at all times is more important 

than ever. Only socialism offers the possibility to put an 

end to capitalist exploitation and the drive to war. 

We in Swaziland, and as the CPS operating under-

ground, are engaged in a new, more intense phase of the 

struggle against dictatorship and for basic comprehensive 

democratic rights and a socialist future. The regime we 

confront is increasingly on the defensive, and our victory 

is certain. Under “Democracy Now” campaign, the CPS 

has managed to mobilise the forces of democracy for a 

decisive victory against the absolute monarchy. 

The people of Swaziland still suffer under the grip of 

the absolute monarchy, in existence since 12 April 1973. 

The CPS calls for the unconditional unbanning of po-

litical parties, release of all political prisoners, return of 

all political exiles, respect for the rights to freedom of 

assembly, association, movement and speech, including 

freedom of the press. 
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We greatly appreciate the solidarity you have shown 

with our struggle and know that our ties of mutual soli-

darity are solid and permanent. Our struggle is now in 

urgent need of practical solidarity as the regime intensi-

fies its brutality on the masses. The CPS calls for build-

ing of closer relations between our two parties. 

Long Live the Tudeh Party of Iran! 

Long Live the Struggle for Socialism! 

No to NATO - No to imperialism and war! 

—————————————————————— 

CPS Messages on Communist Party of 

Canada’s 40th Convention 

The Communist Party of Swaziland (CPS) conveys 

its revolutions greetings to all delegates to the 40th Con-

vention of the Communist Party of Canada as well as 

all the members of the Party and the entire working 

class in Canada. 

The 40th Convention of your Party takes place amid 

intensified pressures on the working class as a result of 

continuous capitalist and imperialist dictatorship. The 

working class has suffered during the spreading of the 

COVID-19 pandemic while the big capitalist industries 

raked in super profits at the expense of the working 

people. The expansion of NATO and USA military is 

also worsening the situation of the working class and 

demands increased unity among communist and work-

ers’ parties as well as forces of the left across the 

world. 

The reality of Canadian capitalism has resulted in 

the continuing erosion of the right to meaningful em-

ployment, the rights to education and health care, the 

rights to adequate housing, and social security for the 

elderly, the right of women to full social and economic 

equality, the rights of immigrants and other minorities, 

workers’ rights, and the right to political dissent. In this 

regard, unity among the forces of the Left in Canada is 

more crucial than ever before. In addition, unity among 

international Left forces has become increasingly ur-

gent. 

Your 40th Convention takes place as the people of 

Swaziland commemorate the first anniversary of the 

massacre of the people which began on 29 June 2021. 

The massacre was spearheaded by the ruling absolute 

monarch, using its army and police to mow down un-

armed protesters who were calling for democracy. About 

100 people have been killed by Swaziland’s security forc-

es since then, with hundreds wounded and hundreds more 

imprisoned. The suppression of the working class as well 

as the rural people through the rule of the monarch’s 

chiefs has also deepened. 

Swaziland has been under absolute monarchy rule 12 

April 1973. Political parties remain banned. Political ac-

tivists are arrested often without trial, with many others 

forced into exile. The CPS calls for the unconditional un-

banning of political parties, release of political prisoners, 

return of political exiles, as well as the respect for the 

rights to freedom of assembly, movement, association, 

speech, including freedom of the press. 

To take the struggle forward, the CPS continues to 

organise the people directly in their communities and 

workplaces. The CPS aims to build a well-grounded 

grassroots-based revolutionary movement for total de-

mocracy. This work demands extensive effort, which in 

turn requires dedicated personnel as well as crucial re-

sources. The CPS calls for practical solidarity of any kind 

in this regard. 

The CPS continues to work with other African left 

forces to build the Africa Left Networking Forum, a con-

tinental anti-imperialist network of revolutionary forces 

for the total liberation of the African continent from neo-

colonialism, neoliberalism and imperialism.  

The CPS calls for strengthening of relations between 

our two parties as we pursue the struggle for a socialist 

world. 

The CPS wishes the Communist Party of Canada a 

successful 40th Convention. We also convey our total sup-

port to the leadership that will be elected at the Conven-

tion to lead your Party to the 41st Convention. 

——————————————————————— 

CPS message of solidarity: XXI Congress 

of the Communist Party of Spain 

The Communist Party of Swaziland (CPS) conveys 

revolutionary greetings to all the delegates of the XXI 

Congress of the Communist Party of Spain, the leadership 

of the Party as well as the entire working class in Spain. 
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We appreciate the message of solidarity to our Sum-

mer School held in December 2021 under the theme 

“Turning Up the Heat for Democracy Now: Communist 

Youth to the Front!” We believe that with more interna-

tional solidarity, our struggle will triumph and be able 

to build a just society with the oppression of one by 

another having been ended. 

Your congress takes place at a difficult time when 

US and EU imperialism continues to spread its claws 

across the world, spreading its military bases on every 

facet of the world. To defeat imperialism, the working 

people of the world have no choice but to unite and 

fight for a socialist world. 

The CPS supports the people of Spain’s call for 

peace in their protest against aggression by NATO, the 

joint military wing of imperialist powerhouses, United 

States and EU. The self-appointed police of the world 

cannot be allowed to bully the entire people of the 

world into its whims. 

The people of Swaziland continue to wage the strug-

gle for democracy. The CPS continues to organise the 

masses under our “Democracy Now” campaign which 

our Party launched in 2019. The masses of our people 

have in their overwhelming numbers embraced the 

“Democracy Now” campaign and are daily engaged in 

struggles to ensure the total dismantling of the absolute 

monarchy for the establishment of a democratic repub-

lic, with full people’s power. 

Swaziland continues to be ruled by Africa’s last ab-

solute monarchy. Political parties remain banned since 

12 April 1973. The CPS thus calls for the unconditional 

unbanning of political parties, unconditional release of 

political prisoners, unconditional return of political ex-

iles, as well as the recognition and respect for the rights 

to freedom of assembly, association, movement, 

speech, as well as free media. The CPS calls for inter-

national solidarity in this regard. 

Finally, the CPS calls for closer cooperation be-

tween our two parties, to build a stronger bond of com-

radeship as we wage our respective struggles towards 

the common cause of a socialist world. 

The CPS wishes you, dear comrades, a successful 

XXI Congress.  

————————————————————— 

CPS message of solidarity to Communist Party of 

Ireland’s 26th National Congress 

The Communist Party of Swaziland (CPS) conveys its 

revolutionary greetings to all delegates to the Communist 

Party of Ireland’s 26th National Congress. The CPS con-

gratulates your Party’s leadership for effectively leading 

the CPI to this 26th Congress. This, indeed, would not 

have been easy, particularly with the constant imperialist 

propaganda attacks you often endure, the COVID pan-

demic which negatively affected the working class while 

the billionaires laughed all the way to the bank with hefty 

private profits, as well as the USA-NATO imperialist alli-

ance’s aggressive approaches to global politics. 

The CPS also takes this opportunity to congratulate 

the CPI on its 101st anniversary since its founding. We are 

inspired by your struggles over the years, from the times 

of the Irish War of Independence to this day. As the CPS 

and the people of Swaziland, we are inspired by your re-

lentless fight against British imperialism in your determi-

nation for national sovereignty. 

Swaziland continues to be ruled by an absolute mon-

arch. The absolute monarchy was imposed on 12 April 

1973 when the monarch unilaterally repealed the inde-

pendence constitution of 1968 and banned all political 

parties and activities. All executive, legislative and judi-

cial powers were thus bestowed upon the monarch who 

would from then rule by decree. This system continues to 

rule the country today. 

The people of Swaziland have intensified the struggle 

for freedom and democracy. Over the decades, the people 

of Swaziland have endured torture, evictions, victimisa-

tion, exiling, jail, and other forms of subjugation from the 

absolute monarch for standing up for their rights. From 

June 2021, the regime massacred about 100 people who 

stood up to fight for freedom. The people’s quest for free-

dom has not been dampened, however. 

The CPS, the first ever Marxist-Leninist organisation 

in Swaziland, has been among the primary forces in the 

fight for the defeat of the absolute monarchy. The CPS 

calls for the unconditional unbanning of political parties, 

release of political prisoners, return of political exiles, as 

well as the respect for freedoms of movement, assembly, 

and speech, including free media. These calls are in the 

context of the creation of a democratic republic grounded 

on people’s power, occasioned by the total overthrow of 
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the monarchy. 

The CPS calls for practical solidarity with the strug-

gle of the people of Swaziland. 

The CPS also calls for strengthening of relations 

between our two parties to share lessons on our respec-

tive struggles, but also to craft possible points of Party-

to-Party solidarity, as we also craft efforts for solidarity 

with our respective struggles. 

The CPS wishes a long life to the Communist Party 

of Ireland and sends great wishes for a successful 26th 

National Congress to you, dear comrades. 

Long live working-class internationalism! 

————————————————————- 

Friends of Swazi Freedom Launches 

#HandsOffCPS Campaign  

UNITED STATES — Friends of Swazi Freedom is 
launching a campaign to build international awareness 
of the state repression of the national democratic move-
ment in Swaziland, led by the Communist Party of 
Swaziland. King Mswati III has unleashed a wave of 
detentions, kidnappings, and state terror against pro-
democracy activists. 

Over 100 Swazi have been killed in demonstra-
tions against the King’s absolute rule. We are call-
ing on all progressives, revolutionaries, anti-
colonialists, and anti-imperialists to join us in pur-
suing the following commitments: 

Our Commitments 

1. Uplift and amplify the voices of the Swazi 
revolution, including the CPS, SNUS, and 
their allies in the national-democratic move-
ment; 

2. Participate in a campaign to politically and 
economically isolate the king’s regime, in-
cluding directed boycotts and statements of 
solidarity; 

3. Support political prisoners held by the re-
gime, including Comrade Bongo and Com-
rade Amos Mbedzi, a former uMkhonto we 
Sizwe (MK) guerrilla and member of the 
African National Congress (ANC) and the 
South African Communist Party (SACP); 

4. Stand with the Swazi people until true de-
mocracy and people’s rights are recognized 
through a democratic transition and multi-
party elections. 

How you can help: 

1. Follow the Communist Party of Swaziland 
(@CPSwaziland) and Friends of Swazi Freedom 
(@friendsofswazi) on Twitter. 

2. Co-sign our statement using this form (click here!) 

3. Post messages of support and statements against 
repression using #HandsOffCPS 

4. Join Friends of Swazi Freedom using our sign-up 
form (click here!) 

About Friends of Swazi Freedom 

We, the Friends of Swazi Freedom (FSF), a solidarity 
organization based in the United States but cooperating 
with international affiliates, unite to advocate for democ-
racy and social justice in Swaziland. 

We believe in people’s rights, which includes the 
struggle for the advancement of human rights and eco-
nomic justice in Swaziland. This struggle is a part of the 
people’s movement for genuine democracy, national sov-
ereignty, and social justice in Swaziland. 

We acknowledge that the reason for the Swazi peo-

ple’s suffering is the current neocolonial and oppressive 

nature of Swazi society held up by imperialism, feudal-

ism, and capitalism. As the Swazi people continue to 

struggle for their fundamental rights and freedoms, we 

commit ourselves to support their National Democratic 

Revolution through the course of the struggle against the 

Mswati autocracy and beyond. 

    LICINISO 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdljistFyW3X5f6HOWtyHycWylABG5NpD4Di1rfOdwSm3L1iA/viewform?usp%253Dsf_link%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1648168197004497%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://actionnetwork.org/forms/volunteer-and-membership-application%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1648168197005374%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw0cMaggsAFN2oxU20vrIabH&sa=D&source=docs&ust=164
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://actionnetwork.org/forms/volunteer-and-membership-application%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1648168197005374%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw0cMaggsAFN2oxU20vrIabH&sa=D&source=docs&ust=164
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