
  

Sphelele Mamba’s death traceable to Mswati autocracy’s 

non-prioritisation of the right to education 

By Pretty Mkhonta 

MATSAPHA: This week saw the death by suicide of a stu-

dent in Swaziland. Sphelele Mamba, a student at the 

Kwaluseni campus of the University of Swaziland died by 

suicide in his rented flat at Mbikwakhe community in 

Matsapha. 

Sphelele was a Bachelor of Science student. He died short-

ly after writing his examination paper on Monday 4 July 

2022. His death followed unceasing petitions by students to 

the university administration alerting them that students were 

not ready for the examinations due to the dire situation faced 

by students on the ground. 

Tertiary students had been protesting for scholarships and 

allowances for large parts of the academic year and by the 

time examinations started they had not done adequate learn-

ing. On the other hand, their economic situation had wors-

ened, with some students even getting evicted from their one

-room flats. 

The university Senate reneged on its previous resolution for 

students to not sit for the examinations. According to its pre-

vious resolution, students would continue to the second se-

mester using their continuous assessment marks to decide 

whether they would be going to the next class. 

The Senate turned around and announced that students 

would be forced to write the examinations and that complet-

ing students would begin theirs on the 4th of July. 

A large section of the students, on the other hand, remained 

resolute on their decision taken at a joint meeting that they 

had not fully covered their course outlines and thus would 

not write the examination. 

The university Senate continued to pursue its stubborn ap-

proach, however, and stuck to its decision to the point of 

inviting state security forces to the campus. When the exami-

nations commenced, a group of students started picketing, 

but a few minutes later Mswati’s security forces invaded the 

campus to ensure that the examinations take place. They 

crushed the protest action, and the students were thus forced 

to write their first paper. 

That very same day after the first paper, the Sphelele went 

back to his rented flat at Mbikwakhe, Matsapha. 

After his death, neighbours who knew him well testified that 

his suicide was directly linked to the paper he had written earli-

er. Zakhele Seyama, who is a close neighbour to the deceased 

commented that on Monday evening he was with Sphelele, and 

they had a conversation as usual. He said that Sphelele com-

plained about the examination paper, but he did not go further 

explaining what happened in the examination room 

''He complained about the paper he wrote and how stressed he 

was, but he did not go further in explaining, and neither did he 

show any signs of a depressed student'', said Seyama. 

When he did not seem him the next day, Tuesday, he thought 

that he had gone to campus. That same day his friends came to 

check up on him, but there were no signs of him, and thus they 

left. 

his body was discovered in his room on Wednesday 6 July. 

Commenting on the death by suicide of tertiary students, 

Kwaluseni Campus Chairperson, Gabi Ndukuya, points directly 

to the tinkhundla system as a primary source of the deaths. 

“Once again, tinkhundla governance that runs institutions 

neglected the rights of students in this country in such a way 

they are taken for granted”, said the chairperson. 

Chairperson Gabi Ndukuya also reminded the public that 

“students tried to voice out their issues about the examinations, 

that they were not ready to write them, but the oppressive uni-

versity senate forced the students to write sit for the examina-

tions. These institutions are no longer places of achieving goals 

but a place where dreams and aspirations vanish. Do we have to 

lose more future leaders under this regime that does not have 

the students’ wellbeing at heart?” 

The political conditions in Swaziland have suppressed stu-

dents, leading to crises such as depression, among others. 

With oppression and depression deepening, it is natural that 

Swaziland will see more cases of suicide, particularly by youth 

ad students, due to the backward education system under the 

current oppressive regime. 

Students, however, can end this oppression. The Communist 
Party of Swaziland continues to rally students into uniting to 

put an end to the oppressive regime. 
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A 
n unreported social murder is ongoing in 
Swaziland. One aspect in which it is mani-
festing itself is the increase in youth deaths 
by suicide. 

Another student, a first-year Information and Tech-
nology student, Phephisa Madonsela, from Lim-
kokwing University of Creative Technology (LUCT) in 
the capital city, Mbabane, died by suicide in the past 
week. 

His funeral service was held on Saturday morning, 9 
July 2022, at his home in Malindza. 

Bizarrely, when the LUCT students intended to attend 
their colleague’s funeral, the LUCT management tried 
to disown Phephisa. They refused to release transport 
for students to attend his funeral. 

This prompted students to boycott classes and protest 
on campus on Thursday 7 July. For the students, this 
was a sign that the management is totally divorced from 
the reality faced by students. 

The university management later yielded due to the 
students’ pressure. 

The uncaring attitude when it comes to human life is 
even worse with the government and its “leader by di-
vine right”, Mswati, Africa’s last absolute monarch. 
They have no care for the lives of the entire population 
of Swaziland and, in any event, are incapable of under-
standing or solving them. 

The latest deaths mean that there are now five stu-
dents from the University of Swaziland who have died 
by suicide within this academic year. 

One student from LUCT has died by suicide, while 
two from the Swaziland College of Technology in 
Mbabane have died by suicide. 

Commenting on the latest deaths, Gabi Ndukuya, 
Chairperson of the Student Representative Council at 
the Kwaluseni campus of the University of Swaziland, 
says, “It is honestly very disturbing to see a growing 
number of suicide cases among students. Every second 
of every day, we keep worrying about who is next in 
line.” 

Ndukuya also adds, “Look at how the university ad-
ministration was so quick to deploy state security at the 
university premises, and you see for yourself how the 
university administration values university property far 
more than human life.” 

Anticipating that there would be a students’ protest 
during the examinations, the university administration 
brought in the army and the police into university cam-
puses, according to the students’ militant chairperson, 
“to force students into a depressing examination they 
had always said is nothing but a source of depression 
for most students, owing to the reality that virtually 
nothing has been learned in the classroom.” 

The various tertiary institutions’ administrations in 
Swaziland have, thus, forced students into “deadly 

halls”, according to Chair-
person Gabi Ndukuya. 

“The higher education’s 
examinations are meant at 
nothing but to protect the 
various tertiary institutions’ 
long-lost reputations at the 
cost of our lives”, added 
Chairperson Gabi 
Ndukuya. 

What is social murder? 

One of the greatest teach-
ers of the working class, a friend and lifelong collaborator 
of Karl Marx, Comrade Frederick Engels, commented in 
his ground breaking book, Condition of the Working 
Class in England (which Vladimir correctly calls it a 
handbook of every sensible Marxist) ,that once a system 
has placed the working class under conditions in which 
they can neither retain health nor live long, and thus grad-
ually undermine the vital force of the working class, little 
by little, and so hurry them to the grave before their time, 
such is nothing but social murder. 

Let us quote Engels fully from the same book: 

When one individual inflicts bodily injury upon another 
such injury that death results, we call the deed manslaugh-
ter; when the assailant knew in advance that the injury 
would be fatal, we call his deed murder. But when society 
places hundreds of proletarians in such a position that they 
inevitably meet a too early and an unnatural death, one 
which is quite as much a death by violence as that by the 
sword or bullet; when it deprives thousands of the neces-
saries of life, places them under conditions in which they 
cannot live – forces them, through the strong arm of the 
law, to remain in such conditions until that death ensues 
which is the inevitable consequence – knows that these 
thousands of victims must perish, and yet permits these con-
ditions to remain, its deed is murder just as surely as the 
deed of the single individual; disguised, malicious murder, 
murder against which none can defend himself, which does 
not seem what it is, because no man sees the murderer, be-
cause the death of the victim seems a natural one, since the 
offence is more one of omission than of commission. But 
murder it remains.” 

THERE IS SOCIAL MURDER ONGOING IN SWAZI-
LAND! 

TIME TO REVOLT AGAINST THE CREATORS OF 
THIS SOCIAL MURDER! 

OVERTHROW THE TINKHUNDLA SYSTEM! 

OVERTHROW CAPITALISM! 

#DemocracyNow! #RepublicNow! 
#ForwardToSocialism! 
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TOGETHER LET US DEFEAT SOCIAL MURDER 

The late Phephisa Madonsela 


