
  

This story can fit 175-225 

words. 

The purpose of a newsletter is 

to provide specialized infor-

mation to a targeted audience. 

Newsletters can be a great way 

to market your product or ser-

vice, and also create credibility 

and build your organization’s 

identity among peers, members, 

employees, or vendors. 

First, determine the audience of 

the newsletter. This could be 

anyone who might benefit from 

the information it contains, for 

example, employees or people 

interested in purchasing a prod-

uct or requesting your service. 

You can compile a mailing list 

from business reply cards, cus-

tomer information sheets, busi-

ness cards collected at trade 

shows, or membership lists. You 

might consider purchasing a 

mailing list from a company. 

If you explore the Publisher 

catalog, you will find many publi-

cations that match the style of 

your newsletter. 

Next, establish how much time 

and money you can spend on 

your newsletter. These factors 

will help determine how fre-

quently you publish the newslet-

ter and its length. It’s recom-

mended that you publish your 

newsletter at least quarterly so 

that it’s considered a consistent 

source of information. Your 

customers or employees will 

look forward to its arrival. 

This story can fit 75-125 words. 

Your headline is an important 

part of the newsletter and 

should be considered carefully. 

In a few words, it should accu-

rately represent the contents of 

the story and draw readers into 

the story. Develop the headline 

before you write the story. This 

way, the headline will help you 

keep the story focused. 

Examples of possible headlines 

include Product Wins Industry 

Award, New Product Can Save 

You Time!, Membership Drive 

Exceeds Goals, and New Office 

Opens Near You. 

Caption describing picture 

or graphic. 
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EDITORIAL 

T 
he Central Committee of the Communist 

Party of Swaziland (CPS) sets the scene for 

this seventh edition of Liciniso by sharply 

and openly raising the question of the armed 

struggle in the Swaziland revolution. This direction is part 

of the Communist Party’s “Democracy Now!” campaign. 

Raising the issue openly is meant to help the entire 

movement to come out of its shell and face its oppressor 

head-on without offering any apologies. There should be 

no secret that the op-

pressor deserves to be 

removed by all neces-

sary means. 

It is important for 

activists to understand 

that this campaign will 

not implement itself. An 

uprising will also not 

become a reality merely 

because we wished for 

it. It will need active 

campaigning by Party 

cadres within the vari-

ous organs of people’s 

power, a part of the 

campaign to mobilise 

the people towards the 

total rejection of the 

tinkhundla system. 

There must be ideological capacitation of workers to, im-

portantly, take the giant step of rejecting the monarchy.   

In this edition, we also take stock of workers’ strug-

gles as they engaged the oppressive regime on the 

streets of Swaziland. We republish some of the state-

ments that the Communist Party issued in support of the 

workers, as well as related pictures. As we show the gal-

lant struggles of the workers, we also expose the brutality 

of the regime. The regime brutalised workers as it has 

done previously, even firing live rounds. One person even 

had her finger amputated due to the state-sanctioned po-

lice violence, while others had blood gushing out of their 

heads and bodies, as well as broken limbs.  

The workers’ actions received solidarity messages 

and actions from around the world and South Africa. CO-

SATU AND NEHAWU shut down the borders in solidarity 

with the strikes.   

Students continued this year to demand that their 

right to education be recognised and respected. As often 

is the case, the regime resorted to student victimisation 

and further curtailing of students’ rights to peaceful as-

sembly and other basic rights. The voice of the students 

through the Swaziland National Union of Students is also 

presented in this edition. 

The CPS was also part of various organisations in 

an event in Durban, organised by the Swaziland Soli-

darity Network, in remembrance of Comrade Jack Gov-

ender and Comrade Musa “MJ” Dlamini. They both died 

in September 2008 in Swaziland. Their death was swift-

ly followed by the passing of the notorious Suppression 

of Terrorism Act that same year, an act of desperation 

by the regime. Comrade Amos Mbedzi remains in jail, 

serving an 85-year sentence, 

for his solidarity role. 

The CPS understands that 

the struggle for freedom in 

Swaziland is not an isolated 

one. We must, of course, set-

tle matters with our national 

oppressors, as Karl Marx and 

Frederick Engels guided the 

communists in 1848, but we 

must, as we engage the re-

gime, also contribute to the 

anti-imperialist struggle. The 

CPS supported the struggle 

against oppression in Sudan, 

the struggle of the people of 

Venezuela against imperialist 

aggression by the United 

States regime, and other 

struggles around the world. 

CPS General Secretary, Comrade Thokozane Kenneth 

Kunene, travelled to Venezuela to provide solidarity to 

the people there. 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of COSATU and NEHAWU picket at the 

Matsamo border post in support of a public sector 

workers’ strike action in Swaziland. 

Thokozane Kenneth 

Kunene 

General Secretary 

(+27)72 594 3971  

 

Pius Vilakati 

Information and Publicity 

(+27)81 353 3383 

Facebook: Communist 

Party of Swaziland - CPS 

Twitter: @CPSwaziland 

Email: 

cpswa.org@gmail.com 

 

96 Jorissen ST 

Braamfontein,  

Johannesburg  
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TOWARDS A FRAMEWORK FOR DEVELOPING ARMED STRUGGLE 

N 
ELSON MANDELA wrote in his autobi-

ography Long Walk to Freedom:  

“In planning the direction and form that 

MK would take, we considered four types 

of violent activities: sabotage, guerrilla warfare, terror-

ism and open revolution. For a small fledgling army, 

open revolution was inconceivable. Terrorism inevita-

bly reflected poorly on those who used it, undermining 

any public support it might otherwise garner. Guerrilla 

warfare was a possibility, but since the ANC had been 

reluctant to embrace violence at all, it made sense to 

start with the form of violence that inflicted the least 

harm against individuals: sabotage.” (…)  

“Our strategy was to make selective forays against 

military installations, power plants, telephone lines 

and transportation links; targets that would not only 

hamper the military effectiveness of the state, but 

frighten National Party supporters, scare away foreign 

capital, and weaken the economy. Strict instructions 

were given to members of MK that we would counte-

nance no loss of life. But if sabotage did not produce 

the results we wanted, we were prepared to move on 

to the next stage: guerrilla warfare and terror-

ism.” (Long Walk to Freedom, page 271)  

This is sound advice on how to approach armed 

struggle.  

Key words here in terms of the reason for launching 

armed struggle and the type of struggle required are 

that such a strategy should “produce the results we 

wanted”.  

Armed struggle must be tailored to the results we 

want. It must not be simply a result of anger and frus-

tration, or revenge – or, worse, romantic ideas of 

struggle drawn from the past. It is a tool for achieving 

our demand for freedom and democracy – and even-

tually socialism.   

The repeated calls for democracy in Swaziland, 

made over several decades, fall on deaf ears: all ef-

forts to introduce democracy (as the only road to free-

ing Swazis from the oppression of dictatorship) are 

bitterly and violently resisted by the monarchy and 

royal elite.  

At the same time, the situa-

tion of the people is wors-

ening on every front: health, 

education, social welfare, 

housing, water & sanitation, 

and overall wellbeing. We 

have run campaigns for 

nearly 10 years calling for 

the unbanning of political 

parties and for freedom of 

assembly and media, and for free and fair elections.  

The response has simply been more oppression. The 

situation has been exacerbated by the refusal of Swa-

ziland’s neighbours and SADC to put any meaningful 

pressure on the Mswati regime to end the dictatorship. 

They have been complicit in sustaining the dictatorship.  

The struggle needs to shift into a higher gear. The de-

mand for democracy must be amplified and made urgent.   

The demand Democracy Now! incorporates all the 

demands of existing campaign work: unbanning parties, 

free and fair elections, free media and freedom of assem-

bly.  

But Democracy Now! has the added component of 

armed struggle. This makes it qualitatively different from 

past campaigns.  

Democracy Now! is a call for immediate results. We 

do not want to negotiate with the monarchy: it must abdi-

cate and make way for democratic change under an inter-

im administration. We are under no illusion that, given the 

many years in which we have been calling for freedom 

and democracy, the regime will embrace democracy and 

freedom for our people.  

The regime must be forced to give up power! We must 

combine intensified campaign work for change with meth-

ods of exerting stronger pressure on the regime.  

A sabotage campaign would be the most appropri-

ate means of doing this. We are not in a position to 

wage warfare; terrorism is counter-productive; all-out or 

even elements of revolutionary war is unfeasible in our 

situation.   

We must also consider the scale of existing struggle in 

Swaziland, the small size of our country and very small 

population, the small number and size of urban areas, 

and so on.  

This should aim to prevent monarchic rule from func-

tioning normally by disrupting power and communications, 

deterring tourism (a secondary campaign Don’t Visit Swa-

ziland until It’s Free needs to accompany Democracy 

Now!), deterring business from outside the country, im-

peding the functioning of the sugar industry and other 

industries.  

Issued by the CPS Central Committee on 12 July 2019 
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In all cases the target must be infrastructure, not individuals. Threats and intimidation aimed at indi-

viduals amount to thuggish behaviour and must be avoided. An exception is when we aim to prevent 

top officials in the government, police, army from carrying out their work. 

It should not as far as possible aim to prevent our people going about their work and everyday lives 

(e.g. we would never target schools or other places of learning, hospitals etc) – though such soft sabo-

tage targets might appear easy.   

The targets of sabotage should in every case be linked to the state and Tinkhundla system ’s capaci-

ty to function; to disrupting the scope for the government, monarchy, police, army, civil service to func-

tion.  Particular attention should be given to disrupting government / monarchic digital communications 

through cyber warfare.  

This requires special expertise and assistance that must be worked out. We need to seek assis-

tance from outside the country for this, possibly from friendly states. The precise means and forms of 

sabotage, and careful preparations for launching such a campaign of armed struggle, will be worked 

out by a small secretariat seconded from the CPS CC.  

Secrecy is crucial, but the support of the CC and (trusted) membership must be secured. The idea 

of a sabotage campaign must be seen as integral to ensuring that our core demands succeed. It is 

important that sabotage acts hit their mark effectively and are immediately backed up by well-

publicised political demands.   

At an appropriate time, the regime and media in Swaziland must be notified of the intention to 

launch armed struggle. It should be made aware that the demand for Democracy Now! will be backed 

up by violent action.   

When we decide on the above points, we need to give special consideration to:  

• what sorts of sabotage work are feasible?  

• what sorts of training do we need?  

• what can we do given existing resources and contacts, and what more is needed?  

• creating an appropriate structure;  

• what support can we get from friendly forces?  

• security.  

 

(cont’d 

    LICINISO 
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T 
he Swaziland National Union of Students (SNUS) takes great 

pleasure in a protest march by students from 3 institutions in 

Mbabane to the ministry of Labour & Social Security. The 

March consisted of 3 institutions namely Limkokwing Universi-

ty of Creative Technology, Eswatini Christian Medical University and 

UNESWA (Mbabane Campus) students and they had gone to deliver a 

petition to the ministry on the rejection of new allowance payment meth-

od, scholarships for all admitted first year students, allowance increment 

and for the ministry to involve students in decision making especially 

when it involves the students.  

This was the first time students from various institutions came together 

to speak in one voice, and yes the sound was amplified.  

After the delivery on the way to the bus rank students and police 

clashed due to a minor misunderstanding and all he'll broke lose as the 

police started bashing students with their batons. Students ran helter-

skelter around town and in the process dozens were injured with three 

being rushed to the Mbabane Government Hospital. 7 students were de-

tained for over 4 hours and tortured, assaulted and humiliated including 

the SNUS President and Secretary General, Cde Thuba (Mbabane cam-

pus chairperson), cde Lindo from LUCT and cde Prosper Simelane the 

SRC president of ECMU. The comrades were later released after record-

ing statements.  

As the union we condemn such brutality from the state police who 

seem always eager to be 'provoked' during marches and protests. The 

effort by these institutions to unite and champion the fight for what is right-

fully theirs we applaud and promote as unity in action is the cornerstone 

of our organisation. This historic activity was the first to many more that 

are yet to come. Until the students are heard and the scholarship policy is 

reversed or replaced by another policy favouring education as a whole 

instead of belittling tertiary education, students should not rest.  

SNUS STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF STUDENTS’ MARCH 

16 August 2019  

    LICINISO 
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mentation and hire them without filling in their relevant 

legal details.  

These workers accordingly fall directly into the catego-

ry of undocumented workers. 

Ultimately, dissatisfaction within the citizens boils over 

and leads to such condemnable xenophobic attacks; at-

tacks against the victims of capitalism. The result of all 

this is division of workers and maximum profits for the 

companies.  

However, blaming undocumented foreigners for xeno-

phobic attacks takes away the reality that the attackers 

are not merely attacking undocumented foreign nationals, 

but foreign nationals in the last resort. The worst victims 

are those of African origin, with the claim that they 

(foreign nationals) are stealing South Africans’ jobs. 

To address the problem with specific regard to the at-

tacks on Swazi truck drivers, the people of Swaziland 

must ask themselves why Swazi workers have had to 

throw themselves into such super exploitative conditions 

when Swaziland is marketed by the ruling regime as a 

“peaceful” country where everyone is happy? The fact of 

the matter is that the tinkhundla regime has destroyed the 

economy of Swaziland. It is plainly due to the tinkhundla 

regime that many Swazis have abandoned the country in 

search for better educational, health and economic oppor-

tunities, particularly in South Africa. It is the regime which 

has ensured a “first world” glamorous lifestyle for the royal 

family while close to 70 percent of the population remain 

poverty stricken. 

Thus, unless the tinkhundla system is overthrown and a 

truly democratic Swaziland formed, one where freedom is 

used to develop the people in a democratic manner, more 

Swazis will continue to face risks of attacks in South Afri-

ca and other parts of the globe wherever they find them-

selves. All efforts must thus be towards uniting against the 

tinkhundla regime which continues to oppress and impov-

erish the people. 

The CPS notes and welcomes the good work that has 

been done by unions under the Congress of South African 

Trade Unions (Cosatu) and other progressive forces in 

condemning the violence and the threats, but also for rais-

ing consciousness of workers on this issue. The work that 

has been done by Cosatu to mobilise for the unionisation 

of workers, including foreign nationals, is commendable 

towards uniting workers. It is when workers are united 

against capitalism along with national chauvinism, that 

they will be able to defeat divisive attitudes, tendencies 

and beliefs like xenophobia. 

T 
he Communist Party of Swaziland (CPS) 

condemns xenophobic attacks and 

threats directed at Swazi truck drivers on 

South African roads particularly in the 

Kwa-Zulu Natal and Mpumalanga prov-

inces.  

These attacks have an innate link with the xeno-

phobic violence directed generally against foreign na-

tionals across South Africa and have nothing to do 

with resolving the real problem afflicting the working 

class in Africa, generally, and South Africa, particular-

ly. 

With the same intensity, the CPS also condemns 

xenophobic attacks against all foreign nationals. 

The problem of xenophobic attacks, by no means 

an inherently and exclusively South African problem, 

must be studied from its roots, lest solutions become a 

mere façade and cover-up over a festering wound. 

Such attacks contribute to the decay of the unity of the 

working class while at the same time ensuring maxi-

mum profits for capital. 

The ultimate aim of capitalism is nothing but the 

maximisation of profit at whatever cost. This is the rea-

son why trucking companies in South Africa, in their 

drive to force down production costs and maximise 

profits, always aim to hire labour power at its lowest 

cost possible. Foreign nationals, particularly those 

who hail from war-torn countries and those from coun-

tries which have political and economic crises, includ-

ing Swaziland, are the most vulnerable in this in-

stance.  

The heavy reliance on undocumented, and in 

many instances unqualified, foreign nationals fits into 

the aims of companies to cut costs, maximise profits, 

while at the same time dividing workers. Such workers 

are often unable to join unions and meaningfully con-

tribute in the collective defence of workers’ rights, thus 

dividing workers across nationalities and races.  

Additionally, due to destitution and desperation, 

undocumented workers are often the likeliest to accept 

the lowest pay while working unreasonably long hours 

doing extra work. They also lose benefits which would 

have been due to them in the case of documentation. 

In cases where the company is liable for negligence, 

they are left alone to face the legal consequences. It is 

important to also bring to the fore the fact that even in 

instances where foreign nationals are in South Africa 

legally and have all the relevant documentation, some 

companies have the tendency to disregard this docu-

COMMUNIST PARTY OF SWAZILAND ON THE ATTACK OF 

SWAZI TRUCK DRIVERS ON SOUTH AFRICAN ROADS  

Statement: 3 September 2019 
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Combat revenge xenophobic attacks 

While the CPS condemns the xenophobic violence taking place in South Africa, the Party does not condone any 

revenge attacks against South African truck drivers who cross over onto Swaziland roads. The CPS thus equally 

condemns any chauvinistic approach to the matter, as well as anti-South African worker sentiments, including 

plans to attack South African truck drivers and other South African nationals working in Swaziland. National 

chauvinism, including narrow nationalism, is as wrong as the xenophobic attacks which the CPS condemns. 

The CPS thus calls for the widest possible unity within the workers of the world, in general, and African workers, 

in particular, against the root cause of xenophobia, capitalism, especially in its imperialist form. The people of 

Swaziland have also to unite in the fight for the democratisation of the country, for the free development of the 

people of Swaziland.  

(cont’d) 
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We must never forget that, while many people tended 

to distance themselves from the three comrades (Jack, 

MJ and Amos), with some doing so by their loud silence, 

the Swaziland Solidarity Network (SSN) did not cower like 

them. This is one of the acts which strengthened the re-

solve of especially young comrades to stand up and fight 

against the oppressive regime. The Communist Party of 

Swaziland also takes this opportunity to pay tribute to all 

the comrades and organisations, including PUDEMO, 

SWAYOCO, SSN and TUCOSWA, who have been vic-

tims of the Suppression of Terrorism Act which was hur-

riedly passed that year, 2008. Their fight has not been in 

vain. 

Struggle for people’s power and control 

over the land 

The Communist Party of Swaziland will continue to 

intensify the struggle for people’s power. Power in Swazi-

land necessarily includes the land question. We raise this 

issue sharply due to the manner in which the regime has 

intensified its eviction programme – eviction of poverty-

stricken families. Poor people have been evicted by the 

regime without compensation or resettlement. Some of 

the evictions have been conducted by private capitalist 

entities, but also with the cooperation of the regime.  

The tinkhundla regime has almost unlimited power 

over the land. It is important to remember that Swaziland 

is ruled by an absolute monarchy. This absolute monar-

chy was birthed when the late king Sobhuza II abrogated 

the 1968 constitution on 12 April 1973 and bestowed all 

executive, legislative and judicial powers upon himself. 

From then on, Sobhuza declared that the army would be 

on hand to ensure that these powers remain with the 

monarchy. 

Some commentators have the terrible tendency of con-

demning the current absolute monarch, Mswati, while at 

the same time praising Sobhuza as a wise king who cared 

for the people. This is a distortion of history! And it is too 

often deliberate! More, it is insulting to the people! It is 

Sobhuza who, along with his family, collaborated with the 

British colonisers to evict the people from their land and 

made them squatters in their own county.  

After Swaziland’s independence in 1968, Sobhuza 

continued to collaborate with international capital to dis-

possess the people of their land in order to meet the de-

mand for sugarcane production. It is Sobhuza who made 

the people donate mainly their livestock to a fund which 

would later be known as “Tibiyo Taka Ngwane” with the 

lie that this fund would be held “in trust by the king for the 

people”.  

W 
hen Comrade Jack Govender and 

Comrade Musa “MJ” Dlamini died on 

that fateful night of September 2008, 

many of the current members of the 

Communist Party of Swaziland were very young. Yet 

we vividly remember the day when the media reported 

about the death of the two freedom fighters. That will 

never leave our memory. They continue to inspire us 

to always double our efforts in the struggle for freedom 

in Swaziland. 

The Communist Party of Swaziland takes this op-

portunity to yet again send deepest condolences to 

the families of Comrade Jack and Comrade MJ, and to 

comrades and friends. 

We also take the opportunity to wish a continued 

fighting spirit to Comrade Amos Mbedzi, who was ar-

rested by the Mswati autocracy on the same night af-

ter sustaining sever injuries. Comrade Amos was later 

convicted and sentenced to 85 years in prison in 2012. 

We continue to call for his release. 

To the people of Swaziland, Comrade Jack and 

Comrade MJ were heroes! We dare not forget their 

names! We dare not forget their contribution to the 

struggles of the people! Their lives should inspire us to 

push forward with more revolutionary force for a free 

and democratic Swaziland marching towards social-

ism! 

At this juncture, it is important to state a little more 

about Comrade Jack Govender. Comrade Jack in-

spired the oppressed people of Swaziland because he 

had decided to leave his democratic country, South 

Africa, and dedicated his life to the service of the Swa-

ziland revolution. The people of Swaziland know that 

he died providing solidarity to the people. His is the 

greatest sacrifice to a struggle against the dictatorship. 

Comrade MJ will also continue to inspire especially 

young comrades of Swaziland. As a lawyer, who could 

have easily lived a good life of financial security under 

the system, he gave up all those things and dedicated 

his life to the struggle. We also know that even during 

his student days at the University of Swaziland he 

would often sacrifice tests and assignments whenever 

a revolutionary duty called. 

The regime may have celebrated the death of our 

comrades, but they still do not comprehend the 

amount of inspiration that their death poured upon the 

oppressed people! In their honour we must inculcate 

more radical and decisive activism in the fight for the 

overthrow of the tinkhundla regime! 

COMMUNIST PARTY OF SWAZILAND’S ADDRESS TO THE MEMORIAL LECTURE OF 

COMRADE JACK GOVENDER AND COMRADE MUSA “MJ” DLAMINI  

Held in Chatsworth, KwaZulu-Natal Province, 21 September 2019  
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Associations of Swaziland. The workers reiterated their 

resolve yesterday, Friday 20 September 2019, to engage 

on a strike action from Monday 23 September in demand 

for a cost of living adjustment. The support must be by 

both Swaziland-based and international organisations. 

In honour of our dearly departed comrades, let us join 

hands in the fight against the tinkhundla regime! Let us 

also unite our forces against our common enemy! 

Power to the people!  

 

The absolute monarch expropriated the people’s 

fund (Tibiyo), along with its investments, for the benefit 

of the royal family and close friends. Things have got 

worse over the decades. 

Early this year, the Communist Party thoroughly 

investigated the evictions problem in places like 

Moneni township in Manzini, Vuvulane and Madonsa. 

The results of our findings will be the subject of dis-

cussion in the Annual Summer School of the Party to 

be held in December this year. The report will be but-

tressed by, and compared with, findings from other 

research institutions for a thorough engagement. 

We must mention that there is nothing African or 

indigenous about the tinkhundla system. Neither is 

there anything inherently and exclusively African about 

the tinkhundla system. If it were African and indige-

nous, it would mean that it is inherently within African 

societies that the vast majority of the people must 

work while the fruits of their production are enjoyed by 

one family! It would also mean that African values are 

inherently oppressive and meant to impoverish the 

people; that the right to eat, drink, have clothing and 

have shelter are all disregarded under the African val-

ues system! 

History proves, again and again, that the tinkhundla 

system was formed by the royal family in collaboration 

with the apartheid regime of South Africa. In fact, the 

first international media which profiled and praised the 

abrogation of the independence constitution was 

SABC Radio in South Africa. For Sobhuza and the 

royal family, the abrogation of the constitution obvious-

ly meant more concentration of power in their hands. 

On the other hand, to the apartheid regime it meant 

improved access into Swaziland to abduct or kill mem-

bers of the South African liberation forces exiled in 

Swaziland. 

A call for unity-in-action 

The Communist Party of Swaziland calls for unity 

among the democratic forces of Swaziland. We take it 

upon ourselves to make an honest contribution to the 

building of the democratic forces. These include the 

Trade Union Congress of Swaziland (Tucoswa). 

In our National Conference held in April this year, 

we also called for the intensification of the cultural 

boycott campaign against Swaziland. The boycott has 

been led by the SSN for some time, to which we pay 

tribute for the great work done. However, the voice of 

the democratic forces in Swaziland has not been loud 

enough. We therefore call for more of our forces in 

Swaziland to own up to the campaign and also make 

practical contributions to it. 

Lastly, the Communist Party of Swaziland calls for 

support of workers organised under the Public Sector 

(cont’d) 
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old Teachers' Organisation, trying to make it a skunk: put-

ting it into disrepute in the process. It is, therefore, a seri-

ous cause for concern for us as the SNAT to have a Roy-

alty-Appointed Head of Government slowly becoming a 

social engineer of falsified information. Lies cannot and 

shall never be an ingredient of success in the position that 

he holds in Government. 

Ambrose, please desist from telling fibs: it belittles 

you, not as a Prime Minister but as a man and it makes us 

to doubt your ability to think critically for solutions to coun-

teract challenges such as this one. The whole fabrication 

means you do not make the cut to hold the office that you 

are occupying, currently, on Royal appointment. As a 

man, you cannot thrive on hearsay, rumours and grape-

vine.  

It is even worse if you are a head of Government. 

Your behaviour is likened to that of a man whose reser-

voir of ideas is quickly running out of financial resources. 

Populism and emotional blackmail shall not last. For that, 

we throw the gauntlet to him to bring proof of this serious 

allegation. 

Furthermore, to imply that the Civil servants strike 

shall only be conducted by *teachers* is divisive, a cock 

and bull story and nonsensical. All PSAs (SNAT, 

NAPSAWU & SNAGAP) shall partake in the upcoming 

strike. Please take note of that.  

AN ANATOMY OF MANDVULO'S FULL STATEMENT 

As Civil Servants, we are sick and tired of listening to 

your chorus of a government which is in a serious eco-

nomic quagmire and yet other celebrations and capital 

projects continue, as planned. Please spare that monoto-

nous hymn for future generations, not us. 

If the areas so listed here have not been able to ade-

quately boost economic growth so as to fund the much-

deserved CoLA, then where does the money to fund Bu-

ganu (Buhleni and Hlane) Incwala, Imihlanga (Ludzidzini 

and Mbangweni), King's Birthday, Huge delegations going 

abroad on vacation etc come from? Civil servants MUST 

also have a share from that cake. 

If we are invited to join forces to resuscitate the econ-

omy, why are we not invited to join forces as to how ex-

penditure of the national cake {G-Wallet} is to be effect-

ed? We are not kids Mr. Prime Minister, we have been 

around for quite some time now. The Government Esti-

mates from 1st April 2019 to 31st March 2022 have no 

provision for a CoLA. 

1. EXPOSITION 

Y 
esterday, September 13, 2019, the Swa-

ziland National Association of Teachers 

(SNAT) bumped into a Press Statement 

{No.22/2019} that was said to be re-

leased by the Head of the Swaziland Royal Govern-

ment-one Mr. Ambrose Mandvulo "Sibaya" Dlamini.  

In his statement, Mandvulo made a litany of alle-

gations that were not only fabricated but also mislead-

ing. This statement, therefore, aims at correctly ad-

dressing those issues, lest they cause irreparable 

harm both to the resilient members of the SNAT and 

the unsuspecting Public at large. 

2. BREAKDOWN OF THE STATEMENT 

In his introductory sentence, Mandvulo alleges 

that; 

I. "PSAs are making negative publicity about the 

Government." 

From this assertion, Sibaya is blowing-off-steam: 

trying to get public sympathy because he knows that 

the issues that are raised by the civil servants are gen-

uine. Telling the truth is not tantamount to bad publici-

ty, as the PM alleges. It is a known fact that Govern-

ment has flatly refused to adjust our salaries as work-

ers, and this cannot be hidden neither can it be sugar-

coated since it is an open secret. 

II. "Sponsors of Teachers Strike" 

This allegation by Sibaya is disturbing, trumped-up 

and flawed. The resolution to strike was made by all 

teachers by voting (above threshold) for the legal 

strike action. There has never been a person or organ-

isation who sponsored the strike by teachers, in any-

way. Mandvulo is a pathological liar in this regard: has 

resorted to tell grandiose lies that stretch and exceed 

the limits of believability. As the SNAT, we challenge 

him (Ambrose) to: 

• Openly name those who are sponsoring the 

teachers strike 

• Inform the Public who those reputable sponsors 

are 

• Mention the kind of sponsorship that the SNAT 

received from these philanthropists 

We are, as a matter of principle, convinced that 

Sibaya is trying to demonise the ninety-one (91) year-

SNAT RESPONSE ON GOVERNMENT STATEMENT 

RELEASED BY MR AMBROSE MANDVULO DLAMINI  

Statement, 14 September 2019  
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PSAs are prepared to show Mandvulo where the mon-

ey to fund the CoLA can be solicited from. Imali Yinyenti 

kabi kaNgwane, mane idliwa sigodzi!!! 

Nobody has called anyone to our strike. Regarding the 

No Work No Pay issue, we request the Head of Govern-

ment to tell us something new, not this folksong. We are 

prepared for that. It does not send any chill in our spines. 

As PSAs, we are always open to engagement, 24 

hours a day and seven (7) days a week-so long as those 

engagements will be characterised by realism, respect 

and sincerity. Truly speaking, no one can be party to a 

process in which one party is showing high levels of sar-

casm and pomposity, a fabric of the Tinkhundla regime. 

DENOUEMENT 

As the SNAT, we call upon all our comrades to the 

battle front, beginning on Tuesday (17-09-2019) as per 

the released schedule. The call is resolute: 7.85% CoLA. 

Unity of Purpose!! 

A Force Unparalleled!!  

The 54% once-off basic salary that was effected in 

2013 has been quoted out of context in the foregoing 

discourse. Mandvulo dismally failed to make a con-

nection and or how same can advance our course as 

workers. The 54% was a once-off as he said, and it 

was coming from Early Voluntary Retirement. In fact, it 

made our conditions worse as it shocked the markets, 

the prices of goods and services skyrocketed in re-

sponse to that. The 5% which was then awarded 

meant nothing to the already high cost of living at that 

time (2013). This money was, in fact, a compensation 

which the erstwhile government made due to its failure 

to award a CoLA for some years but at least that Gov-

ernment could engage workers and agree on certain 

processes and thoroughfares, the same thing that we 

are calling this government to do. If Mandvulo is say-

ing he will give us another 54% plus a negotiated Co-

LA, then we can start to engage in productive dis-

course. As it stands, bringing those issues here is just 

a desperate measure in trying to be relevant by the 

Royal Servant. 

To bring him on-board, since he was MTN CEO 

then, Mandvulo is supposed to know that the 17.07% 

that was awarded in 2016 did not mean that no Cost 

of Living Adjustment [CoLA] is to be then awarded for 

some years to come. Bringing that issue here and now 

is way off-line: hitting way below the belt. 

The respect that he says he has for the PSAs is not 

at all evident in his pragmatic actions. It only exists in 

the words; his body language tells a different story and 

we cannot be fooled by this rhetoric. 

To say no amount of persuasion can enable gov-

ernment to award a CoLA is sarcastic and this is not 

supposed to be said by an individual holding his office. 

With regard to the ballooning Wage Bill, let him ad-

dress the issue of ghost employees and those who are 

employed in more than one sector. The majority of 

these are Princes and Princesses. The nation, as a 

case in point, needs lucid answers as to whether or 

not people like Sikhanyiso are still members of the 

Royal Swaziland Police (RSP) or she resigned when 

she became minister. The loafers who serve in end-

less boards, where else do they get their salaries. We 

need answers on those critical issues. 

Mandvulo received a Royal appointment and is 

running the Government-let him work on a myriad of 

sustainable strategies to resuscitate the economy and 

must not tell us about retrenchments. One could be 

cutting the size of delegations to foreign missions. We 

still want to see how many will accompany the King to 

the upcoming 24th UN General Assembly [UNGA] 

from the 17-30 September 2019 in the US, New York 

City. 

(cont’d

    LICINISO 



12 

This latest attack on Comrade Mcolisi by the Mswati 

regime is not the first. On 11 January 2019 he, together 

with Comrade Njabulo “Njefire” Dlamini (the late Interna-

tional Organiser of the CPS and leader in SNAT) was 

picked up from a large group of workers and arrested in 

Manzini by the police while on their way to a workers’ 

meeting. They were charged with jaywalking and assault 

of a police officer thereaf-

ter. The intention was to 

sabotage the meeting. 

Comrade Mcolisi is cur-

rently out on bail as the 

case continues in the 

Manzini Magistrates’ 

Court.  

Before the January 2019 

arrest, in February 2016 

he was arrested during a 

workers’ protest action 

demanding a salary re-

view. He was charged 

under the Public Order 

Act, together with the cur-

rent president of SNAT, 

Comrade Mbongwa 

Dlamini. The state was 

keen on forcing a journal-

ist to testify against them. 

This case as well remains pending in court. 

In 2017, Comrade Mcolisi had his house broken into. A 

laptop was stolen, but the police have never bothered to 

investigate. There is well grounded suspicion that it was 

the police who orchestrated the break-in in search of in-

formation which they would use to charge him under Swa-

ziland’s draconian laws. 

The police frequently visit his place of work either to 

harass him or to monitor his moves. Often, the police hold 

secret meetings with the head teacher when they are at 

the school. The headteacher, on the other hand, keeps a 

special register to record his movements. When the 

headteacher arrived at Comrade Mcolisi’s school, she 

openly declared in an open staff meeting that she was 

deployed by the Teachers’ Service Commission to deal 

with certain individuals in the school. It is now clear who 

those individuals were.  

Comrade Mcolisi has experienced many instances 

where his participation in the activities of his union has 

been frustrated by the headteacher.  

 

T 
he Communist Party of Swaziland (CPS) 

continues to stand firm on the side of 

workers as they continue to prepare to-

wards a public sector workers’ strike ac-

tion beginning next week, Monday 23 September 

2019. The workers demand a 7.85 per cent cost of 

living adjustment. The Mswati autocracy has intensifed 

its intimidatory tactics by 

threatening to expel 

Comrade Mcolisi 

Ngcamphalala, the CPS 

Deputy National Chair-

person, from his teach-

ing profession under 

false claims that he ab-

sented himself without 

informing his supervi-

sors. 

As a revolutionary 

and a teacher, Comrade 

Mcolisi Ngcamphalala is 

also a member of the 

Swaziland National As-

sociation of Teachers 

(SNAT), an affiliate of 

the Trade Union Con-

gress of Swaziland 

(Tucoswa). He serves in 

the teachers’ union as its Regional Chairperson in the 

Lubombo Region, east of Swaziland. This latest attack 

on Comrade Mcolisi is in essence the continued deep-

ening of the suppression of workers’ unions by the 

regime and an attack against the workers’ federation 

Tucoswa and the CPS.  

Following an official deployment by Tucoswa on a 

labour networking summit, Comrade Mcolisi formally, 

in writing, followed all outlined procedures in order to 

be released from work to attend union activities: he 

communicated to both the school headteacher and 

deputy headteacher. Attending union activities should 

be respected as a right accruing to unions. 

Upon his return, he was made to sign absent-from-

duty forms, notwithstanding the fact that he had com-

municated accordingly. The headteacher even refused 

to receive a detailed written report of his whereabouts 

soon after his return. The intention is thus to present a 

narrative that he simply went AWOL for four days, 

which is a case for dismissal according to government 

regulations.  

Communist Party of Swaziland stands firm on the side of workers 

in latest dictatorial acts of union-bashing by the Mswati regime 

Statement, 19 September 2019  

One of the “commitment forms” issued by Mswati’s 

government forcing school principals to monitor 

teachers’ movements in a bid to crush their strike action. 
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unity, close ranks against the Mswati regime and its pup-

pets. The Party unapologetically supports the upcoming 

strike action by public sector workers, which begins on 

Monday 23 September 2019. The support will continue to 

be practical as in the past. In the face of continuous har-

assment by the regime, Communists will not cower and 

abandon workers! 

Down with the tinkhundla regime! 

Workers of Swaziland, unite!  

 

These acts by the regime are nothing but machi-

nations to suppress workers, and by doing so also 

suppress the calls for the increase of salaries and im-

provement of working conditions. The Mswati autocra-

cy hopes that by doing so, the voices of democracy 

will be subdued. 

Comrade Mcolisi is not the first, and certainly will 

not be the last, to face such harassment by the Mswati 

autocracy and its agents. SNAT President, Comrade 

Mbongwa Dlamini, was charged by Mswati’s govern-

ment with misconduct for what the regime claimed 

was “unauthorised absenteeism” from his school on 

31 January 2019 when he was exercising his right to 

attend union activities on that date. He had followed 

the requisite processes and been duly given permis-

sion by the headteacher of Mhubhe High School. 

Mswati’s handpicked prime minister has already 

made public claims that the upcoming strike action by 

public sector associations is the furtherance of political 

ends outside the scope of workers. He issued threats 

against the leadership of public sector unions following 

the resolution by workers to strike. These stunts are 

obviously meant to quell the resolve of workers to 

strike on Monday. (Also see SNAT’s response to 

Mswati’s prime minister, above, on these claims - Li-

ciniso Ed) 

The Mswati regime has publicly and privately de-

clared that it does not want any CPS activists in the 

unions, including any action which the regime sus-

pects is influenced by the CPS. They have instructed 

their trusted people in unions and at some instances 

deployed undercover police to deal with CPS mem-

bers. 

The CPS, and indeed the thousands of workers, 

remains concerned, following the death of Comrade 

Njabulo on 23 May 2019 under mysterious circum-

stances, that Comrade Mcolisi is being subjected to 

similar treatment by the regime. The CPS is not taking 

this attack on Comrade Mcolisi lightly. It is deliberately 

directed against a Communist, the intention being to 

isolate him from the rest of the workers.  

The CPS also warns those who are being used by 

the regime against our comrades to desist from such 

counterrevolutionary practices for they may have a 

long-term bearing in the future. CPS members’ partici-

pation in unions, including their political duties, are 

part and parcel of the noble cause to end the suffer-

ings of the people under the tinkhundla regime. They 

are sacrificing their lives every day to that end. Addi-

tionally, the CPS is part and parcel of the working 

class movement and will not separate itself from work-

ers. 

The CPS calls upon workers to strengthen their 

(cont’d) 

    LICINISO 
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Such violence 

has been a reality in 

Swaziland since the 

late dictator, Sobhu-

za II, abrogated the 

constitution on 12 

April 1973. On that 

day, Sobhuza 

moved on to bestow 

all executive, legis-

lative and judicial 

powers upon him-

self and implement-

ed a state of emer-

gency where he 

would rule by de-

cree. 

The task for the 

fortification of unity is now more important than ever. Unity 

is the greatest strength that workers need in order to de-

feat the regime, along with militant and decisive action 

and leadership. The Swaziland government has not im-

plemented a cost of living adjustment for workers since 

2016. It has, however, easily chosen to splash public 

funds on the royal family's extravagant lifestyle. Close to 

70 per cent of the people of Swaziland live below the pov-

erty line. Swaziland remains one of the most unequal so-

cieties in the world. Poverty, inequality and unemploy-

ment, along with the worsening education and health sys-

tems, continue to deepen under the tinkhundla system. 

The Communist Party of Swaziland will continue to 

stand with workers from all sectors in the demand for jus-

tice. Workers must strengthen their unity and ensure to 

avoid infiltration by the regime. All efforts must lead to-

wards a decisive national strike and uprising against the 

regime, for the dismantling of the tinkhundla system and 

replacement by a people’s democratic republic.  

T 
he Communist Party of Swaziland (CPS) 

continues to stand with all public sector 

workers in their ongoing demand for a 

7.85 per cent cost of living adjustment. 

The CPS further commends the worker unity that has 

been manifested during the recent actions. 

Public sector unions peacefully marched through 

the streets of the capital city, Mbabane, yesterday 25 

September 2019. These are workers organised under 

the Swaziland National Association of Teachers, Swa-

ziland National Association of Government Accounting 

Personnel and the National Association of Public Ser-

vices and Allied Workers' Union. 

While workers peace-

fully marched for jus-

tice yesterday 25 Sep-

tember 2019, the 

Mswati autocracy, 

through its military 

police, reacted with 

violence to quell the 

march which was get-

ting more support 

even from public 

transport drivers and 

conductors. This is the 

only language that the 

autocracy knows. By 

late last night, 17 

workers had been confirmed injured by police assault. 

The assault involved rubber bullets, live bullets and 

assault by batons. 

COMMUNIST PARTY OF SWAZILAND COMMENDS WORKER UNITY 

DURING STRIKE ACTION, CONDEMNS POLICE BRUTALITY  

Statement, 26 September 2019  
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COMMUNIST PARTY OF SWAZILAND SUPPORTS CALLS FOR A 

PEOPLE’S GOVERNMENT IN SUDAN AND JUSTICE FOR CRIMES 

COMMITTED AGAINST THE PEOPLE  

T 
he Communist Party of Swaziland (CPS) sup-

ports the popular calls for a people’s govern-

ment in Sudan and that those who have caused 

untold pain to the people of Sudan through the 

decades of dictatorship and the recent days be face justice. 

This support is made in line with the CPS’s international 

outlook, particularly in the African continent, that the unbri-

dled killing, arrest, torture and arbitrary arrest of the people 

by some African regimes must come to a halt. 

The latest bout of massacre in Sudan took place on 

Monday 29 July 2019, perpetrated by the army and the se-

curity forces in Al-Obeid city. In Al-Obeid eight people were 

cowardly shot, all in the head, and tens were injured. This 

led to thousands of mass protesters taking to the streets in 

the capital and other major cities condemning this cold-

blooded crime, demanding that the culprits be brought to 

justice and holding the Transitional Military Council (TMC) 

as solely responsible for these crimes against the people. 

The CPS calls upon all progressive forces in the African 

continent and beyond to amplify their voices against such 

crimes and dictatorships, for the democratisation of the Af-

rican continent. Dictatorial regimes like those of absolute 

monarch Mswati in Swaziland, Omar Al-Bashir in Sudan 

and others use the very loud silence of the progressive 

voices in Africa as a justification for their crimes. The peo-

ple of Sudan should not be left to fight alone. Let the pro-

gressive voices in Africa stand up and be counted!  

Statement: 1 August 2019 
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COMMUNIST PARTY OF SWAZILAND SUPPORTS THE PEOPLE OF 

VENEZUELA IN THEIR FIGHT AGAINST IMPERIALIST AGGRESSION  

Statement: 1 August 2019  

T 
he Communist Party of Swaziland (CPS) stands 

with the people of Venezuela and condemns the 

imposition of new economic sanctions by the 

government of the United States of America 

(USA) on the Venezuelan people. The latest aggressive act 

by the imperialist force is a continuation of attacks on the 

people of Venezuela especially after the USA’s failure to 

remove democratically-elected President Nicolás Maduro 

and impose an unelected person in his stead. 

The CPS supports the right of the people of Venezuela to 

chart their own path as they see fit. 

The strengthening of the economic blockade against the 

Venezuelan government will only deepen the suffering of 

the people in that country. The wider USA scheme is the 

control of Venezuelan natural resources, including control 

of the entire Latin American region. 

The Communist Party of Swaziland will continue to par-

ticipate in all solidarity efforts meant to expose the imperial-

ist machinations of the USA in Venezuela and support the 

right of the Venezuelan people to self-determination.  

Statement, 13 August 2019 

CPS General Secretary, Comrade Thokozane Kenneth Kunene 

(middle) in Venezuela to represent the Party, providing practical 

solidarity to the people. Here he is participating in an outreach 

programme with other comrades at the State of Lara 
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