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EDITORIAL 

O 
ur hearts are indeed grieving, our 
minds perplexed, our knees are shak-
ing, and the future is becoming more 
bleak for the future of not only the 

SNAT; but the rest of the Trade Union Movement. 
As an internationalist himself, such a loss will be 
felt by all progressive organisations in the SADC 
Region and beyond. The attributes that Njabulo 
has been trying so hard to implant in the Swazi 
Populace, will still need to be implanted. As a free-
dom loving Swazi, whose belief was that a realisa-
tion of a truly democratic dispensation be achieved 
in our lifetime, shall be a fountain of our courage 
as we run forward with the baton. Long live the 
spirit of Njabulo 'Njefire' Dlamini, Long live!  

The above words were issued by the Swaziland 
National Association of Teachers (SNAT) an-
nouncing the death of Comrade Njabulo Wilbur-
force Dlamini, fondly known among his comrades 
simply as “Njefire”. Comrade Njefire had died on 
Thursday 23 May 2019 at the Mbabane Govern-
ment Hospital. 

Comrade Njefire was the International Organiser 
of the Communist Party of Swaziland at the time of 
his death. A vibrant young cadre of the revolution, 
a trusted revolutionary worker, an internationalist, 
dedicated to the struggle of the people and a com-
munist till the end, as the Communist Party of 
Swaziland commented, Comrade Njefire died 
about two weeks before his 33rd birthday. Yet his 
short life was packed with many revolutionary acts 
of many lifetimes.   

In this edition of Liciniso, we pay tribute to a 
fallen hero of the working class. We do so by re-
producing the messages that were sent by various 
people and organisations around the world.  

We also produce one of his last written works 

which was published by the People’s Dispatch. It is 
important at this point to mention that Comrade 
Njefire worked for the revolution till he drew his last 
breathe. He never ceased to work. On his hospital 
bed he was helping with the drafting of statements 
and their release, as well as other organisational 
work.  

“Impatience” with the pace of the revolution, is 
probably one of the many ways some may de-
scribe him. Indeed, while in hospital he was in con-
stant communication with the editor of Liciniso 
and one of the things he said on the afternoon of 
14 May 2019, as he observed the deplorable state 
of the hospital and the daily deaths he was wit-
nessing, is, “We [are] taking the struggle too long, 
we will find no people to build the nation on… We 
don’t need many years to bring change in our 
country.” He also stated that in his ward they were 
collecting corpses on a daily basis, and then said, 
“Imagine what is happening in the other wards. 
How many corpses are collected in all the public 
hospitals on a daily basis? Ayaphela emaSwati!” 
Hospital thus made him see the deplorable state of 
the healthcare system as a whole as well as the 
need for the Communist Party to look at health as 
one of the major sectors to analyse more deeper 
and prioritise.  

The world lost a true revolutionary. He was hon-
est to the cause till the end. Hated by the tinkhund-
la regime, he never lost hope in the victory of the 
people. In his internationalist work he never relent-
ed even when he was threatened with death by 
intelligence operatives of the apartheid Israeli oper-
atives for organizing a seminar during the Israeli 
Apartheid Week held in Swaziland for the first time 
ever. 

INDEFATIGABLE!  
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Kurdistan.  His last major international work was dur-

ing the 2019 Israeli Apartheid Week where he 

helped organise a solidarity activity in collaboration 

with the leadership of SNUS, in solidarity with the 

Palestinian people.  

Incidentally, it was during the days leading to the 

Israeli Apartheid Week in April 2019 that he started 

receiving threatening messages from people claim-

ing to be supporters of the state of Israel. Many of 

these messages even threatened him with death for 

helping to organise the first Israeli Apartheid Week 

activity ever to be held in Swaziland. Soon after this 

activity on 6 April 2019, Comrade Njabulo got sick 

and could not even attend the CPS National Confer-

ence from 18-22 April 2019, dying a month later. 

At the time of his death he had been charged by 

the regime, together with the Deputy National Chair-

person of the CPS, on trumped up traffic offences. 

They had been arrested by the regime on 11 Janu-

ary 2019 while they were on their way to a workers’ 

planning meeting in Manzini. This arrest was one of 

the many spells of harassment by the Mswati re-

gime. 

Comrade Njabulo represented the CPS in many 

international meetings, the last being the 20
th
 Inter-

national Meeting of Communist and Workers’ Par-

ties, held in Athens, Greece, in November 2018.  

 

(continues next page) 

O 
n the late afternoon of Thursday 23 May 2019, 

the Communist Party of Swaziland (CPS) lost one 

of its best cadres and leaders, Comrade Njabulo 

Dlamini, fondly known among his comrades as 

"Njefire". At the time of his death, Comrade Njabulo Dlamini 

was the International Organiser of the CPS. He died at the 

Mbabane Government Hospital after a short illness. He had 

been diagnosed with fungal pneumonia a few weeks earlier.  

The CPS again sends heartfelt condolences to his family, 

friends, comrades, his union the Swaziland National Associ-

ation of Teachers (SNAT) and the entire members of the 

revolutionary movement throughout Swaziland and the 

world. 

COMRADE NJABULO “NJEFIRE” DLAMINI – A 

COMMUNIST TILL THE END 

 Comrade Njabulo Dlamini (12 June 1986 – 23 May 

2019), fondly known among his comrades as “Njefire”, joined 

the Communist Party Swaziland (CPS) in 2011 at its founda-

tion stage while a student at the University of Swaziland. He 

served in the Youth and Students Commission of the Party. 

Experience gained in the Commission broadened his under-

standing of the struggle, which helped him to play a key role 

in the Swaziland Union of Students (SNUS) and the entire 

student movement. He was then seconded into the Party’s 

campaigns team where he became assistant coordinator of 

the Break the Chains Campaign. 

His dedication to the struggle and revolutionary potential 

were demonstrated further when the CPS was in the front 

line in defence of the people against state-imposed eviction 

of residents in Madonsa township, near Manzini City, in 

2011. He was part of the leading ground organisers of the 

community resistance there. 

Comrade Njabulo was first elected into the CPS Central 

Committee in 2013 where he served as the Party’s National 

Organiser. While serving in that position, he graduated with 

a Bachelor of Education Degree from the University of Swa-

ziland. He was subsequently employed as a teacher by the 

government of Swaziland and was deployed in a deep rural 

primary school where he fully applied himself to impart criti-

cal knowledge on learners, slowly inculcating revolutionary 

thought in them. 

In the CPS 3
rd

 National Congress in 2017, Comrade 

Njefire was elected as the Party’s International Organiser 

where he quickly revitalised the office, serviced its tasks and 

purposes. He linked the CPS and the Swazi people’s strug-

gles with the international community. He helped the CPS to 

update the world promptly and more accurately on political 

developments in Swaziland. He also established solidarity 

campaign organs within the CPS to support other struggles 

elsewhere in the world.  He helped establish the Swaziland 

Kurdistan Solidarity Network in solidarity with the people of 

A TRUSTED REVOLUTIONARY WORKER; AN INTERNATIONALIST; DEDICATED TO THE 

STRUGGLE OF THE PEOPLE TO THE END; COMMUNIST TILL THE END!  

A message from the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Swaziland: 30 May 2019 
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ed many of these elements and won some over to his 

side.  

THE LEGACY OF COMRADE NJABULO 

SHALL LIVE ON  

Comrade Njabulo died young, a few weeks before his 

33
rd

 birthday. He still had more to contribute to the revo-

lution, in pursuit of freedom, democracy and socialism. 

The Communist Party of Swaziland will always lift 

high on, and do everything to live by, the values that 

Comrade Njabulo left. Dedication, hard work, honesty 

and loyalty to the revolution is what set him apart from 

many! He was a true Communist!  

His revolutionary spirit and legacy shall live on! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMRADE NJABULO’S UNION WORK  

Comrade Njabulo dedicated himself fully wherever he 

found himself. He participated with utmost commitment in 

the Swaziland National Association of Teachers (SNAT). 

In his new condition as a worker Comrade Njabulo’s the-

oretical and practical grasp of workers’ issues got further 

sharpened.   

His personal experiences of exploitation as a teacher, 

including the exploitation of teachers generally, by the 

royal regime helped him to advance a clearer perspective 

on how to mobilise teachers and link their issues with 

those of workers from other sectors. Primary in this re-

gard were young, temporal and misplaced teachers. He 

was able, together with other young teachers, to engage 

the union leadership to take up young teachers’ issues. 

One thing that 

did not go down well 

with some of the 

former leaders in 

the union is that 

Comrade Njabulo 

tended to pursue 

issues which were 

viewed by many as 

too difficult and im-

possible to win; is-

sues that had never 

been attempted be-

fore. It was his revo-

lutionary tenacity, 

persuasion and 

steadfastness that helped grow the force necessary to 

convince the leadership that those issues be pursued.  

With his practical contribution towards the resolution of 

those issues, he became highly trusted and a great 

source of inspiration to many members of the union and 

beyond. The union gradually transformed and became 

more radical on its campaigns partly due to his untiring 

work. This is how he was able, working together with oth-

er young workers, to hold activities that were thought im-

possible before, including a fully-packed night vigil in Au-

gust 2018 and a young workers’ forum where workers’ 

self-defence units were formed. 

He also served as regional coordinator of the Trade 

Union Federation for the Lubombo and Big-Bend areas in 

the Shiselweni region. In this work he was able to con-

nect well with other workers from other sectors. His ob-

jective in this role was to inculcate radicalism and militan-

cy within the union movement, especially in young work-

ers. 

While he was able to inspire many workers, his trade 

union activism his did not go without opposition. He was 

able to attract some serious opposition from some anti-

communist cliques within the pro-democracy movement. 

Such opposition could only serve the interests of the 

Mswati autocracy. At the time of his death, he had defeat-

His dedication to the strug-

gle and revolutionary poten-

tial were demonstrated fur-

ther when the CPS was in 

the front line in defence of 

the people against state-

imposed eviction of resi-

dents in Madonsa township, 

near Manzini City, in 2011. 

He was part of the leading 

ground organisers of the 

community resistance there. 

He helped establish the Swaziland Kurdistan 

Solidarity Network in solidarity with the people 

of Kurdistan.  His last major international work 

was during the 2019 Israeli Apartheid Week 

where he helped organise a solidarity activity 

in collaboration with the leadership of SNUS, 

in solidarity with the Palestinian people. 

    LICINISO 
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DKP-News 
 

Dear comrades, 
 

We send you our heartfelt condolences on the de-
mise of crd Njabulo Dlamini. We understand that he 
was always in the first line of the class and anti-
dictatorial struggle in your country. Others will follow 
him. This struggle will be successful!  

 
We bow to this excellent comrade who died much 

too young. 
 
Comradely, 
 
Günter Pohl 
International Commission  

 

COMMUNIST PARTY OF GREECE - KKE  

Message of condolences regarding the loss of 
c. Njabulo Dlamini 

 
We are deeply saddened to hear of the loss of c. 

Njabulo Dlamini, member of the CC of the CP of Swa-
ziland and International Organizer of the Party, after a 
short illness in the very young age of 33. 

 
Comrade Njabulo has been one of the founding 

members of the CP Swaziland, since 2011 and has 
served your Party from many responsible positions 
being a CC member from 2013, as Party National Or-
ganizer and International Organizer. 

 
A school-teacher by profession, c. Njabulo had par-

ticular contribution in the Swaziland National Associa-
tion of Teachers (SNAT), he was persecuted for his 
trade-union activity. 

 
We especially value the participation of c. Njabulo 

Dlamini in the proceedings of the 20
th
 International 

Meeting of Communist and Workers Parties represent-
ing your Party, that was held in Athens, Greece, since 
in gave us the opportunity to become better acquaint-
ed with the difficult concrete reality that the com-
munists in Swaziland are facing and the difficult condi-
tions of your struggle there, in the last absolute monar-
chy in the African continent, and to upgrade and stabi-
lize the relations between the CP Swaziland and the 
KKE. 

 
Please receive the heartfelt condolences of the 

Greek communists for the loss of your Comrade. We 
kindly ask you to deliver our sincere condolences to 
the family and loved ones of c. Njabulo Dlamini. 
 
With comradely regards, 
 
International Relations Section 
CC of the KKE  

 

 

Communist Party (Switzerland) 
 

Dear comrades, 
 

On behalf of the Central Committee of the Swiss com-
munists, I express our heartfelt condolences to all your 
members and to his family for the loss of a young 
and devoted comrade Njabulo "Njefire" Dlamini, interna-
tional organiser of the Communist Party of Swaziland and 
militant of the Swaziland National Association of Teachers.  

 
His contribution to the cause of national liberation, de-

mocracy and socialism will remain engraved in the memory 
of his people and in that of the revolutionaries of the whole 
world. 
 
In solidarity 
 
Communist Party (Switzerland) 
Massimiliano Ay, General Secretary  

 

TRIBUTES FROM OTHER ORGANISATIONS 

Comrade Njabulo “Njefire” Dlamini at the seminar 

held on 6 April 2019 at the SNAT Centre in Manzini 

in full support of the gallant struggle of Palestine 

against apartheid Israel. This was during the Israeli 

Apartheid Week. It was the first ever such event to 

be held in Swaziland.  
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SWAZILAND SOLIDARITY NETWORK 

T 
he Swaziland Solidarity Network (SSN) is 

deeply saddened and devastated by the 

death of Comrade Njabulo “Njefire” Dlamini. 

Comrade Njabulo passed away on Thursday, 

23 May 2019 after a short illness, according to the state-

ment released by SNAT and CPS. The SSN conveys its 

sincerest condolences to the Dlamini family, Swaziland 

National Association of Teachers [SNAT], The Communist 

Party of Swaziland [CPS] which he was its International 

organizing Secretary and the revolutionary movement as 

whole for the irretrievable loss encountered. 

In memory of Comrade Njabulo, the SSN will intensify 

its solidarity with the people of Swaziland, for democracy, 

peace and collective prosperity. 

The SSN will strengthen its role in the international 

solidarity movement at large and ensure final liberation for 

Swaziland which suffers the autocracy of the despotic 

King Mswati III. His contribution towards freedom and de-

mocracy in Swaziland is immeasurable and will be sorely 

missed by all democracy and peace-loving Swazis.  We 

call on his comrades to pick up the spear and continue the 

fight until the dawn of real freedom in Swaziland. 

May his undying militant fighting spirit lives on! 

Issued by the Swaziland Solidarity Network  

 

SWAZILAND NATIONAL UNION OF STUDENTS 

T 
he Swaziland National Union of Students 

(SNUS) expresses its heartfelt condolences 

to the family and friends of Comrade Njabulo 

"Njefire" Dlamini. SNUS also sends its deep-

est condolences to the Communist Party of Swaziland 

(CPS), Swaziland National Association of Teachers 

(SNAT), Trade Union Congress of Swaziland (TUCOSWA) 

and the entire progressive movement for the loss. 

 

Comrade Njefire died after a short illness at the Mba-

bane Government Hospital on 23 May 2019 around late 

afternoon after he had been admitted with fungal pneumo-

nia a few weeks earlier. The death of our fellow comrade 

has left us reeling in shock and out of words to describe 

our grief. He still had so much to offer to us as SNUS. 

Death surely couldn’t have struck at the worst time. One 

thing that comforts us though is that, if heaven does in fact 

exists, then it will be surely be moved, for we know that he 

will tell the creator to ensure that a classless and free soci-

ety begins down here on earth! 

 

MAY HIS SPIRITS LIVE IN US! 

ASIPHELELANGA KUSHODA NJEFIRE!  

 

SOUTH AFRICAN COMMUNIST PARTY  

T 
he South African Communist Party 

(SACP) has learnt with sadness of the 

death of Comrade Njabulo Dlamini, the 

International Organiser of the Communist 

Party of Swaziland (CPS), fondly known by his com-

rades as “Njefire”. Cde Njabulo passed away on 

Thursday 23 May 2019. The SACP conveys its deep-

est condolences to his family, the CPS and his union, 

the Swaziland National Association of Teachers. The 

SACP further conveys its sincerest condolences to 

the national workers’ federation, the Trade Union 

Congress of Swaziland, and the entire working class 

of Swaziland. 

Comrade Njabulo Dlamini died young, yet his work 

speaks volume. The words of the people of Swazi-

land, expressed individually and through the various 

progressive forces of that country, following the an-

nouncement of his death, have already shown that, 

although his life was cut short, his work in the revolu-

tion was worth many lifetimes. The SACP and the 

working class of the entire world were also witness to 

his sterling contribution, especially during the 20
th-

Meeting of the International Communist and Workers’ 

Parties, held in Athens, Greece, in November 2018. 

His death is not therefore only a loss for the people of 

Swaziland but for all workers of the world. 

The SACP dips its red flag in honour of a life well 

lived, a life spent in the people’s revolution, for the 

emancipation of all humanity from all forms of op-

pression; for the socialist cause! 

In his memory, the SACP will continue to material-

ly support the efforts of the people of Swaziland for 

the unbanning of political parties and democracy. In 

Comrade Njabulo’s memory, the SACP will continue 

to strengthen its relationship with the CPS and all the 

progressive forces of Swaziland. International soli-

darity remains crucial in the struggle of the op-

pressed, regardless of who the oppressor is. It re-

mains the duty of all freedom loving people to work 

hard to ensure that the memory and legacy of Com-

rade Njabulo Dlamini live on to inspire more genera-

tions towards freedom in Swaziland and beyond. Let 

the entire African continent be rid of all oppressors 

towards the highest phase of independence and de-

mocracy, towards socialism.  

ISSUED BY  

THE SOUTH AFRICAN COMMUNIST PARTY 

 

 

TRIBUTES FROM OTHER ORGANISATIONS 
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ground 

reporting 

was so 

swift that 

anything 

and every-

thing that 

happened 

would be 

reported to 

all! The 

CPS con-

tinued to 

have cam-

paigns and 

exposed  

the brutali-

ty of the Mswati regime. I was so 

amazed that I would ask Comrade 

Pius if by any means they had any 

sophisticated equipment, and I was 

told “nope!”, nothing! The only thing 

Comrade Njefire had was his ordinary 

camera phone as well as passion and 

commitment. That was all! 

Evidently, I had been becoming 

eager to meet this Comrade, his com-

mitment alone was amazing. The 

CPS was doing so well in their contri-

butions towards the Swaziland Strug-

gle, that they got invited to the Inter-

national Meeting of Communist and 

Workers Parties in Athens, Greece, 

later that year of 2018. It was during 

this time when Comrade Njefire had 

to come to South Africa to fundraise 

for the international meeting and ap-

ply for a visa that I got roped in by 

Comrade Pius to assist. That was my 

first official meeting with Comrade 

Njefire. 

 

Comrade Hlengiwe Nkonyane - 

SACP Media Liaison Officer 

(First published on 28 May 2019 

on Facebook) 

I remember in 2018 my col-

league who had attended the 

Communist Party of Swaziland 

annual Summer Political School 

came to me and said 

(paraphrased): “Hlengza I am 

amazed at the CPS, their com-

mitment and vibrancy! They are 

inspirational to the conviction of 

Communism, Internationalism 

and unwavering on the dedica-

tion to the Swaziland struggle!”  

But she then added, “There is 

one particular comrade that I 

think you will be excited about. 

He is pragmatic, a thinker and 

most importantly a Comrade who 

runs with ideas.” 

I trusted my colleague be-

cause she knew me so well, so I 

told her I shall wait for the day I 

get to be introduced to this par-

ticular Comrade. 

The rest of the year I watched 

how the teamwork between 

Comrade Pius and Njefire W 

Dlamini pushed boundaries and 

their zeal and pragmatism, and 

how this teamwork was able to 

place the CPS in the news feeds 

of every corner. Their on-the-

When we met, I quickly remem-

bered that I had had a brief encoun-

ter with Comrade Njefire during the 

SACP Mpumalanga Provincial Con-

gress back in 2016. There he had 

engaged Comrade Pius on the Zim-

babwe struggle and the formation of 

the Zimbabwe Communist Party. He 

had his views but what stood out was 

his concern on a united front in the 

Zimbabwe Struggle and the finalisa-

tion of the Zimbabwe Communist 

Party. I was at the background then 

and he probably never paid attention 

to Pius's “shadow” but to me he 

made an impression that I still recall 

his discussion with Comrade Pius. 

Fast forward to recent times. Com-

rade Pius and I liked visiting the BDS

-SA office in Johannesburg, Braam-

fontein, to get ideas on programmes 

that we thought about, as also they 

are a programmatic bunch. We met 

and discussed with Comrade Mu-

hammed Desai about a program on 

Comrade Ahmed Timol and when we 

were done, I told Comrade Mu-

hammed that I had with me the Inter-

national Secretary of the Communist 

Party of Swaziland. Instantly, there 

were discussions about an Israeli 

Apartheid Week the following year. 

He then made arrangements for the 

establishment of ties between the 

two organisations.  

The results of those discussions 

were that in 2019 there was the first 

Israeli Apartheid Week programme in 

Swaziland much to the dismay of the 

Israeli Zionist agenda in Swaziland. 

I had been in discussions with 

Comrade Njefire about the struggle 

of Swaziland and he made reference 

that at times one could not be in soli-

darity with the Swaziland if they did 

not practically go to Swaziland and 

experience the daily lives of ordinary 

Swazi people not in festivals or ar-

ranged outings. In early 2019, I then 

embarked on the journey to fully 

comprehend the Swaziland Struggle 

and I was based there for two weeks. 

I had returned from Swaziland more 

TRIBUTES FROM VARIOUS INDIVIDUALS 

Njefire was not just a comrade that 

filling a space in the revolution. He 

was totally infused into the revolution 

and Internationalism! He knew too well 

that our struggles were not isolated, 

but all humanity was interconnected. I 

am grateful that I had the opportunity 

to know Comrade Njefire, brief as it 

was, but very impactful. He has left his 

mark in all who ever encountered his 

presence.  
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A LIFE WELL LIVED 

By Comrade Mcolisi Ngcamphalala - 
CPS Deputy National Chairperson 

T 
he passing of Comrade Njabulo 
“Njefire” Dlamini left a huge void in 
his colleagues, family and his com-
rades in the struggle both internally 
and internationally. He contributed 
immensely to the struggle of workers 

and the struggle for liberation in Swaziland. 

Comrade Njabulo was a teacher by work-deployment and a revolutionary 
by profession. He was an organiser, educator and inspiration to a lot of peo-
ple. His life has a lot to teach us in our endeavour to change our material con-
ditions and build socialism, a social system that champions the interests of the 
working class, a society rid of all elements of exploitation of one by another. 

Nobody wishes to be victimised by the tinkhundla regime, but today I can 
say this openly: I am proud to have been together with him through all our tri-
als and tribulations against the system; I shared many great battles against 
the regime with him; I shared a police cell with him; Through it all he never 
abandoned me, he never abandoned his humanness, and certainly never 
abandoned the struggle. Such was Comrade Njefire’s character, and I am 
grateful to have benefitted from his love for the revolution.   

He was a Communist to the end and never prepared to disown his com-
munist principles. In his organisation, as a leader in the union, SNAT, whenev-
er an issue of harassment of a worker by the bosses was reported, he would 
spring into action. He never believed in excuses to do revolutionary work. He 
never complained. He organised numerous campaigns championing the inter-
ests of workers. The pay of workers according to the value of work performed 
was a campaign he, together with other comrades, waged in the union.  

He was always the first in the picket line regardless of the distance he 
travelled to get there. He organised education forums to ensure that workers 
acquire necessary consciousness to change their material existence to fulfil 
their needs. 

Comrade Njabulo was a giver, he taught us the importance of sharing. 
With the little he had, he would split it and in many in stances be left with noth-
ing. He believed in sacrificing for the benefit of those he felt were in need the 
most. When he was confined in a bed fighting for his life, he was the first one 
to contribute towards legal fees in support of students who had been arrested 
by the regime for demanding the removal of a school principal who was abus-
ing young girls. 

Comrade Njabulo was involved in many campaigns in his community, Ma-
donsa, where he fought against the evictions of residents by the regime. He 
was visible in the student struggles, wherever there was exploitation, Com-
rade Njabulo available himself to the service of the people. He ensured he 
added value by dedicating himself to the struggles of the people. He was real-
ly a true communist. 

Let us honour the memory of one of the most committed and greatest rev-
olutionaries by intensifying our struggle for Socialism. 

Long live the spirit of Comrade Njabulo! 

 

 

(Hlengiwe Nkonyane cont’d) 

fired-up that there could be no 

solution to Swaziland beside the 

eradication of the monarch!  

Towards our last discussion 

was that our solidarity must 

translate to Comrades of Swazi-

land going to training in China 

through the SACP and that the 

delegation should rotate with 

other Communist parties in Afri-

ca. He had a passion for the 

establishment of the Africa Left 

Networking Front. He did not 

want it left only on resolutions 

but to be put in practical.  

I must admit I may have tak-

en for granted the little time we 

had with him on earth. I shelved 

some projects that we had spo-

ken about, hoping there would 

be time to execute them later. 

Even when I would call him 

while he was in hospital, he 

would make reference to our 

programmes, calling for nothing 

but implementation. 

Comrade Njefire was not just 

a comrade that was filling a 

space in the revolution. He was 

totally infused into the revolution 

and Internationalism! He knew 

too well that our struggles were 

not isolated, but all humanity 

was interconnected. 

I am grateful that I had the 

opportunity to know Comrade 

Njefire, brief as it was, but very 

impactful. He has left his mark 

in all who ever encountered his 

presence.  

I grieve not but I am pick-

ing up the spear!  

Rest in Power my Comrade, 

and be assured that the peo-

ple of Swaziland shall be free! 

 

 

 

 

TRIBUTES FROM VARIOUS INDIVIDUALS 
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Comrade Njefire was a true leader 

By Comrade Khethiwe Mabaso - CPS Treasurer 

General 

T 
here is a lot that Comrade Njefire did for 

the struggle. He was young but already he 

had achieved things that so many had not 

achieved. The contribution he made to the 

working class struggle, working independently and 

within the collective, will be cherished for a very 

long time. 

Njefire’s death left a huge gap that will be very 

difficult to fill. He inspired all of us that we need to 

stand firm about what we are 

fighting for. We need to trust and 

believe in ourselves, and that as 

leaders we need to lead by exam-

ple. He was particularly good at 

organising, both internally in Swa-

ziland and internationally. 

Through his hard work, he was 

able to open international net-

works. He believed in communism 

and practised it. He was also able 

to instil confidence on people 

about the struggle of Swaziland 

and the world.  

After his death, most people felt 

some guilt for not playing or par-

ticipating in the Swazi struggle. 

Comrades also felt that they 

should involve themselves more 

in the struggle, so that they con-

tribute more than they did before. Due to their re-

flections on Njefire’s contribution to the struggle, 

some then committed themselves that they will walk 

on Njefire's footsteps.  

On the other hand, Mswati's regime as well as 

his police were scared of Njefire – particularly his 

influence on the people. They even tried to stop his 

funeral, leading to a postponement. 

It is important to understand that Njefire was not 

only fighting for workers and students, but for wom-

en as well. He availed himself to bringing solutions 

on issues faced by women. He never did that only in 

theory but also in practice. He inspired women to 

continue to stand up for their rights and to fight 

against the oppression they are facing.  

He was a true leader! 

THE TEACHER I WISH I HAD 

By Sibonakaliso Maziya 

T 
he day I heard that the great leader 

“Njefire” had fallen, I felt like the world 

had come to an end. A majority of the 

oppressed people in the country are 

mourning the death of a young dedicated, hard-

working and passionate teacher, popularly called 

Njabulo “Njefire” Dlamini. The first time I became 

more of a follower of him was in 2018, when he 

saved a protestor’s life in Mbabane after a brutal 

attack by the police.  

My friends and I used to be happy whenever 

we came across his picture or 

an article about him in the 

newspapers. He was our hero. 

I never had the opportunity to 

meet Njefire in person, but his 

work was well known and loved 

by everyone in the country – 

especially young people. 

Njefire was so dedicated in 

serving people’s interests with-

out limiting himself. He was 

always active on the ground. 

He fought against anything that 

involved the fight for people’s 

right. At all times he availed 

himself. Wherever there was 

action, he was there to make 

his contribution. Students and 

workers believed in Njefire be-

cause he was availing himself to assist in their 

battles and came up with solutions. 

He has inspired a lot of people in the country 

including myself. Even though my family never 

approved anything about politics but whenever 

they saw Njefire they had hope and saw him one 

of the good leaders to bring change in the country.  

I wish to be like him, and I am prepared to 

pick up the spear and continue with the journey he 

started. Maybe one day I will be like the Njefire I 

never met but adored. 

TRIBUTES FROM VARIOUS INDIVIDUALS 

    LICINISO 
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    LICINISO 

Comrade Njabulo Dlamini with other youth leaders at the World 

Federation of Democratic Youth Summit, held in Harare, Zimbabwe,  

from 12 to 16 September 2018.  

In January 2019, Comrade Njabulo Dlamini was part of a 3-member 

CPS delegation which met the BDS-SA delegation in South Africa. 

The meeting helped with preparations towards the Israeli Apartheid 

Week seminar in April 2019 - the first to ever be held in Swaziland. 

The Internationale 

 

Arise you prisoners of starvation 

Arise you toilers of the earth 

For reason thunders new creation 

T’s a better world in birth 

 

Never more tradition’s chains shall 

bind us 

Arise you toilers no more in thrall 

The earth shall rise on new founda-

tion 

We’re naught but we shall be all. 

 

Then comrades come rally 

And the last fight we face 

The Internationale, 

Unites the human race 
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different issues around which SNAT has 
organized struggles over the course of 
the last one year, and about the success-
es as well as the unresolved issues that 
remain.  

Njabulo Dlamini (ND): For the past three 
years, SNAT has been pursuing a struggle for 
cost of living adjustment. It must be men-
tioned that public servants have been without 
adjustments to their salaries since 2016. This 
is amid the ever increasing taxes to sustain 
the lavish lifestyle of the royal regime of Swa-
ziland. This struggle has seen government 
attacks on some of the leaders and teacher 
activists. 

On 25 August 2018, after a night vigil that the 
teachers had organized to pray for [relief] 
from their conditions of perpetual deliberate 
impoverishment by the Mswati autocracy, the 
royal police opened fire and shot comrade 
Willy Dlamini on his left arm. 

Comrade Maxwell Myeni, who showed brav-
ery by blocking the gun wielding police, was arrested and 
had false charges slapped against him. There is also a 
case now against the president of the union, the charges 
against whom are unclear. The charges are constantly 
increased and altered, which clearly shows a ploy by the 
regime to bash union activities. 

We have other departmental issues that have not yet 
been resolved. There is the issue of pay according to the 
value of work performed. Teachers are not well remuner-
ated as compared to other government departments and 
qualifications do not even matter to the employer, the gov-
ernment. There is also the casualization of the teaching 
profession, where the government is now employing 
teachers on fixed contracts. There is also the looting of the 
pension fund by the government. In fact, there are plenty 
of issues that need SNAT’s attention which have been 
derailed by the struggle for cost of living adjustment.  

 

PD: While the king and his royal family continue 
their lavish expenditure on luxuries, the budget allo-
cated for public services is being squeezed. How has 
this affected the teachers?  

ND: Resources that would have gone to providing ser-
vice to the people are channeled to the royal family for 
their lavish lifestyle, parties and festivities. As the royal 
family expands, the government opts for tax increase on 
workers, which then hits hard on the average worker, 
teachers included. The taxes keep increasing while sala-
ries remain stagnant, and this makes life difficult for teach-
ers who are among the low paid civil servants in the coun-
try. More teachers are in debt and survive by borrowing 
from loan sharks.  

(Continues next page) 

 

In an interview with Peoples Dispatch, Njabulo 
Dlamini recalls the Swaziland teachers union’s 
recent struggles and the challenges they are 
confronting under the monarchy. 
Pavan Kulkarni  

 

T 
he Swaziland National Association of 
Teachers (SNAT) has led the country’s 
teachers in their struggles since 1928, 
when the country was under British rule. 

Originally, the organization was conceived as the 
Swazi National Union of Teachers (SNUT). However, 
in 1973, the then monarch banned all political parties 
and public meetings that did not have written permis-
sion from the commissioner of police. Trade unions, 
which were regarded as political organizations, came 
under increasing crackdown. 

The organization was ordered to drop the union 
status, following which SNAT was formed as an 
‘association’. Despite arrests, police assaults and oth-
er forms of state repression, the association has been 
at the forefront of the agitations to further the teach-
ers’ interests. Teachers are among the lowest paid 
civil servants in the country, which is ruled by an ab-
solute monarch who reigns above the law. 

On the International Workers’ Day, in order to un-
derstand the contemporary struggles of this 
‘association’ and the challenges it is tackling, Peoples 
Dispatch interviewed Njabulo Dlamini, one of the 
branch leaders of SNAT. 

 

Peoples Dispatch (PD): Tell us about the 

 

“Unions Have to Look Deeper into the Real Problems 
Affecting People’s Livelihoods”  

By Comrade Njabulo “Njefire” Dlamini - Interviewed by Peoples Dispatch, published 2 May 2019 

"Currently, unions constitute the most important voices and vehicles 

that the people of Swaziland can use to advance a struggle," says 

Dlamini (Photo: Inter Press Service)  

https://www.newsclick.in/author/Pavan%20Kulkarni
https://peoplesdispatch.org/2019/05/01/unions-have-to-move-beyond-the-bread-and-butter-issues-and-confront-the-real-problems-affecting-their-livelihood/
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PD: What are some of the other unions with which 

the SNAT has mobilized the teachers for joint strug-

gles? 

ND: SNAT fights along with other public sector un-

ions: SWADNU, a craft union for nurses, SNAGAP, a 

union for government accountants, and NAPSAWU, a 

National Amalgamated Public Servants Union. For 

issues of common interests, like the cost of living ad-

justment, these unions embark on joint struggles. 

PD: In a country where political parties have been 

banned, what broader political role do you see the 

unions playing, beyond the issues affecting the par-

ticular sectors whose employees they represent? 

ND: At the present moment, unions constitute the 

most important voices and vehicles that the people of 

Swaziland can use to advance a liberation struggle 

as political parties remain banned. Unions, however, 

have to move beyond the bread and butter issues 

and confront the real problems affecting their liveli-

hood. It is within their scope of operation to a certain 

extent and they can use that space. But for that to 

happen, there is a lot that unions need to work out, 

which includes cultivating unity of purpose in action. 

Unity is very crucial. 

PD: Lastly, what are the main struggles which 

SNAT intends to lead over the coming months? 

ND: SNAT will be tackling the issue of casualiza-

tion of the teaching profession and hardship allow-

ances for her members deployed in remote areas 

where the working conditions are very bad. 

Comrade Njefire in April 2018 at the funeral of 

former CPS International Organiser, Comrade 

Sithembiso Simelane, a.k.a. Felix Mabaso 

Resources that would have gone to provid-

ing service to the people are channeled to 

the royal family for their lavish lifestyle, 

parties and festivities. As the royal family 

expands, the government opts for tax in-

crease on workers, which then hits hard on 

the average worker, teachers included. 

The taxes keep increasing while salaries 

remain stagnant, and this makes life diffi-

cult for teachers who are among the low 

paid civil servants in the country. More 

teachers are in debt and survive by bor-

rowing from loan sharks. 

Thousands of mourners from the trade union movement, students, human rights organisations, as well as comrades 

from abroad attended Comrade Njefire’s memorial and funeral services. The memorial service was held at the 

SNAT Centre in Manzini, while the funeral was held at his parental home in Bethany. 
    LICINISO 
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