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EDITORIAL

Phumlani Sikhondze, from Ezulwini. He was shot and
killed on 29 June 2021in Mvutjini, Ezulwini.
Sifiso Sibiya, from Nsoko-Lubulini. On Tuesday 29 June, he was
assaulted by the Lubulini police. While trying to run away from
them, the Lubulini Station commander, Mabuza, shot him on
the foot. Sifiso's situation had worsened by Friday 2 July, and
he was on oxygen. Later that Friday around 18h00, the nurses
covered his lifeless body.

O

n the weekend of 25-27 June 2021, the
king of Swaziland Mswati III, who rules
Swaziland as Africa’s last absolute monarch, unleashed his military with the direct
commands to suppress nationwide democracy protests. The result was a massacre.
Over 70 people were killed over two days (28-30
June) by both military and the police. Hundreds of people were heavily injured, with dozens maimed by the
military’s guns, and close to 700 arrested.
The protests had begun in May, following the killing
of a young law student, Thabani Nkomonye, by the police on the night 8 May 2021, shooting the car he was
driving from behind. The police had attempted to keep
the killing under wraps, giving false information about
the incident.

Mswati’s police maintained the façade until it was unveiled that all that time when they were requesting the
public to help them find the “missing” Thabani, they
had his car at the police station in Matsapha, a large
industrial area and town 11 km from the city of Manzini
Manzini.
The Swaziland National Union of Students (SNUS)
took up the matter, led students and the youth in what
was to become the #JusticeForThabani campaign.

The #JusticeForThabani campaign inspired the entire
nation, and from various communities the youth was inspired to stand up and demand freedom.
While
people
stood
up
to
demand
#JusticeForThabani, they were aware of the difficulties
that lay ahead. The tinkhundla system has never placed
accountability and the people at the centre of development, which, in any event, is one of its essential features.
Swaziland remains under absolute-monarchy rule
since 12 April 1973 when the late king, Sobhuza II, unilaterally repealed the 1968 constitution. He moved swiftly to
ban all political parties and activities and bestowed upon
the monarch all executive, legislative, and judicial powers.
His successor, Mswati III, took over in 1986, widened and
deepened absolute monarchy rule till this day.
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No one was safe!
The regime tried to conceal all
these assaults by shutting down
the network before commencing
with the murders. Internet service
providers such as MTN simply
obliged to the command to shut
down the network. They openly
came out on this fact days after
the restoring of the internet.
In this issue of Liciniso, we present some of the stories of the
people who were assaulted in various ways by the regime’s security
forces, including those who died,
from 28 June 2021.
We provide brief information on
some of the victims, where possible.
It has been very difficult to confirm
the entire information contained
here especially due to the censorship by the regime. As such, to
come up with the most credible
information on the massacre, the
Communist Party of Swaziland has
compared its own list with the various list from various sources before presenting it here in Liciniso.
Where information is lacking, or
inaccurate, Liciniso will continue
to update the information accordingly in its quest to present the most accurate information
as possible.

During May and June 2021, over 40 constituencies
successfully marched across Swaziland to deliver
petitions, raising various demands including the call
for democratisation of the country. As more marches
grew in numbers, the regime realised that the people
were getting more radicalised each day. The regime
moved swiftly to ban all marches on 24 June.

Before we provide the names of the victims, however,
we provide the stories as we were recording them daily
since 28 June.

The banning of the marches did not deter the people, however. The people intensified the marches,
defying the regime’s ban.
After realising that the masses had not been deterred by the ban, Mswati unleashed his military into
the streets from the weekend beginning 25 June, with
a direct command to shoot to kill.
Countrywide protests went on into the night from
28 June. That marked the first night of the massacre
of the people by Mswati’s military. The killings were
indiscriminate. As such, even children were shot and
killed, some of whom were not even close to the protests.
One pregnant woman who had gone to the clinic
from prenatal care was assaulted and arrested,
charged with looting.
The military’s violence proved to everyone that the
regime was resolved on instilling fear on the entire
nation by murdering the people. The military invaded
homes at random, dragged occupants out and heavily
assaulted them.

Thokozane Kenneth
Kunene

Facebook: Communist
Party of Swaziland - CPS

General Secretary

Twitter: @CPSwaziland

(+27)72 594 3971

Email:
cpswa.org@gmail.com

Pius Vilakati
Information and Publicity
(+27)81 353 3383

96 Jorissen ST
Braamfontein,
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In Matsapha, soldiers were seen throwing some of
the protesters into the raging fire next to the Swaziland Beverages Company.
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HOW THE KILLINGS HAPPENED
Monday 28 June 2021
Matsapha town: One protester
Matsapha, shot by the military.

was

killed

in

Mhlaleni (on the outskirts of Manzini City): One protester was shot in the leg while he was on his way to
buy paraffin from the filling station for his evening
cooking. He was not able to receive immediate medical attention and was bleeding.
Nhlangano: One was shot dead during Monday night
protests.
Tuesday 29 June 2021
The government shut the internet down and imposed
a 6pm-5am curfew. Most attacks by security forces
could not be immediately reported by protesters on
the ground. Many of the assaults and killings were
confirmed later on Wednesday afternoon.
In Matsapha town centre, five people had been shot
and killed by the army by 11p.m. on Tuesday.
Eyewitnesses also reported one shot in Matsapha
town centre and later thrown into the large fire at the
Swaziland Beverages Company. There are suspicions that there could have been more victims in this
Sifiso ‘Mpostoli’ Masilela (26) and Mxolisi ‘Sigubhu’ Nyoni (28)
instance.
both from Lomahasha
In Mbhuleni, a township on the outskirts of Matsapha
town: On Tuesday night, two young women, estiSimunye (Lubombo region): Close to a thousand peomated to be in their early 20s, were shot and killed by
ple protested. Some were arrested as police moved to
the military. There were protests there. The estimate
quash the protest. About 500 of the protesters renumber of protesters is not easy to determine since they
grouped and headed for the Simunye police station
took place at night.
where they demanded the immediate release of their
In Nhlangano town: The military killed one person and
fellow comrades. Police responded with teargas and
injured at least five including a child of about nine years
bullets. Some were injured. More were arrested.
old. The injured were admitted at the Nhlangano Health
Ezulwini: Another one was shot in the morning and
Centre. More were admitted as the day progressed on
wounded.
Wednesday, leading to about 20 injured by the police.
On Wednesday 30 June, Mbabane Government HosIn Pigg’s Peak town: One was shot dead.
pital admitted over 100 people with gunshot wounds,
In Ezulwini (14km from Mbabane): One was shot dead
4 of whom were sent to the ICU. Nine were taken to
at kaMvubu. One (Phumlani Sikhondze) shot and killed
the theatre for operation.
in the Mvutjini area of Ezulwini. Another (Nhlanhla
On Wednesday 30 June, in Manzini the police and
Hlophe) shot on the knee, was recovering in hospital.
military shot at protesters. Soldiers followed protesters
Another (Ndumiso) from Mvuntjini was shot on the upper
into the nearby Raleigh Fitkin Memorial (RFM) Hospibody.
tal, shooting to death one protester inside the hospital
In Mbabane: At least five people were certified dead at
premises.
the Mbabane Government Hospital. Over 50 were adBy the morning of Wednesday 30 June, 41 people
mitted with gunshot wounds inflicted by the police and
had been admitted for injuries at the Nhlangano
military. One was shot dead on Tuesday afternoon while
Health Centre. Five were confirmed dead after getting
returning from work.
shot by the military there.
Mahlabatsini (on the outskirts of Matsapha): Two were
Around nine police officers invaded flats at KaKhoza
shot dead during a protest on Tuesday night.
township in Manzini, in a witch-hunt for suspected
Mankayane: One was shot and killed by the military.
protest leaders. Raids were characterised by physical
assault of locals.
Wednesday 30 June 2021
In Maphiveni (Lubombo region) there were arrests
In Matsapha, in Eteni township: Around midday, one, a
following the raiding of homes by the police.
14-year-old boy was shot and killed by the police. He
had been playing with his peers when police suddenly
Over 30 people were known to have been killed
stopped their vehicle and started shooting as the chilacross the country by Wednesday 30 June 2021.
dren were dispersing. The 14-year-old fell to a police
bullet.
4

LICINISO ISSUE 14 30 September 2021
Thursday 1 July 2021
On Thursday 1 July in Pigg’s Peak, seven protesters
sustained police-inflicted injuries from gunshots. Two
were killed.
In the evening of Thursday, people in Siteki town were
beginning to organise. Protests went into the night.
Shootings were heard overnight, led by both police and
military, in the various townships in Manzini (KaKhoza
township, Moneni township), Mbabane (Mangwaneni) and
Nhlangano outskirts.
Saturday 3 July 2021
On Saturday evening, 3 July 2021, the military shot at
people in Lobamba at the marketplace known as
Mashibhini. Mashibhini is a marketplace close to the
Ludzidzini royal palace where many of the cultural activities take place. Two people died on the spot, some heavily injured and rushed to hospital.
By the time the situation “calmed” down, and the internet
restored, over 70 people had been killed by both the military and police (all unarmed). They had heavily assaulted
hundreds, with dozens having limbs amputated due to the
shootings. Close to 600 people were arrested.
During July, Mswati commanded people to converge at
his royal kraal at Lobamba on 16 July. The call was widely boycotted. Buses and trucks he had dispatched to collect people from the communities returned empty. In a bid
to conceal the obvious embarrassment, the regime ordered police and soldiers to attend with their plain clothes.
Others who attended were chiefs and close royal family
members. Otherwise, the masses in their numbers boycotted the activity.

It was in this 16 July session that Mswati publicly restated, for the umpteenth time, his stance against any form of
dialogue in so far as the future of the country is concerned. He described the protesters and the dead in derogatory fashion, calling them drunkards and high on cannabis.
One thing that is most visible in this year’s protests is that
people from the rural areas have increasingly become
actively involved. The regime has often relied on the rural
areas as its stronghold – including on endorsing of its undemocratic elections. However, people, in their numbers,
from the rural areas are now leading the struggles and
calling for a democratic republic, to the confusion and
disdain of the absolute monarch.
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BLOOD ON MSWATI’S HANDS
Updated list of Swazis killed by Mswati’s military since 28 June 2021
Thuba Ngwenya

of the police (Lobamba police station, Satellite
police station in Ezulwini, Mbabane headquarters, and Hhohho regional police commander).
All of them ignored him.

Mabutho Madondo
Gladys Dlamini

"The government we thought we could trust has
decided to disappear on us”, he said at the
funeral.

Smallboy Dludlu
Thuba Ndzimandze

Phumlani’s brother saw for himself the dire situation that the Swaziland healthcare system was
in.

Mabuya Dlamini
Musa Mziyako

He told the mourners, “When we took my brother to
the hospital after he was shot, we found that
people were lying on the floor. There were no
beds!”

Thando Mvubu
Nonhle Matsebula
Mbongiseni Gamedze

He added that in the hospital in Motshane the injured people had been stacked like firewood.
“The way they had been stacked, lying on the
floor, you would not believe they were human”,
he stated.

Simile Sangweni. She was shot while returning from
work in Matsapha. A textile worker, she was shot
together with others at Mathangeni in Matsapha
in the early hours of Wednesday 30 July 2021.

He added, “Even my brother, when we went to
hospital to check on him, we had to frantically
search for him because of the entire arrangement of patients which was grossly inhumane.”

Nhlanhla Kunene
Manqoba Matsenjwa

Thandeka Dlamini

He had some harsh words for the government. He
stated that in the communities, due to the
State’s propaganda which indoctrinated the
masses with ignorance, people may think that
all is well and the government cares. But, he
proclaimed, the opposite is the daily reality.

Bongani Shongwe
Machawe Paradise Mhlanga. From Hilltop, Mbabane. He was shot in broad daylight around Hilltop
by the military. He was part of the protesters at
Mahwalala, Mbabane, when he got shot.
Sifiso Mngomezulu, a 20-year-old male from
Matsanjeni South, Nhlangano. Sifiso Mngomezulu was killed during a protest in Nhlangano. When
he left his family earlier, heading to the protest,
he told them, “If I don’t return, please tell the
world that I was fighting for my country.” He
returned home in a coffin.

Sicelo Mathunjwa
Siboniso Shongwe
Bhekinkosi Dlamini
Bongi Magagula
Lungelo Vilakati
Phumlani Sikhondze: Phumlani was shot and killed
in the Mvutjini area of Ezulwini (Hhohho region)
on 29 June 2021. He died in hospital around
02h00 on 30 July 2021.

“Once you have a family or personal crisis, only
then will you see the grim reality of the brutal
system of our country”, he stated.
Gcina Fakudze
Shisefa Magagula
Vusumuzi Bhembe (65) from Ngculwini, 21km
from Manzini. Vusumuzi was shot by Mswati’s
forces on 30 June 2021 and died in hospital
the following day. Vincent Vusumuzi Bhembe
of Ngculwini in the Manzini region, was standing at the St Philomena Primary School fence
looking down at the damage to a shopping
centre when a vehicle ferrying security officers
came rushing past. Warning shots were fired,
and then a shot at close range hit Bhembe in
the back.
“The police officers did not utter any word, they just
shot at the people. The shooting happened so
fast that Bhembe was oblivious to what was
taking place,” said Ray Ndzimandze (47) who
witnessed the shooting.

Speaking at his funeral in July, Phumlani’s brother
detailed how he had tried to speak to the leaders
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The bullet exploded on impact, exiting through
the stomach and destroying vital organs. After
shooting at Bhembe, the security officers hastened back to their vehicle and drove towards
Manzini at full speed, says Ndzimandze, who
went to check on Bhembe. Two boys had
wrapped his shirt around the wound.

Mapapa Sikhondze

Veli Mnguni
Veli Gumedze
Njabulo Mthembu. Njabulo was from Mdzangwini
on the outskirts of Mbabane. He left behind two
minor girls aged 8 and 5.

Bhembe looked up, locked eyes with Ndzimandze
and said, “Ngilimele” (I am injured).
“Those were his last words,” says Ndzimandze.

Njabulo Mthembu, who also lost his parents at a
young age, was brought up by his grandmother.

Bhembe was rushed to the Raleigh Fitkin Memorial (RFM) Hospital in Manzini, after he had been
bleeding for at least 30 minutes. He died the following day, on 1 July 2021.
“As a family, we are deeply saddened,” said his
younger brother, Hlalu Bhembe. “We tried to stop
him but my brother, ever so curious, insisted that
he wanted to see the damage at the shopping
centre.”

Njabulo’s grandmother is now responsible for her
two great granddaughters. Njabulo was a car
mechanic but without consistent income.

The family, now headed by Njabulo’s grandmother,
lives in abject poverty.
Mzwandile Nhlabatsi

Manqoba Mkhonto. A 32-year-old male from Ndevu.

Sizwesethu Comfort Mandlazi

Andile Mamba. 14-year-old child. He was shot and
killed by the police. He had been playing with his
peers in Matsapha. When the police halted their
vehicle next to their playing ground, the children
immediately scattered. Several shots were fired
at the children by the police. Andile fell in the chaos. He never woke up.

Lunga Gumedze

Sanele Mathunjwa

Jabulani Zwane

Mukelo Dlamini

Msimisi Mkhwanazi

Sifiso Sibiya, from Nsoko-Lubulini (southern Swaziland, a few kilometres from the border with South
Africa). On Tuesday 29 June he was assaulted by
the Lubulini police.

Thamsanqa Edward Dlamini

Khanyisile Matsebula
Philani Vilakati
Siyabonga Malaza

On Tuesday 29 June Sifiso Sibiya was assaulted by
the Lubulini police. While he was trying to run
away from them, the Lubulini Station commander,
Mabuza, shot him on the foot.
Mabuza had earlier shot another protester, Sibusiso
Makamo on this knee.
Both Sibusiso and Sifiso were admitted at the
Matsanjeni Health Centre. Sibusiso was still
awaiting an operation on his knee a few days after his shooting.
Sifiso's situation had worsened by Friday 2 July, and
he was on oxygen. Later that Friday around
18h00, the nurses covered his lifeless body in the
presence of his mother and his fellow comrades.
His mother’s words upon seeing this were: "Mabuza
sekangaze ambulale umntfwanami pho! (How
could Mabuza go to the extent of killing my
child?!" She pleaded with his comrades not to
give up.
(See more report below)

Phephisa Fakudze. Phephisa Fakudze was shot
by soldiers on the evening of Saturday 3 July
2021 at Lobamba (Mashibhini marketplace).
He was a well-known man from Sitjeni, near
Lobamba. He sold chicken meals within
Lobamba to make a living.
Boy Mdlandla Matimela. He was shot and killed
by soldiers on Saturday 3 July 2021 at Lobamba (Mashibhini). He was a well-known football/
soccer referee around Lobamba.
His relatives stated that Matimela had just left the
house at round 4pm on Saturday when they
heard three gunshots at Mashibhini, which is
less than a kilometre from the house.
“He left the house to buy a few things. He promised
to buy his wife a pack of Halls sweets since
she was coughing.
His wife called him after we heard the gunshots but
his cellphone rang unanswered.”
Matimela was a member of Inkhanyeti Regiment at
Ludzidzini.

James Magolide Magagula. From Mbikwakhe

Msimisi Shabangu
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James Magolide Magagula. From Mbikwakhe area
next to Matsapha.

Melusi Ndwandwa
Siwakhile Makhanya
Lontombi Mtsetfwa
Matimela Fakudze
Bongani Dlamini
Siphosethu Mtshali
Nomalungelo Dlamini
Shadrack Mhlanga

Buzile Gilberto
Thando Shongwe
Ayanda Mkhumane
Vusiwe Ntjangase
Mfanimpela Ginindza
Boy Ginindza
Sidulile Mkhonto
Simiso Mkhwanazi

Mandla Sengwayo
Funekile Makama
Mbhekwa Dlamini
Themba Zubuko

Nine unknown people
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THE AFTERMATH
Sifiso ‘Mpostoli’ Masilela (26) from Lomahasha in
the Lubombo District. He was shot and killed
Saturday 17 July 2021.

her death a few weeks later.

He was shot dead by a police officer merely for rebuking Mswati’s rule and the ongoing killing of Swazis by Mswati’s security forces. The murder incident happened during a night vigil.
Mxolisi ‘Sigubhu’ Nyoni (28) from Lomahasha.
Killed Saturday 17 July 2021.
He was the second person to be killed by the sae police officer who murdered Sifiso Masilela under
the same circumstances as detailed above.
He was shot dead by a police officer merely for rebuking Mswati’s rule and the ongoing killing of Swazis by his security forces.
Nokuphila Mngometulu from Ngculwini
(Manzini region). Nokuphila was assaulted by
Mswati's soldiers during the June 29 unrests.
She was heavily assaulted by Mswati’s soldiers and left for dead. She suffered internal
bleeding due to the vicious attacks, and on
Tuesday 11 August 2021 succumbed to her
injuries.

Dumsile Simelane (above), a 54-year-old woman
of Luve (25 kilometres northeast of Manzini) was
attacked by Mswati’s military on the evening of 30
June 2021 at her rented flat in Lobamba. She
was severely beaten and later succumbed to her
injuries on 23 July 2021.
Her son, Sizwe Shoulder, reported the death of his
mother. “She was severely assaulted all over the
body, without just cause and she later succumbed to the injuries she sustained at the hands
of members of the Umbutfo Eswatini Defence
Force… During the assault of my mother by
members of the army, her friends ran away. My
mother could not go to hospital due to financial
constraints.”
Dumsile Simelane later developed blood clots which
caused her blood flow to decrease later leading to
9
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SCARS THAT WON’T HEAL
Permanently scarred by regime’s bullets

O

sman Lopez of Mangwaneni in the Hhohho
region, Swaziland, is one of the many victims of state-sanctioned violence. Osman
was shot on 29 June 2021 in Mbabane by
the military police known as the Operation Support Service Unit (OSSU).
The bullet missed his spinal cord by a whisker. He was
shot while standing next to the traffic lights (also known
as ‘robots’ in Swaziland) observing a democracy demonstration as it went on.
Osman recalls that day with deep sadness. “Just after
2pm, we were released from work due to the ongoing protests that were taking place that day. I rushed to my
house to drop everything I was carrying. I was curious
and wanted to return and watch the protestors since they
were singing and dancing to revolutionary songs.”
The protests drew Osman in, especially because the
things they were speaking of resonated with him as a
young worker.
He adds, “It didn’t take me long to come back and join the
protests. I was standing right next to a robot when a police van passed by and started shooting at us and that
was when I got shot at the back, next to the spinal cord.
Some comrades, who were doing nursing studies at the
near nursing university in Mbabane, tried to give me first
aid attention and then rushed me to the hospital”.
Osman remains scarred, physically and emotionally, by
the incident. While he is grateful to be alive, he is angry
10

with the regime especially because he did not commit
any crime.

Since 28 June 2021, the regime has killed over 70 people for calling for democracy. The regime refuses to
take responsibility for its actions. It keeps downplaying
the killings, injuries, and arrests.
Asked on how he views the struggle considering the
unprovoked attack, Osman says the attack will not stop
him from calling for freedom.
“We cannot afford to stop now. The only way is for us
to push the regime for democracy. I know that I will
never get any justice from this government. Only democracy will give me, and the others who were assaulted and killed, justice”, Osman explains.

LICINISO

LICINISO ISSUE 14 30 September 2021
Activists of the Communist Party of Swaziland got in
touch with him later that night and arranged to get him
medical care.

Anger boils inside me whenever I see police

Bheki explains, “The comrades arranged for me to
go to a hospital in Tonga. That’s where I received medical attention. Things got better for some days, but the
breathing remained a problem.”
The shooting left Bheki with a physical scar along
with the breathing difficulty, but it has also left him with
psychological scars.
“I learned that day that the police don’t care about
us. The police don’t care whether you are armed or
not, whether you are peaceful or violent. They just
shoot you without even talking to you. When I see police today, I feel a great sense of anger boiling inside
me” Bheki adds.
Amos Mbedzi is another political prisoner languishing in Mswati’s jail. He was arrested in 2008, September, and sentenced to 85 years in jail in 2012. The
Mswati regime refuses to release him even for humanitarian reasons
after he suffered
a stroke a few
months
ago.
The
regime’s
incompetent
health
system
has undermined
his recovery.

O

n 29 July 2021, Bheka Mabuza* joined protesters in Mbabane, calling for the release of
political prisoners where he was shot by the
police with a rubber bullet on his back, an
attack from which he still suffers.

The bullet hit him on the upper side of his back, which
caused him enormous pain and, more importantly, affecting his lungs.
On that day, 29 July, two members of parliament who
have been calling for democracy, Bacede Mabuza and
Mthandeni Dube, were scheduled to appear in the high
court in Mbabane for their bail hearing, after getting
charged under the Suppression of Terrorism Act and contravening Covid-19 regulations.
“The police caught up with me just next to the Mbabane Government hospital. They shot me at close range,
and I fell to the ground. Due to the unbelievable pain, I
thought it was a live bullet, but I was relieved to discover
later that it was a rubber bullet,” narrates Bheki.
“That day I focused a lot on the pain I was feeling and
thought that everything would be better as long as I took
painkillers. But in the evening, I realised that I was struggling to breathe”, Bheki adds.
Bheki says he had to lie facing down due to the pain
on his back, but also to breathe easier. But his breathing
difficulty got worse through the night.
“I started calling comrades, asking for help. I had no
money, but at the same time I was worried about going to
the nearer government clinics since the police and military
had been placed in some of the clinics and hospitals to
patrol and arrest some of the injured protesters,” Bheki
clarifies.
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The Communist
Party of Swaziland continues
to call for the
unconditional
release of Amos
Mbedzi and all
political prisoners. The Party
also calls for the
unconditional
unbanning
of
political parties
and return of
political exiles.
Stuck rubber
bullet
Matsapha was
one of the
regime’s murder hotspots on 29-30 June 2021. This is
where many of the killings and heavy assaults took
place.
One of the victims of the police violence is Kappa
Dludlu from Mahlabatsini, just next to Matsapha. He
was shot at the face by police with a rubber bullet. This
was on 29 June 2021, the night of the massacre.
The bullet got lodged in his right cheek.
He went to Mbabane Government Hospital, but the
bullet was not removed. He was also not admitted for
close medical attention. The health staff which attended to him told him that he would be contacted for an
operation, but days later he had not been contacted,
and thus had not had the operation.
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Sifiso Sibiya was shot and denied access to medical care
Nsoko, Lubulini: Sifiso Sibiya, a 23-year-old young man, is one of many people who were shot and killed by the
Mswati regime’s police during a strike action that took place in Swaziland around June 2021.
It was confirmed by one of Sifiso’s close friends that Sifiso was shot in the leg and later denied access to urgent
medical care by the station commander. The station commander claimed that the police would provide medication to
him at home.
Liciniso spoke to Sifiso Sibiya’s close relative Themba* concerning his killing.
Themba states, “Sifiso was shot in the leg, which led to severe blood loss. After being shot, we tried to rush him to
the hospital, but we got an anonymous phone call stating that we must not take him to the hospital since they will
bring medication at home. We waited for that medication, but things were getting worse. We then later decided to
take him to the hospital where he was later pronounced dead.”
“It is very disappointing that the very same police officers who are supposed to protect us are the very same police officers who are killing us. Why do we need them when they can’t do their job of protecting us?”, Themba added.
“We are very disappointed that they have killed many innocent people whose crimes were to voice out their issues
and demand to be heard”, continued Themba.

During the strike action, over 70 people were killed by Mswati’s military. The whereabouts of some of the victims
are still not known. Hundreds of others were grievously injured.
Swaziland’s healthcare system has failed to properly deal with many of the injuries. Some of the victims could not
get urgently needed operations and thus died from their injuries.
This action by the regime is a clear sign that the police officers are here to serve Mswati’s interests and not those
of the people.
Mswati rules Swaziland as an absolute monarch. He is above the constitution and stands above all three arms of
government: the executive, legislature, and judiciary.
The June-July murders proved what the Communist Party of Swaziland had always been saying for its entire existence; that there is neither peace nor freedom of expression in Swaziland.
The regime’s stance has awakened the people of Swaziland to the reality that the only way to end the brutality is
to totally dismantle the entire system.
The General Secretary of the Communist Party of Swaziland, Thokozane Kenneth Kunene, has said, “The system
that oppresses, the system that shuts people down when they fight for their rights, and the system that will never
serve the interests of the people but rather maintain the lavish lifestyle of one person and his family must be totally
dismantled and replaced by a democratic republic!”
—*Not their real names

LICINISO
12

LICINISO ISSUE 14 30 September 2021

13

