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EDITORIAL
Communist Party of Swaziland 4th National Congress Declaration
Issued 18 April 2021
preference for accumulation of private profits for capitalist
giants. The devastating effects of the pandemic were
more visible in the imperialist countries, in particular the
United States of America (USA), as more lives were lost
in those countries. On the other hand, those countries
with a socialist orientation, as well as those whose
healthcare systems are premised on human health and
not private profits, fared far better in dealing with the pandemic, as the examples of Cuba, North Korea, China and
Vietnam showed.
The Congress took place a few days before the 10 th
anniversary of the CPS, 9 April. Congress reflected on
work done in the 10-year history and the task ahead as
we enter what the CPS has termed, the Decade of Liberation against the Mswati autocracy. Notable strides along
the key tasks of the CPS which include; give direction to
the struggle, lead the struggles of the working class and
unite the working-class forces with the broader oppressed
sections of our population.

General Secretary of the Communist Party of Swaziland, Comrade Thokozane Kenneth Kunene, during
the Party’s 4th National Congress

T

he Communist Party of Swaziland
held its 4th National Congress from 24 April 2021 in Mpumalanga, South
Africa, under the theme “DECISIVE
MOBILISATION FOR DEMOCRACY NOW”. The
Congress was attended by delegates from all the
structures of the organisation. The Congress also
received solidarity messages of support from international revolutionary organisations.
The CPS 4th National Congress was held at the
backdrop of a global Covid-19 pandemic which has
caused more havoc and loss of life in the world. Over
2 859 650 people have succumbed to the virus, as per
estimates by the World Health Organisation’s 4th April
2021 updates. In Swaziland, 668 people have been
reported dead with 17 349 active cases on the same
dates. All indicators show, however, that the numbers
are far higher than the officially reported ones, as there
are many poor people who died without accessing
medical care, due to the collapsed healthcare system
under tinkhundla autocracy.
The Covid-19 pandemic crisis proved that capitalism is unable to solve crises faced by humanity due to
the system’s inherent subordination of human lives in

Congress realised that the majority of the people in
the country now understand that it is only by overthrowing
the autocracy that a true democracy to resolve the political, economic and grinding social problems in our country
can be achieved. The working class realises that it is the
only class best positioned to lead active struggles against
national and imperialist oppression and draw the broader
oppressed people to struggle for democracy and social
progress in our country.
Congress further realised that the unity of the oppressed people still remains a challenge with obstructions
from sectarians who are driven by selfish narrow interests
and stupid egoism. Political education and ideological
training are examples of pillars that have helped the CPS
gain a key position of influence through raising class consciousness to the workers and youth. The significant role
of the CPS is realised as well as our ability to defend the
Party from vile anti-communist attacks as well as fervent
attempts at infiltration of our Party by the ruling monarchist tinkhundla regime.
Congress reaffirmed our Party’s commitment to build
socialism in the country to end all forms of oppression
and guarantee protection of human life.
Congress observed the growing level of poverty and
deteriorating life condition of the people of Swaziland as
propagated by the high levels of corruption and monarchical despotism by the Mswati regime. The regime continues to loot public funds in various areas such as has
been observed with the systematic looting of the public
pension fund. The regime has also imposed arbitrary
fines to vulnerable groups, including the armed forces
and struggling rural people to raise money to fund its ailing fiscus and to sustain the monarchy’s lavish lifestyle.
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Congress further observed the acute state of the
crisis in the Mswati autocracy. The regime is struggling to finance itself by its normal formula and is opting for other options. The lavish lifestyle of Mswati
and his family combined with excesses in maintaining
state repression can no longer be funded from the
normal exploitation of the working class and stealing
from state resources. The new options of making the
poor to pay through dispossessions of land and subsistence outputs from the rural people, introduction of
exorbitant user fees on all services to the people,
steep education, transport, electricity and food costs
is part of the state aggression against the people.

The CPS will intensify its efforts to isolate the regime
from the people and international community, paralyse its
relations with its allied forces whilst systematically eroding its capacity to run the autocracy. The CPS will make
its contribution to making the country ungovernable by
the autocracy through mass protests that will sabotage
the operations of the dictatorship targeted on areas that
matter most to the repressive functionality of the corrupt
and hated government. We must end the comfort of the
ruling elite which is derived from the toil of the people
and loot of the country’s resources.

2. On building a strong CPS
The CPS will continue with its ideological training to
fully capacitate Party cadres to implement the Party programme. The Party will make advancements in its strategic recruitment and building of local unit structures in
workplaces, schools and campuses, communities and
strategic sections of our society to ensure effective carrying of the Party programme. The CPS will also strengthen its campaigns to raise political consciousness of the
people.

Congress also observed the level of women exploitation not only by the regime in the country but
also by capitalism in general. Congress noted how
culture, media, education and religion have been
used as weapons of exploitation and subjugation of
women in the country.
Only through a total overthrow of the autocracy
and its replacement with a socialist republic will our
country comprehensively reverse the hardships of
today and forge a new path free from exploitation,
rapid economic development, continuous improvement of lives of the people and promotion of international friendship which society desires.

The Party will continue to run political education and
training programmes for new and old comrades to master
the art of struggle and improve organisational and political performance of the CPS. Party cadres must be able
to do work even in complicated situations with minimum
fuss yet with outstanding results.

The Congress made the following declarations in
affirmation of the Decisive Mobilisation for Democracy Now in our country. Congress discussed in detail on the need for more aggressive tactics to advance the struggle to achieve democracy now. The
Mswati autocracy must be ended through decisive
programmes that will mobilise the majority oppressed
to effective action.

The Party will strengthen propaganda and agitation
capacity, which shall include training of cadres, coordination and administrative capacity of this unit to effectively
discharge tasks.
The Party will improve its communication and information capacity, assemble communication infrastructure
for effective communication within the Party, with the
people and organisations including with our allies and
international community. The Party will explore all communication avenues and spaces to take our messages
across timely and accurately.

This means giving a meaningful support to the daily struggles of the working class, the peasants whose
land is daily dispossessions, workers’ strikes against
workplace exploitation, demands for social services,
security and decent life to the vulnerable poor, protests against oppression, the fight against marginalisation and state violence against the people and for
the people’s rights and justice in our land. More important is decisive mobilisation to end violence
against women and diverse sexual orientations.

Party cadres are mandated to defend the CPS against
infiltration by counter forces, protect members against
state security agents, protect valuable information of the
Party against spies and agent provocateurs. The CPS
will work hard to improve political understanding and discipline of members to keep vigilance as the environment
continues to be hostile against Party activists, and expose those rats discovered to be working against the
Party. The best defence is building grassroots strongholds of the CPS actively fighting against all forms of oppression and exploitation of our people.

Congress isolated the following areas to rally on.

1. On decisive mass mobilisation for democracy now
The CPS will work harder to deepen strong roots
with the masses through establishing strongholds in
the workplace, campuses and communities. The CPS
will continue to build alliances with working-class organisations and promote cooperation. CPS will
strengthen underground mobilisation as state repression and brutality against activists by the regime intensifies.

The resource and finance capacity of the CPS need
particular attention. The basis source of finance is from
the membership through subscriptions pledges and the
creativity of members. Both internal and external sources
of finance will be explored to finance Party programmes
and activities.
The CPS will upscale recruitment of members into the
Party and the mass movement; student and youth move3
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ment, trade union movement, women organisations,
community organisations and other civil society organisations. The aim is to mobilise as much from the working class to active struggles in opposition of the autocracy.

The CPS will work with the public service workers
in their campaign against the looting of the pension
fund by the royal family.

6. On May Day 2021 Celebrations
The CPS will use this year’s May Day to call for
workers in the country to unite against the deteriorating socio-economic state of the working-class people
in the country in the midst of mass looting by the royal
family and political elites. This mass drain is taking
place along inclined police brutality against workers in
protests, increased workplace exploitation, shameful
state of the bargaining platform.

The Party will select the most trusted, and committed
to its ranks and orient ideologically, politically to the
tasks of the CPS through programmes and campaigns.

3. On April 12 1973 anti-State of Emergency
Campaign
The CPS will mobilise along the pro-democracy formations and across all sections of the oppressed and
lead a campaign that will rally the oppressed people
against the autocracy and for the unbanning of political
parties under the campaign Democracy Now.

The CPS declares an unapologetic activism within
the trade union movement, in particular shop floor
mobilisation and recruitment of workers to unions for
working class unity, strong trade unions and workers
control of unions through detailed democratic practices. We will continue to expose trade union careerists
who use unions for their selfish interests such as selfenrichment and using the unions as a stepping-stone
for their personal career interests whilst workers exploitation worsens.

The Party will focus on the youth for the establishment of the 12 April Movement which will rally the broad
section of young people in the country to militant struggles to end the dictatorship for the establishment of a
democratic dispensation.
The CPS will intensify its propaganda and organisational work to mobilise mass activism demanding the
dissolution of tinkhundla government and its autocratic
state apparatus.

The CPS reiterates its support for the workers’ federation, the Trade Union Congress of Swaziland
(TUCOSWA). Party cadres and activists will be part
and parcel of mobilising workers across all sectors to
join May Day rallies organised by TUCOSWA.

4. On the arbitrary expropriation of land by
the regime

The CPS will use May Day to increase the call for
its Democracy Now campaign and also rally workers
to engage in decisive actions to bring about freedom
and democracy in the country in the struggle towards
socialism.

The CPS will strengthen its work of building units in
the rural and semi-urban areas where land expropriation
and eviction of people from their land is rife.
The CPS will also strengthen its Land for Food Campaign which aims at ensuring that land is used for food
production to sustain the livelihood of the people as opposed to royal privatisation for the interest of private
profits.

The CPS will reinforce the call for the need to organise unorganised workers and rally more unions to
be part of TUCOSWA and support all its revolutionary
activities.

The Party will work with the rural youth, women and
peasant farmers towards industrial rural development
and cooperative agricultural production. Through this
kind of mobilisation, the rural people’s movement will be
established to unite the people around their common
interests on the land and agrarian question in our country and advance the Land For Food Campaign. Farms
owned by the members of the royal family and political
elites will be rallying points in demands for land for food.

7. On workplace exploitation and deteriorating working conditions
The CPS will strengthen its workplace Party activism to raise workers’ class consciousness, improve
trade union organisation, and lead resistance against
exploitation by the bosses in the workplace.
Unless the tinkhundla dictatorship is overturned,
workers’ rights attacked by the state will worsen, with
no prospects of sustained improvement of working
conditions and change of standards of living for workers and the entire working-class people who are in
grinding poverty.

5. On the aggravation of corruption by the
regime
The CPS will strengthen the campaign against mass
corruption and looting of state resources by the monarchy and its political elites. We will continue calling for
Not Another Cent for Mswati – SEKWANELE – by targeting all activities of the royal family including bashes,
festivals, traditional ceremonies, trips, businesses which
are the obvious outlets for their loot of state resources.
Such activities should be targeted for sabotage until
they are abandoned to save the country’s funds.

The CPS will combine the struggles against workplace exploitation with the struggle for Democracy
Now.

8. On the CPS 10th Anniversary since its
founding
The CPS will run revolutionary activities inside and
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outside Swaziland, based largely in communities and
workplaces, to highlight the levels of oppression of the
people by the Mswati’s autocracy. Through these activities, the Party also aims to enlighten the people on the
history of the Communist Party and the struggles the Party has endured in the fight to end oppression in Swaziland.

the Mswati dictatorship by governments and other institutions of the world. We will continue engaging the continental and regional governments to put meaningful
pressure to Mswati to give space to democracy before
it is too late.

We will use the anniversary to bring focus on the strategies and tactics as we enter the Decade of Liberation.

We will improve our relations with communist and
left parties in the African continent as a priority to establish a continental anti-imperialist campaign, for a
socialist alternative.

Democracy Now!

9. On violence against women, children and
sexual orientation
The CPS will engage with the many non-governmental
organisations, women activists and international organisations to make meaningful efforts to end the scourge of
oppression of women. The situation facing women in
Swaziland is dire. it is clear that the situation will not be
addressed within the present regime’s approaches since
the syndicate involved in this is within the very same ruling family.

The Struggle continues!
Victory is certain!
LICINISO

The CPS will actively mobilise young and rural women
as a priority to join the ranks of the Party. Along with this
task is the task of Party activists to devise measures to
defend women gender activists who are intimidated and
harassed in the course of mobilising women against oppression.
The CPS will work to establish social clubs and associations that will help women and other vulnerable groups
to develop techniques on self-defence including security
awareness art.

10. International work
The CPS continues to collaborate with other international revolutionary forces in the fight against imperialist
aggression spearheaded by the USA. On this score, the
CPS reiterates its solidarity with the people of Cuba and
Venezuela who have faced the hardest brunt of the USA’s
military, political and economic aggression over the years.
The CPS congratulates the people of Bolivia for overturning the pro-USA counter-revolution, ensuring the return of
Comrade Evo Morales from exile.

The CPS stands firm in solidarity with the people of
Palestine in their fight for their land, against apartheid
Israel.
The CPS notes the rebuilding of the Africa Left Networking Forum (ALNEF), in which it is also participating.
The Party will make meaningful contributions in this drive,
calls upon more revolutionary organisations to also play
their role in building a decisively anti-imperialist ALNEF
which must also fight against the parasitic appropriation of
public resources by some members of the parasitic bourgeoisie in the African continent.
We will continue to share to the world our struggles as
it develops, mobilise practical solidarity to meet the requirements of our struggle and lobby for the isolation of
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HISTORY OF THE
COMMUNIST PARTY OF SWAZILAND
CPS on its 10th founding anniversary
republic. The CPS has over the
decade of its life inspired many
other people, particularly the
youth, to move away from the
fancy calls for “democracy” but
stand firmly on a decisive struggle for the total uprooting of the
monarchy and its replacement
with a democratic republic.
It is important, of course, to recall that there were many individuals who had over the decades
made the call for a republic, that
is for the total removal of the institution of the monarch. Some
were lone voices unaffiliated to
any political organisation, while
some were within PUDEMO and
SWAYOCO, though both formations never made such republic calls, publicly or in their own internal communications.

O

n 9 April 2011, a historic major step forward in the history of Swaziland was
made with the birth of the Communist
Party of Swaziland (CPS). On its inaugural Congress, 9-10 April 2011, Swazi women and men
from inside Swaziland and in exile converged in Kamhlushwa to officially launch the Party of the working
class.

These “republic” voices culminated in what was to
be known as the April 12 Swazi Uprising which pitted mostly the youth. These youthful but radical voices disturbed the “peace”, firstly within the tinkhundla
regime, and, secondly, though bizarrely, within the pro
-democracy movement. Some of these youth voices
would later join the CPS and participate fully.

The emergence of the CPS marked the first time ever that the struggle of Swaziland would be waged on a
consistent Marxist-Leninist line, the most advanced revolutionary theory, particularly by a Swazi political organisation. Until then, a Marxist-Leninist party, fighting for
socialism, was not known among the people of Swaziland and perhaps even less thought of.

While the CPS was joining a struggle that had
been going on since 12 April 1973 when Sobhuza II
imposed absolute-monarchy rule in Swaziland, and in
which indeed the Party’s members had partaken in
various formations, the CPS did not mince its words
on its intentions and how it sought to wage the revolution. In its Founding Statement, the CPS stated, “We
do not want to see the monarchic autocracy reformed
or dressed in democratic trappings to appease the
liberal sensibilities of any interest group or the international community”.

The CPS thus became the first vehicle for a socialist
revolution in Swaziland. It declared in its post-Congress
statement in 2011 that the Party was open to all Swazi
women and men who agree with its aims and are willing
to work to make them a reality. This was a call for more
people among the majority oppressed to no longer allow
the monarch to run rapaciously on the masses, subjugating them to its rule, but instead to take a decisive
step to fight for the overthrow of the regime.

The CPS owes its existence to the many years of
hard work by its activists among the masses. Some of
these Communist activists died before seeing the
fruits of their revolutionary work (that is, the birth of
the CPS), while some died shortly after the Party was
born. These are heroes of the working-class struggle
and must be honoured for their practical contributions
to the revolution.

Additionally, the CPS was the first political organisation in Swaziland to make the call for the total overthrow
of the tinkhundla regime and replace it with a democratic
6
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In 2011, the CPS was of course a small party, and
thus had to organise itself in line with the realities on the
ground and within itself. Four Party Commissions were
formed through which the Party would organise: Workers Commission; Peasants Commission; Youth and Students Commission; Women Commission. Each member
of the Party belongs to a commission. These commissions are based on the social structures of the people of
Swaziland, particularly the oppressed where the CPS is
organising for the revolution.
In addition to annual Conferences, punctuated by
National Congresses happening triennially, the CPS has
held, without fail, annual national political schools. The
Winter School takes place during the month of July,
while the Summer School takes place during the festive season in December. The Winter School is often a 3
-day event while the Summer School is a 10-day event.
In addition to these, the different commissions undertake their own ideological development sessions.

satisfy the sugar demand in the European Union.
Not Another Cent for Mswati: Mswati continues
to receive billions of dollars from international donors
despite his well-publicised extravagance. The CPS
thus calls for international donors and governments to
no longer rescue Mswati. Through this campaign, the
CPS also calls for the international isolation of Mswati
and his associates. Nowhere in the world should he
have landing space while the people remain in bondage.

The CPS over the years has run campaigns intended
to expose the Mswati autocracy and place the struggle
of Swaziland on the map while also mobilising the people to be actively involved in their struggles. These campaigns are in addition to the general campaigns for the
unbanning of political parties, release of political prisoners, and return of political exiles.

Democracy Now Campaign: This campaign was
launched in 2019. The CPS has kept to this campaign
since 2019 in all its activities. The aim of the campaign is to highlight the need for urgency in fighting
the regime. The Mswati regime is bankrupt, and the
looting of public resources by members of the royal
family is now on unprecedented levels. There is now
real possibility that if the people delay any further,
they will inherit an empty shell of a country, which
would never support a democratic state. But
“Democracy Now” has the added element of the
armed struggle. The CPS thus opened the discussion
on the armed struggle in 2019. But the Party did not
merely open the debate and left it there. Communist
cadres were dispatched by the Party to the various
communities in Swaziland to raise the consciousness
of the people. There has been much progress on this
front, but more still needs to be done to achieve a national mass uprising, but also to wage an armed
struggle grounded on the masses.

Break the Chains Campaign: It aims to highlight the
plight of political prisoners, in the main. However, the
campaign also notes that the people of Swaziland as a
whole are bound in chains—even those not in prison. As
such, the campaign extends to the unchaining of the
people from the slavery imposed by the autocracy.
Land for Food Campaign: This campaign focuses
on the land question. With over 70 percent of the people
of Swaziland resident in the rural areas, beleaguered by
evictions, among other things, the campaign aims to
highlight the oppressive character of the system especially under the direct rule of chiefs on behalf of the
monarch. The result of the oppressive rule and insecurity of tenure has forced the people into hunger, with
some land confiscated by the regime in its attempts to
7

LICINISO ISSUE 13 30 March 2021

Swaziland situation in 2011 when CPS launched

I

t is important to make a brief review of the tumultuous conditions under which the CPS was born,
that is, the political situation in Swaziland. Before
this, however, we must, firstly, make a brief historical sketch of Swaziland and the people’s struggle for
freedom.

ing a double agent role, was presenting himself as a
fully-fledged member and supporter of the African National Congress (ANC). Actions spoke louder than
words, however, and in 1982 these actions led to the
Pretoria Accord between the apartheid regime and the
tinkhundla regime.

After attaining independence from the United Kingdom in 1968, it quickly became clear that this independence was for the royal family and the capitalist class,
largely comprising of White settlers. These White settlers
who ran the economy during the colonial era were, during the period leading to 1968 and after, Sobhuza’s firm
allies—of course also having their own elite-squabbles
here and there.

After this agreement to suppress South African comrades exiled in Swaziland, the apartheid security forces
got free reign in Swaziland; to arrest, kill, torture, harass
and smuggle ANC’s exiles into South Africa. History
contains no accidents!
With the cooperation of Swaziland in efforts to crush
the South African liberation struggle, Swaziland thus
benefitted from this cooperation. This was along with
the biting sanctions on South Africa, with companies
preferring Swaziland as a worthy territory to “peacefully”
exploit the masses.

They supported Sobhuza financially and politically
such that Sobhuza’s political party, the Imbokodvo National Movement, swept through the 1967 elections, winning all 24 parliamentary seats.
The formation of the political par- Basking in the glory of apartty was itself a result of advice heid-era private profits and
from these settlers and the apart- bribes, large funds were
heid regime of South Africa.
channelled towards the self-

Swaziland’s economy thus grew sharply
along with the persecution of prodemocracy activists. The tinkhundla regime
reports these economic benefits in its The
Swaziland Poverty Reduction Strategy and
aggrandisement
of
the
monThe most immediate aim of
Action Plan (PRSAP) published in 2007. It
this anti-people alliance was to arch and its friends, while states that in the 1980s private investment
isolate and defeat the more revo- those perceived to be ene- sharply increased in Swaziland “because of
lutionary formations at the time, mies of the statewere perse- the unfavourable political climate that prevailed in Mozambique and South Africa”.
all of whom were from the indige- cuted.
nous population. The broader
Swaziland lured major businesses into the
aim, at least from the part of the apartheid regime, was
country. “Economic growth during this time averaged
8.2%, whilst population growth remained low” (PRSAP).
to crush the South African liberation movement which
got a great deal of solidarity from the revolutionary forces
However, Swaziland’s growing economy was of no
in Swaziland. In that way, they closed every available
real benefit to the majority oppressed, unless pitiful
space for the revolutionaries and Sobhuza had overcrumbs can be counted as benefits. The economy
whelming power.
largely served the interests of the royal family and not
But Sobhuza quickly lost support from the masses
the people. In its wild fantasy to make Swaziland a First
whom he had swindled of their birthright particularly on
World Country by 2022, the regime stated, “for poverty
to decline in Swaziland, the rate of economic growth
the land question. Again, it was these White settles and
the apartheid regime who advised Sobhuza to abolish
should be greater than 5% [but] this growth must be
political parties.
accompanied by measures for income redistribution
and increased participation of the poor in the generation
On 12 April 1973, Sobhuza thus issued his proclamaof wealth.” (PRSAP). Yet the regime did not follow on
tion abolishing all political parties as well as political acits own claimed principles. Neither economic growth nor
tivities. He also bestowed upon himself all executive,
equitable income distribution ever took place. The parlegislative and judicial powers, thus officially creating the
ticipation of the poor in wealth generation was not even
absolute monarch that still exists today.
practically envisaged—they were made mere commodiHe mandated his army, created after the proclamaties for exploitation. Poverty worsened.
tion, and the police to enforce his brutal orders and, inBasking in the glory of apartheid-era private profits
deed, many people were arrested without trial, as well as
(and bribes), large funds were channelled towards the
many intimidated and attacked in various ways, with
self-aggrandisement of the royal family and their
some killed. Apartheid South Africa together with capitalfriends, while those perceived to be enemies of the
ist multinational corporations were all on hand to support
state (democracy activists, that is) were harshly persethe “new” regime which fiercely supported the apartheid
cuted. There were also no efforts channelled towards
regime by shamelessly attacking members of the South
increasing the productive capacity of the people and
African liberation movement.
neither was there ever a political will to do such. NeolibWhile all this was happening, Sobhuza, forever playeralism was rooting itself more firmly.
8
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from the workers, on the one
side, and political parties, on
the other, particularly PUDEMO
and
SWAYOCO
(Swaziland Youth Congress).

In the late 1980s and early 1990s, Mswati aimed to
strengthen his rule by arresting many democracy activists
and charging them with sedition and high treason. The
first high treason trial of People's United Democratic
Movement (PUDEMO) activists took place in 1990, while
in 1994, 67 PUDEMO activists were arrested for holding a
peaceful rally at Nkhaba (ACTSA Briefing: Swaziland,
2010). One of the early-1990s high court cases, where a
citizen successfully sued the state for unlawful arrest, was
Maxwell Lukhele v The Attorney General (case number
1057/91). Lukhele was arbitrarily arrested on his return
from his studies abroad and accused of conspiring to
form a political party, PUDEMO, “with the intention of
overthrowing King Mswati III and his government”.
While is not the aim of this discussion to unpack all the
court cases and political activities of that time, it suffices
to say that the PUDEMO of the 1980s, 1990s and early
2000s inspired and conscientised many of the people of
Swaziland. Its radical approach to the political crisis
awakened and radicalised many young people, some of
whom would later join PUDEMO. The legacy of that radical PUDEMO still inspires many people, though they are
now awakened to the reality that its radicalism has largely
been curbed, its politics now tinkering on “NGO/civil society” levels, with the analysis of political economy now on
levels far below the average low level, to paraphrase
Frederick Engels. But more on this further below.
One of the direct consequences of tinkhundla rule is
that the economy began to stagnate especially from the
1990s after the fall of apartheid in South Africa, along
with apartheid favours for the tinkhundla regime. Swaziland thus experienced a decline in economic growth rates
which reached an average of about 2.5 % between 1995
and 2000 (PRSAP). The 1990s and early 2000s were
correspondingly characterised by radical political activities
9

Thus, the effect of tinkhundla
rule has been basically the
destruction of the economy—
in addition to the royal family’s fattening at the expense
of the masses. This destruction included other crucial
social sectors on human development,
such
as
healthcare and education.
The “Great Recession”, a
direct product of capitalist
neoliberal production, which
started in the banking sector
in the United States and
spread across the world, negatively affecting many economies in the process, found
Swaziland already on the precipice.
Thus, by 2010 and towards 2011, Swaziland was in
its deepest financial crisis following a drastic drop in
revenue from the Southern African Customs Union
(SACU). As a result, civil servants were at risk of not
getting paid in 2011. Workers were uncertain of their
future, with Mswati spending more millions towards
himself and his family’s extravagant lifestyle, despite
the deteriorating state of the economy.
Despite the tinkhundla government’s hopes and
claims in 2007 that the people of Swaziland would attain a good quality of life by 2015, the people could see
that things would only get worse. In the following year,
2008, the regime held a huge 40/40 extravaganza—
Mswati’s birthday and independence celebrations—the
debts of which the people continued to be burdened
with ten years later when Mswati held similar celebrations (50/50 celebrations). The jury is still out on whether those 2008 debts have been fully paid. It goes without saying, however, that the 2018 50/50 debts have
not been paid up. The economic situation is worse now
than it was back in 2008.
The boldest anti-regime voices came from the youth
between late 2010 and early 2011. The youth called for
the total removal of the monarch, calls which the Communist Party firmly supported. Party members had already been a part of these calls even before the Party
was launched.
The youth called for all Swazis to converge in protests on 12 April 2011, protests planned to be the beginning of the “April 12 Swazi Uprising”, partly inspired
by the Tunisian and Egyptian uprisings that year, but
also inspired by the desperate economic and political
situation of Swaziland at that time.
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These calls received vicious attacks
from the regime, which claimed, wrongly,
that the monarch was supported by all
Swazis and that these “republic” elements were a mere minority.
On the other hand, there were fierce
attacks of this radical call from some elements within the pro-democracy movement, some of whom criticised the radical
youth for “insulting the king” in making
such calls. Most of the political formations in Swaziland had either made
calls for the preservation of the monarch
even in a democratic dispensation, and
they continuously repeated these backward calls instead of uniting behind the
radical campaign and practically contribute thereto. And so, these avowedly promonarchy and anti-republic leaders felt
that they were not in control of this “new”
voice and thus sought to control and silence it. To summarise this tendency, it
was a tendency which directly, whether
consciously or unconsciously, helped the
regime in its fight against its overthrowal.
The CPS thus became the first political party of Swaziland to support and be
part of the action. Some of the political
formations and individuals who joined the
April 12 protests (but not necessarily on
an anti-monarchy campaign) did so very
late and in fact worked hard to undermine the protests, pacifying the masses,
arguing against calling for the overthrow
of the monarch.
The protest actions of March and 12
April 2011 stretched and unsettled the
regime. Partaking in the protests were
workers, students, youth, and civil society. For the first time, Mswati was in real
fear that his regime would be overthrown. Alas, as history
would have it, the protests were brutally crushed by the
regime, culminating in the arrest and torture of many of the
youth, charged under the Terrorism Act of 2008.
There are many reasons why the regime succeeded in
crushing the uprising. On the one hand, the masses did
not have the advantage of an experienced working-class
party which would correctly guide the action. Instead, the
political parties that had existed for a long time channelled
their energy towards fiercely opposing the radical call of
the people, that is the call for a democratic republic. The
CPS was still new at the time, though its members had
some experience in struggle through participation within
the mass democratic movement.
The CPS, nonetheless, had the duty to take part in the
actions and make meaningful contributions while drawing
lessons. In other words, the CPS had to hit the ground run10

ning. It did not have the liberty to breathe after its
launch.
Despite the setbacks, however, the 2011 protests
marked important gains for the oppressed people,
marking an important aspect of practical experience
for the working class. Due to these actions, the question of a democratic republic was infused into public
discourse. Due to this republic call, and of course with
the removal by African people’s actions of other strong
leaders in Tunisia and Egypt, for the first time in history the Mswati regime was on the brink of falling and
indeed Mswati believed he was about to be overthrown. With the youth’s realisation of the decisiveness
of the CPS in so far as the revolution is concerned, the
youth joined the new Communist Party in droves, helping to build it towards what it is today.
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PARTY OF SOCIALISM

T

he basic theoretical grounding of the CPS is
premised on the scientific guide provided by
Karl Marx and Engels in the Communist Manifesto (1848) and other writings. The Communist Manifesto remains valid. Section II of the Manifesto
details the position and role of communists within the
working-class movement.
In the Manifesto, Marx and Engels explained the relation between the Communists and the proletarians as well
as the working-class struggle generally. They clarified that
the Communists do not form a separate party opposed to
the other working-class parties. Communists, says the
Manifesto, have no interests separate and apart from
those of the proletariat as a whole, and thus Communists
“do not set up any sectarian principles of their own, by
which to shape and mould the proletarian movement”.
(Proletariat definition: the class of modern wage labourers who, having no means of production of their own,
are reduced to selling their labour power to live. [Engels,
1888 English edition]).
The Manifesto goes on to make practical distinctions
between Communists and other working-class parties. We
quote this in full:
“1. In the national struggles of the proletarians of the
different countries, [communists] point out and bring to the
front the common interests of the entire proletariat, independently of all nationality. 2. In the various stages of development which the struggle of the working class against
the bourgeoisie has to pass through, they always and everywhere represent the interests of the movement as a
whole.
“The Communists, therefore, are on the one hand,
practically, the most advanced and resolute section of
the working-class parties of every country, that section
which pushes forward all others; on the other hand, theoretically, they have over the great mass of the proletariat
the advantage of clearly understanding the line of march,
the conditions, and the ultimate general results of the proletarian movement.
“The immediate aim of the Communists is the same
as that of all other proletarian parties: formation of the proletariat into a class, overthrow of the bourgeois supremacy, conquest of political power by the proletariat.” (Emphasis added in red colour and Bold).
The CPS thus follows on this tried and tested approach
to the revolution. The general outlook and tasks of the
communists were elaborated further by Vladimir Lenin,
particularly in his What is to be Done? document and other documents. In Africa, Moses Kotane made the correct
analysis, beginning with his celebrated Cradock Letter
(1934) on how African Communists ought to conduct the
struggle in Africa’s concrete conditions.
11

The CPS thus committed itself to conducting the
revolution by conducting concrete analyses of the concrete conditions of Swaziland, materially tracing the
historical basis of the current position, and charting the
most practical way forward. It is due to the Party’s scientific outlook that it made a direct and public call for
working-class unity for the total dismantling of the absolute monarchy and its replacement by a democratic
republic. Some of these aspects are presented in the
CPS’s Transitional Perspectives document (OUTLINE
OF THE PRINCIPAL STEPS TOWARDS A TRUE
DEMOCRATIC SWAZILAND).
Vanguardism, properly so-called, is rooted in the
Manifesto. The CPS, however, does not place titles on
itself. It sees vanguardism not as a title but a duty that
the Party must, throughout its life, strive towards. To
be a vanguard of the working class, the CPS knows
too well that it is not by self-proclamation but by consistent revolutionary work within the working masses.
It is thus the workers on the ground who have over the
years proclaimed the CPS as the vanguard of the
working class, after witnessing for themselves the exemplary work of CPS cadres.
The CPS thus takes up as its primary task to lead,
guide and unite the oppressed masses of our country.
To a large extent, it has been successful in doing that
in the past ten years, though it also suffered some setbacks. The road ahead is still long and rough. In doing
this, the Party undertakes a consistently scientific approach to the working-class struggle, even if this may
be at variance with the political stands of the various
political parties.
A consistent scientific outlook on the question of
Swaziland reveals that Swaziland is a capitalist state,
but with feudalist elements. Capitalist production,
marked by the extreme exploitation of the resources of
the country, natural resources and human labour power, for private profit is the dominant mode of production and indeed dictates the direction of the country.
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Like most parts of Africa, Swaziland’s capitalist production is dominated by international capital, with the
national bourgeoisie playing a subservient if not supportive role in that regard. The consciousness of some in the
pro-democracy movement has not reached this level. For
them, there is no need for the masses to disturb capitalist
production. Nay more, as they see it, there is no need to
be start any brawl with the imperialist forces.
It is partly for this very low level of political consciousness that some of the leaders in the movement are so
gullible, and often excitedly fall over each other, rushing
like panting little puppies whenever the United States
embassy or the European Union (or similar organisations) invites them to some human rights activities in
some of Swaziland’s hotels. Often, these sessions are
largely characterised by almost-uniform worship of the
ambassadors or their representatives as well as their
governments. Talk of the role of neo-colonialism and imperialism in subjugating the people of Swaziland rarely
ever arises. Any dissenting voice in such sessions easily
get shushed by the rest of the ever-worshipping sheep!

great relations with the colonialists, particularly in so
far as it concerned the suppression of the working
class and peasants. Though the monarch, during the
colonial era, raised issues regarding the return of Swazi land to the control of Swazis, the monarch did not
intend for the land to be democratically controlled by
the masses. Instead, the monarch wished to have absolute control over the land and, indeed, acquired that
absolute control after passing the 1973 decree which
bestowed absolute power to the monarch.
Along with the monarch’s stranglehold on political
power, is its economic power. The most immediate
example of this latter case is its control of Tibiyo Taka
Ngwane, a massive investment arm formed in the
1960s with direct material contribution from the people.
The people contributed their livestock and hard-earned
monies to form Tibiyo, but the monarch later hogged it
to sustain the royal family while the people received
crumbs.

Now owning assets worth over E2 billion (about
US$147 million), along with hundreds of millions in
On the other hand, the monarch has absolute control
profits each year, Tibiyo is a feedlot for the royal famiover the land, administered by chiefs in the communities.
ly. Democratisation of the country, therefore, must inThe monarch, in addition, controls the state political apclude the unconditional return of all these assets to the
paratus to sustain its rule. This control also benefits interpeople, to serve the needs of the people—and be acnational capital. For example, while
countable to the people. The same apthe role of the capitalists is to extract With Tibiyo owning as- plies to Tisuka and other investments.
surplus labour power from the workCommunists do not conceal their views
ers, for surplus value, the monarch sets worth over E2 biland aims. According to the antimakes its contribution to that exploi- lion
(about US$147 communists, however, it would be best
tation by deploying its security forcalong with for the CPS to keep quiet about these
es to intimidate workers to work and million),
aforementioned realities: firstly, the realinever undertake any strike action, or hundreds of millions
ty of absolute monarchy rule, and that no
to abandon any strike action where
oppressor can ever give up power willingin
profits
each
year,
there is one.
simply from the benevolence of their
Tibiyo is today a feed- ly
The regime also uses the law to
heart or merely by the oppressed people
justify extremely low wages and lot for the royal family. out-debating the oppressor; secondly,
generally impoverish the masses so
about the reality that Swaziland’s econothat they are easily pliable for capitalist exploitation. The
my is a capitalist one and that imperialism enables the
monarch is always handsomely rewarded for its efforts
tinkhundla regime’s survival; and, thirdly, that in order
either through direct monetary donations or shares as
to be truly free, the oppressed majority must unite for
MTN did when it set up its monopoly.
the forcible overthrow of the monarch and capitalism,
and march on to construct socialism.
Another area of benefit for the monarch in its alliance
with international capital is political, with the capitalists
Often, what the people have been fed over the
providing funds for the monarch to lobby international
years is some hope that there is a possibility that the
political players for its continued sustenance. Of course,
regime will one day agree with the oppressed on the
sometimes these capitalists directly lobby for the monneed for democracy, that this democracy will come
arch. Billionaire Natie Kirsh is an example in this regard.
about by outdebating the regime and thus convincing it
As such, the relationship between the monarch and the
of democracy. In addition, these forces continuously
capitalists is one of mutual benefit. Of course, differences
try to convince the people that there is no necessity for
between the two groups sometimes ensue, but they are
a decisive people’s uprising, both in its mass and milioften not so big so as to sway the capitalists’ loyalties
tary sense, against all the current oppressive condiaway from the monarch and towards freedom and detions. They thus convince the masses that “one day”
mocracy calls.
there will be change, but how that “one day” will come
is left to hopes and dreams. The CPS, on the hand
This relationship between the monarch and imperialhas its message clear: REVOLUTION!
ism goes beyond 1973, however, as it transcends
through to the colonial era where the monarch enjoyed
12
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OPPOSITION TO THE COMMUNIST PARTY

W

hile the CPS has made critical strides in
the struggle, it has not been all smooth
sailing. Anti-communism existed before
the Party was even born. Often it would
manifest itself in the systematic, often silent, marginalisation of communists or anyone seen as “too radical” in the
various people’s organisations. After the Party’s birth,
however, anti-communism certainly unmasked itself and
intensified.
The vilest attacks on the Party came from small enclaves within PUDEMO, particularly from its National Executive Committee (NEC). The top leadership of PUDEMO, though they initially welcomed the formation of
the CPS, quickly showed their true colours.
In this discussion, we do not necessarily review PUDEMO NEC’s final decision to purge communists, but
rather focus more on the reasoning or rationale for their
decisions. PUDEMO NEC’s reasoning exposes the fact
that by 2011 PUDEMO was being led by reformists, people who were not interested in a radical mass uprising
against the monarch. Anyone who dared to viciously attack the monarch was harshly reproached by the PUDEMO leadership, and this still happens today.
In a public letter from PUDEMO to the CPS, dated 28
November 2011, and copied to all PUDEMO’s structures
and its allies regarding the “Relationship between PUDEMO and the CPS”, PUDEMO’s NEC directed that
members of PUDEMO could not at one and the same
time be members of the Communist Party, reasoning
that, “A person cannot have membership of different political parties with different ideological stand points, different policies and still remain equally loyal to both.” In essence the PUDEMO NEC was declaring that it was not
an anti-capitalist and anti-imperialist force of the Left, at
the least, like the CPS, and thus was diametrically opposed to the ideological grounding of the CPS.
PUDEMO’s NEC added that PUDEMO seeks to democratise traditional leadership and the institution of the
monarch to “be compatible with the democratic aspirations of our people and the foundation of the new society
we are striving to build". As to how they sought to
“democratise” an inherently undemocratic institution can
only be left for them to answer. This standpoint is the
same with those who wish to “clean up” the exploitative
aspect of capitalism and put a “human face” on the same
system. In the end, it is an exploitative system which necessarily needs to destroy the human being and the environment to perpetuate its survival. Having a “capitalism
with a human face” does not negate exploitation, and
thus “democratising the monarch” can never create a
humane monarch that serves the interests of the people
as a whole!
Thus, PUDEMO compared its outlook with the CPS’s
commitment to present a socialist alternative and per13

spective to the Swazi people (that the road towards
socialism would necessarily involve the destruction of
the absolute monarchy and replacement by a democratic republic) as a “clash of ideology and approach”.
In other words, PUDEMO NEC was claiming that PUDEMO was opposed to both socialism and the removal of the monarch.
Since PUDEMO did not align itself with any of
these key principles propagated by the CPS, the PUDEMO NEC went on to claim that there was thus no
relationship between PUDEMO and the CPS. In other
words, PUDEMO was nothing more than one of the
conservative and traditional elements in Swaziland.
There was no material difference between Sibahle
Sinje, a group which was formed as a cultural-political
group for the protection of the monarch, and PUDEMO. This was PUDEMO’s NEC speaking out to the
world! The NEC claimed that within its ranks there
were people from various political persuasions, including monarchists! Yes, monarchists! The Communist
Party would, by its radical message, disturb some
monarchists who were warmly kept within PUDEMO!
The CPS’s response to the PUDEMO NEC was
one of deepest humility:
“The CPS views PUDEMO as having the potential
of being the broad unifying movement for freedom in
Swaziland, which unites incongruent formations with
the common goal of moving our country towards democracy and liberation. This does not imply that when
we view PUDEMO as such in our strategic and other
documents that we are suggesting a formal strategic,
tactical or other relationship with PUDEMO.”
Indeed, the CPS had never said there was a formal
relationship between CPS and PUDEMO. Instead, the
CPS simply pointed out the reality that was obtaining
on the ground, that the oppressed people are largely
organised under PUDEMO (bar the trade union movement) which was at that time a movement tasked by
history to unite the people against the royal regime.

Sadly, with the passage of time, characterised by
deepening anti-communism, PUDEMO’s radical element got eroded by a great deal of reformism, so
much that its leaders were able to proudly go out to
the world and proclaim on behalf of the membership
that “the official position of PUDEMO is that we demand a constitutional multiparty democracy, with the
institution of the monarchy regulated by the constitution…” (PUDEMO NEC Statement, 4 April 2011.
Emphasis added) and thereafter disassociated PUDEMO from any of the vocal members of PUDEMO
who were calling and mobilising for a democratic republic. The PUDEMO NEC was, clearly, still keen on
bowing down to Mswati and worshipping his royal oppression!
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Interestingly, in this very statement (April 2011) PUpresident claimed that PUDEMO is a revolutionary
DEMO called for “radical action”, declaring that the time
movement “convinced of the need for a Marxist – Lenhad come “to overthrow the tinkhundla regime”, by inteninist understanding of human society…” Such vulgar
sifying the struggle, specifically calling on the youth and
use of Marxism-Leninism must never be tolerated by
the workers to make “the country ungovernable and the
any self-respecting Marxist-Leninist. The CPS can
system unworkable.” How all these
thus not look away and pretend
were supposed to happen when at
slaughter of MarxismThe opposition to Marxism- the
the same time PUDEMO members
Leninism was not being underhad to take care to protect the mon- Leninism (and to the CPS) taking by such charlatanry!
arch at all cost in order to, of course, was never a coincidence, howThe attacks of the CPS over the
create the future constitutional monpast decade have not come only
arch, remains a mystery. Clearly, ever. For a long time, these
from PUDEMO, however. There
either the “radical action” call was anti-communist forces were
have been other individuals who
nothing but a lie, or the opposition to
did so in their private capacities,
the CPS was based on nothing but comfortable with the stagnathough they could not sustain
anti-communist opposition, or both. tion of the struggle, which is
the attacks. Nonetheless, deMost likely, both elements were apspite these attacks, the CPS
largely
populated
and
led
by
plicable.
continued to enjoy support from
the working class.
And thus, driven by its core antithe working class, who went on
communist stance, over the years
to join and build the Party, workthe PUDEMO leadership has relentlessly purged coming for the revolution. The CPS also continues to grow
munists from within its ranks. While the leadership
its international footprint and is participating in revoluclaimed that PUDEMO was also constituted by comtionary international formations and respected by other
munists, it is clear that the communists have been perseCommunist and Workers’ Parties.
cuted while the monarchists and pro-imperialist elements
The opposition to Marxism-Leninism (and to the
have been elevated. The facts are there for all to see.
CPS) was never a coincidence, however. For a long
History continues to expose the pro-tinkhundla eletime, these anti-communist forces were comfortable
ments within the mass democratic movement, and inwith the stagnation of the struggle, which is largely
deed within PUDEMO. PUDEMO continues to pronounce
populated and led by the working class. When these
itself as a fervent adherent of the monarch.
anti-communist forces attacked the CPS, they labelled
the CPS as “divisive” and “destructive”, among other
In an end-of-year address released on 31 December
claims. In truth, however, the birth of the CPS literally
2019 by its president, PUDEMO reaffirmed its firmly held
disturbed the “peace” that was enjoyed by the counreformist stance, pleading with the oppressive monarch
terrevolutionaries (and their warmly kept monarchists)
to “assume the role of a Constitutional Monarchy and
who had for a long time done nothing but lull the massallow the ordinary people to elect political leaders of their
es, keeping them away from (1) the truth of their condichoice”.
tions, (2) the historical basis of their oppression, and
As if that were not enough damage to the revolution,
(3) their future.
PUDEMO’s president went out of his way to show to the
And thus, the CPS came along and began to work
absolute monarch that his organisation would never ever
directly with workers, imbuing political education (the
call for the dismantling of the oppressive institution. He
largest and most consistent system of political educareiterated that PUDEMO believes that democratic govtion to ever be experienced by the working class in
ernance and the institution of the monarch can co-exist.
Swaziland) and learned from the practical action of the
He did not care that it is, in fact, by the very monarch’s
workers. The results were the awakening of the massdirect orders and policies that the masses have been
es who consequently rejected the liquidators. In addibrutalised over the decades.
tion, this saw the strengthening of the Party and the
He did not even care to call for justice for all the peomass democratic movement, particularly in terms of
ple who have been victimised by this monarch! All he
class consciousness. With the growth of class concared about was protecting an anachronistic institution
sciousness, the unprincipled “unity” that had previously
which is averse to any good future for the people. He
been maintained by the counterrevolutionaries was
even added, “The suggestion that PUDEMO wants to
destroyed by the consistent radical action of comundermine the authority of the institution [of the
munists in the workplace and in the communities. For
monarch] should be dismissed with absolute conall this, the CPS is proud and will never abandon its
tempt.” (Emphasis added). Such bravery to exert this
mission of disturbing the collaboration between the
level of energy to protect this backward institution can
regime and the counterrevolutionaries within the mass
only be rooted in a place where the interests of the opdemocratic movement.
pressed masses are placed on a guillotine!

Astoundingly, in the same statement, PUDEMO’s
14
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Entering the Decade of Liberation with the call for Democracy Now
1.
Unconditional unbanning of political parties
2.
Unconditional release of political
prisoners
3.
Unconditional return of political
exiles
4.
Respect for the right to freedoms
of association, speech, and assembly
5.
Democratic control of the land and
industry

I

n the year of its 10th founding anniversary, the
CPS held its 4th National Congress under the
theme DECISIVE MOBILISATION FOR DEMOCRACY NOW. Congress discussed in detail on the
need for more aggressive tactics to advance the struggle
to achieve democracy now. The Mswati autocracy must
be ended through decisive programmes that will mobilise
the majority oppressed to effective action. This means
giving a meaningful support to the daily struggles of the
working class; the peasants who are daily possessed of
their land, workers’ strikes against workplace exploitation,
demands for social services, security, and decent life to
the vulnerable poor, protests against oppression, the fight
against marginalisation and state violence on the people
and for the people’s rights and justice in our land.
As the CPS has waged struggles alongside the working people of our country in the past decade, the Party
takes lessons from these struggles and will work harder
to ensure that this decade becomes the decade of liberation. We do not align with the anarchist view that the Party must stand on the side-lines and allow the revolution to
“mature” on its own, that the people must rise up against
the oppressor “on their own”, that is spontaneously and
without any communist drive and intervention.
The Communist Party will thus continue to deepen the
knowledge of Marxism-Leninism among the workers, that
is an understanding and waging of the struggle based on
a consistent scientific approach. In doing so, the Party
does not ordain itself as the vanguard of the working
class or as “leader of society”, but undertakes to work the
ground in revolutionising the working class. It is the working class that will determine whether the Communist Party has indeed done enough work on the ground and thus
worthy to earn the right to be referred to as the vanguard;
that the Party can be trusted moving forward, based on
the work of its cadres.
The CPS reiterates these demands:

15

These are demands which we continue
to fight for. We know too well that they
will not be acceded to by the regime by
mere debate and convincing, or by the
benevolence of the regime’s leaders. It
will only take unity among the oppressed masses, dedicated to the total overthrow of the tinkhundla autocracy, for true People’s Power.
While the CPS acknowledges that reforms are part
of every struggle, and indeed do take place even in
Swaziland, we know as well that a political programme
premised on clothing the monarch in democratic robes
without changing the fundamental conditions in society, can only exacerbate the crises faced by the people.
It is for this reason that the CPS, while joining with other forces of democracy, openly opposes calls meant to
pacify the masses, weakening their revolutionary resolve, and thus undermine radical tactics in preference
to reformist ones. Such tactics include those which,
instead of calling for the end of monarchical rule, only
limit themselves to the call for the protection of the oppressor, the monarch, under a “constitutional monarchy” call. Another aspect which, in summary, aligns
with these “constitutional monarchy” group involves
those who participate in tinkhundla elections, particularly parliamentary elections, and claim that they will
use the very same channels in the tinkhundla parliament (which Mswati has the power to dissolve, as he
has threatened a few times before) to change the very
system which feeds them.
The CPS calls for the building of unity among the
oppressed people of Swaziland, premised on a revolutionary programme to overthrow the tinkhundla autocracy and replacing it with a democratic republic. A
democratic republic, grounded on People’s Power, is a
crucial phase, under our conditions, in building socialism. It is crucial to understand, however, that the building of socialism does not begin during a democratic
dispensation, but is ongoing, as it has been ongoing
during the life of the Communist Party. Building People’s Power thus also involves the building of an independent and sovereign nation, capable of resisting the
long reach of imperialism.
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CPS an internationalist Party
The Communist Party also calls for intensification of
international working-class solidarity. The Party reiterates
its solidarity with the people of Palestine who have been
resisting for over 70 years against the annexation of their
land by apartheid Israel. The modern State of Israel (NB:
different to the biblical Land of Israel) was created in
1948 in Palestine at the expense of the indigenous Palestinians.
The results of apartheid Israel’s occupation of Palestinian land include the killing (in fact, a genocide) of hundreds of thousands of Palestinians since 1947, with refugees estimated at over 7 million and more millions internally displaced. The CPS co-organised and participated
in the Israeli Apartheid Week in 2019, the first to ever be
held in Swaziland, a country ruled by a fierce ally of the
colonial Israeli regime. The CPS continues to participate
in Palestinian solidarity actions beyond those held in
Swaziland.
The Party also stands against American imperialist
aggression in Latin America. The unilateral and criminal
embargo that the USA has imposed on the Cuban people
for over 60 years, repeatedly condemned by the United
Nations over the years (every year since 1992), must be
combatted by every class-conscious worker in Swaziland.
According to Cuba Solidarity Campaign, this embargo has cost Cuba about US$753.688 billion in revenue,
based on 2016 estimates, in addition to other human catastrophes.
Cuba Solidarity Campaign is a British organisation
that campaigns against the inhumane and illegal blockade of Cuba, for an end to the US occupation of Cuban
land at Guantanamo Bay, and to defend the Cuban people’s right to be free from foreign intervention.
The USA also aims to have absolute control over Venezuelan oil, the largest reserves in the world at about 304
billion barrels, in addition to other natural resources.
The CPS supports the people of Venezuela in the defence of their national sovereignty, against imperialism.
The CPS also stands in solidarity with the various Communist Parties of the world and calls for the deepening of
collaboration among Communist Parties in the struggle
for a socialist world.
The African continent continues to be battered by the
legacy of colonialism. The CPS condemns the continued
occupation of Western Sahara by Morocco, reiterates its
solidarity with the people of Western Sahara in the fight
for freedom. The African Union (AU) must, for once,
stand up and be counted and terminate Morocco’s membership from the AU. Over the years, the AU has shown
itself as nothing but a puppet of imperialism. It has lost
almost, if not all, the revolutionary elements that the past
leaders like Kwame Nkrumah had when they formed the
Organisation of African Unity. This institution must be
rescued from these imperialist puppets and be placed on
16

The results of apartheid Israel’s
occupation of Palestinian land
include the killing (in fact, a
genocide) of hundreds of thousands of Palestinians since
1947, with refugees estimated
at over 7 million, with more millions internally displaced.

the hands of the
African masses
and thus accountable
to
them.

Western Sahara
has been under
Moroccan occupation
since
1976 when Spain
pulled out and relinquished its claim as a colonial power over the territory and later annexed by Morocco.
The Sahrawi people, who fought Spanish colonial oppression, now fought Moroccan occupation in a long
struggle led by the Polisario Front. The Sahrawi people have endured untold atrocities in the hands of the
Moroccan colonial power. The CPS reiterates its firm
solidarity with the struggles of Western Saharan people and the Polisario Front.
The CPS is already actively participating in the revival of the African Left Networking Forum (ALNEF).
The revival of ALNEF is crucial in the struggles for the
unification of the African people. ALNEF must be decisively anti-imperialist if it is to make meaningful contributions to the freedom of the African people.
The CPS, in principle, stands with Communist Parties wherever they wage their struggles against imperialism. We understand, of course, that there may be
exceptions in some situations, particularly in countries
where there are two or more parties organising along
the Communist line. The CPS, therefore, makes its
own analysis of the situations and decides accordingly.
The CPS calls for the unification of the various Communist Parties who operate in each given country, for
the goal of one Communist Party operating in each
country, for a unified struggle against capitalism in
every country—and against imperialism. The Party
also stands in solidarity with various revolutionary
working-class parties in every country and supports
the working-class struggles undertaken in each of
those countries.
The freedom of the people of Swaziland will thus
not be possible and complete without the freedom of
all oppressed people across the world. As such, the
creation of a sovereign nation, resolute in defending
itself against imperialism, is crucial in the building of
unity between the people of Swaziland and others outside our country’s borders. Likewise, a free and democratic, nay more a socialist, Swaziland would not successfully defend itself without uniting on common
course with the freedom-loving people of other countries, particularly the working class in the various countries.

Workers of Swaziland, Unite! Workers of
the World, Unite!
Democracy Now!
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