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“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

here.” 

standing with the LGBTIQ+ com-

munity and calls for the recogni-

tion and respect of their rights. 

The question of LGBTIQ+ rights 

is a constant feature in the annual 

CPS political schools – both Win-

ter School and the Summer 

School, as well as political schools 

organised by Commissions of the 

CPS. In its 2019 Summer School, 

the CPS delved much deeper on 

this question. The delegates in the 

School were firm that there needs 

to be increased work to conscien-

tise the oppressed masses, in-

cluding the membership of the 

mass democratic movement, on 

the rights of minorities, including 

LGBTIQ+ rights. This is borne out 

of the fact that the tinkhundla re-

gime has shut the people off infor-

mation pertaining to human rights. 

Thus, the CPS has the task of 

awakening the masses to the real-

ity that the autocracy relies largely 

on colonialist laws to suppress 

LGBTIQ+ rights for its own selfish 

interests. There is a need for the 

oppressed people to unite and 

stand firm in solidarity with all op-

pressed groups in the fight for de-

mocracy. Democracy cannot be 

genuine if LGBTIQ+ rights are 

suppressed. 

In line with the pledge of soli-

darity, Communist Party cadres, 

openly and unapologetically, at-

tend the ongoing court case calling 

for the registration of ESGM and 

also provide whatever necessary 

support beyond attending court 

hearings. In August this year, the 

ESGM, in a brave defiance of the 

backward laws of Swaziland, 

erected a pro-LGBTIQ+ rights bill-

board in the capital, Mbabane. The 

leader of ESGM defended the bill-

board against those who wish to 

see the LGBTIQ+ community sup-

pressed, and said, “We want them 

to know that we will not stop being 

active citizens. We have achieved 

so much as an LGBTIQ movement 

but ESGM members are impatient, 

they cannot spend any more time 

not having their rights and free-

doms respected and recog-

nised.” (MAMBA ONLINE.COM) 

Ever since political parties and 

political activities were banned in 

Swaziland on 12 April 1973, the 

absolute monarchy has had to rely 

on quelling any kind of organisa-

tion that it suspects could be inde-

pendent of the regime’s direct con-

trol. The attack on the LGBTIQ+ 

community follows on the crushing 

of various organisations of work-

ers, women, the unemployed, stu-

dents, as well as political parties. 

O 
n 22 January 2020, 

the Communist Party 

of Swaziland issued a 

statement stating its 

unwavering support for the lesbian, 

gay, bisexual, transgender, inter-

sex, queer+ (LGBTIQ+) community. 

This support was not for a separate 

sect hidden somewhere in the cor-

ner, for the Party understands that 

LGBTIQ+ rights are human rights. 

As Melusi Simelane, the founder 

and leader of Swaziland’s Sexual 

and Gender Minorities organisation 

(ESGM) states in the interview 

which Liciniso had with him recent-

ly, “LGBTIQ+ citizens, like all other 

citizens, deserve to be protected”. 

The Mswati autocracy, relying 

chiefly on archaic colonialist laws, 

continuously suppresses the 

LGBTIQ+ community and refuses 

to recognise and register ESGM. 

The refusal by the Mswati autocra-

cy to recognise and register an or-

ganisation that advocates for 

LGBTIQ+ rights, on the basis that it 

is "annoying" is a clear sign of a 

regime out of touch with society. 

Such refusal to recognise the rights 

of the LGBTIQ+ community is an 

inherent part of the regime's dicta-

torial ways, aimed at suppressing 

the rights of the people as a whole. 

The CPS has pledged to continue 

EDITORIAL 
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The regime’s attack therefore is 

in the context of an undemocratic 

regime desperate to cling to power. 

In its acts of suppression of 

LGBTIQ+ rights, the regime aims to 

deepen social exclusion, marginali-

sation and stigma on anyone who 

identifies as part of the LGBTIQ+ 

community, and thus divide and rule 

over the whole population of Swazi-

land.  

LGBTIQ+ rights will, however, 

not be fulfilled without maximum 

unity among all oppressed sectors 

in Swaziland – including women, 

workers, peasants, youth and stu-

dents. Thorough education of socie-

ty on LGBTIQ+ rights must also be 

urgently undertaken, including with-

in the mass democratic movement. 

There will be no marked advance-

ment of people's rights, particularly 

the right to one's sexuality, under 

the tinkhundla regime led by sub-

Saharan Africa's last absolute mon-

archy. It is for this reason that the 

CPS continuously reiterates the call 

for the complete dismantling of the 

Mswati autocracy and the creation 

of true people's power. 

In this issue of Liciniso, we thus 

place more focus on the question of 

LGBTIQ+ rights in Swaziland. Licini-

so had an interview with ESGM 

leader, Melusi Simelane. The re-

sults of that interview are published 

in this issue. We also reproduce 

some of the statements released by 

the CPS since Issue 10. 

The CPS lost one of its own this 

year, Comrade Mandla “Gogo 

Mahlalentabeni” Thabethe. We re-

produce the CPS’s statement in this 

regard as the last topic in this issue.  

 

Some of the members of the Communist Party of Swaziland attending a high 

court hearing in Mbabane on 24 June 2020. The ESGM is calling upon the 

government to formally recognise and register the organisation. 
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Ever since political parties and political activi-

ties were banned on 12 April 1973, the abso-

lute monarchy has had to rely on quelling 

any kind of organisation that it suspects 

could be independent of the regime’s direct 

control. The attack on the LGBTIQ+ commu-

nity follows on the crushing of various organi-

sations of workers, women, the unemployed, 

students, as well as political parties. The 

regime’s attack therefore is in the context of 

an undemocratic regime desperate to cling to 

power.  
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However, I have endeavoured to get us all under the 

same room, and we are slowly aligning out efforts at ad-

vocacy. 

L: Tell us about the day-to-day challenges faced by 

the LGBTIQ+ community in Swaziland – from the 

general public, at work, at schools, as well as public 

and private institutions, and so on. 

MS: It goes without saying how the LGBTI community is 

continuously marginalised, and this is both state and non

-state sanctioned. There are institutions that are hellbent 

on denying us our human rights, and services, as en-

shrined in the constitution. 

Nonetheless, it is not possible to articulate the day-to-

day lived experience, without looking at how it is made 

possible. It is true that we are a loving society, Emaswa-

ti. We have what is called the spirit of Ubuntu. However, 

with the introduction of the common law offense of sodo-

my by our former coloniser (or protector?) and the reli-

gious fanatism that has engulfed the entire state mecha-

nism, hate, prejudice, stigma and discrimination have all 

become possible. 

We are now living in a world where if you are of a differ-

ent view than the religious fanatics would have it, you 

are doomed. The unfortunate thing is that, no matter 

how much we can try to highlight our unjust and unfair 

treatment at the hands of both the state and non-state 

actors, we will always lack the support of the populace. 

Job opportunities, school op-

portunities, housing, access 

to services, and the broader 

enjoyment of the right to life, 

these are infringed on. 

L: Some people are not yet conscious about 

LGBTIQ+ rights. What is it that the various rights-

based organisations ought to be doing more in or-

der to raise people’s consciousness in this regard? 

MS: What we have are state-gatekeepers, masquerad-

ing as civil society organisations. It cannot be that 

ESGM has to exhaust all revenues to explain to other 

organisations why the matter before the courts is im-

portant for the shrinking civil society space.  

We are watching how the modus operandi is about 

pleasing the powers that be and ensuring that the voice 

of the marginalised is not heard. You see initiatives be-

ing held, and you have to beg to raise the voice of the 

LGBTI withing that space. It is ridiculous! 

We live in an intersectional world, where your struggle is 

as much mine as it is for the next person. However, 

some within the most powerful civil society organisations 

do not see this. They are happy to sing the song of the 

state, which raises a question of whether or not they 

know what the biggest role of civil society is? 

Liciniso (L): AS A FOUNDER OF THE ESGM, PLEASE 

TELL US ABOUT THE CHALLENGES YOU PERSON-

ALLY FACED WHEN YOU FORMED THE ORGANISA-

TION? 

Melusi Simelane (MS): After having worked with various 

CSOs, notably the Rock of Hope, it seemed like what I 

was doing was a duplication. And the truth is, it was nev-

er about duplicating the work. I have understood the poli-

tics of the work, and also how the more money coming in 

from some donors was about checking their boxes. 

First, this was not appropri-

ate because it divided the 

movement. I am speaking 

about the over medicalisa-

tion of LGBTI bodies. Focus-

ing overwhelmingly on HIV, 

which even then it targets what we can safely call “gay 

men” and “trans women” (only after a vigorous advocacy 

to get the Ministry of Health to stop misgendering trans 

women.  

The second bit was the fact that whenever we made ef-

forts to do advocacy at a broader level, our allies, notably 

the Ministry of Health, would seek to silence us, remind-

ing us the focus. Which they are justified, they are the 

Ministry of Health, however, the other issue was the ob-

jectives at registration. All the registered organisations 

could not overtly and explicitly state that they are all 

about the Human Rights of LGBTI persons. Only HIV 

interventions were allowed. 

This then brought the need to start from scratch. Espe-

cially considering that most of our advocacy is heavily 

reliant on addressing the criminalisation of same sex inti-

macy between consenting male adults. 

This is why I founded ESGM, and the backlash has been 

well documented. Notably, some within the movement 

have not been easily convinced.  

INTERVIEW WITH MELUSI SIMELANE 

On the LQBTIQ+ community in Swaziland 

We cannot allow those with power to infringe on our 

rights! We cannot, though, rely on the international 

community all the time, we must be empowered 

enough to hold our governments to account.  
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L: Tell us about the ongoing court case for registra-

tion in the High Court of Swaziland. Which aspects of 

the constitution of Swaziland (and international law, if 

possible) do you rely on for recognition? What rea-

sons has the government forwarded (legally and in the 

public sphere) to oppose registration? 

MS: ESGM and its members argue that the Registrar’s 

refusal to register ESGM violated ESGM members’ rights 

to dignity, to associate and express themselves freely, to 

be treated equally and not to be discriminated against. 

These are just some of the issues we are bringing before 

the courts. It goes without saying that these are guaran-

teed under the International Covenant on Civil and Politi-

cal Rights (ICCPR). However, we thought it necessary to 

rely on the constitution, which explicitly guarantees these 

rights. 

This matter has been widely reported and we cannot wait 

to get to the arguments in court, on the 20th of October 

2020. 

L: Swaziland held its first Pride march a few years 

back. Please tell us about that march, including the 

challenges you met towards (and after) that march. 

Have you been successful in holding other marches? 

If not, what were the hindrances? 

MS: That was the beginning of the idea to apply for regis-

tration, an organisation that will deal with such issues di-

rectly. It was widely reported how the police were on the 

opposing end of the celebration. We were able to work 

closely with the Human Rights Commission, which contin-

uously stood on our side, to express how we have the 

L: Some people oppose LGBTIQ+ rights based on 

their religious and traditional beliefs. Is this some-

thing that is dominant in Swaziland? Is there any 

hope in this regard within the religious and tradi-

tional spheres? 

MS: We are moving towards a more inclusive space 

when it comes to religion. We are seeing more LGBTI 

oriented churches being opened. At the end of the 

day, the issues of spirituality are within the person and 

their creator.  

We can no longer allow the big bishops to make us 

feel small, for wanting to enjoy our rights as enshrined 

in the constitution, to worship a creator of our choos-

ing. 

Some are coming to the fold, and we appreciate them. 

It goes without saying that we cannot allow those with 

power to infringe on our rights. We live under a consti-

tutional dispensation. The holy scriptures deal with an 

individual person in their respective spaces. 

With the introduction of the common 

law offense of sodomy by our former 

coloniser (or protector?) and the reli-

gious fanatism that has engulfed the 

entire state mechanism, hate, preju-

dice, stigma and discrimination have 

all become possible.  

The first Pride Parade in Swaziland took place in June 2018. (Pic: @NonoTsh on Twitter) 
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our governments. So, we must never fail to hold them to 

account. We must remind them of the bill of rights in our 

constitution. 

L: Are you getting any support from other organisa-

tions (and/or individuals) inside and outside Swazi-

land? If so, can you tell us about the kind of support 

they provide? 

MS: The support we are getting is immense, and it goes 

without saying that we cannot do this on our own. We rely 

on our friends both inside and outside the country. We 

still hope to get more support. Our work is easily over-

looked if we do not get the necessary support. 

L: What would you say are the key aspects that or-

ganisations in the mass democratic movement need 

to look into in order to protect LGBTIQ+ rights within 

and outside these organisations? 

MS: I do not believe that there is something special that 

should be looked at. LGBTI citizens, like all other citizens, 

deserve to be protected as per the constitution. I believe 

that the framework of every institution should be informed 

by the bill of rights.  

to express how we have the rights to hold such cele-

brations and express ourselves. 

We have continued to challenge the powers that be, 

by various strategies, and all have been met with 

strong opposition. The court case being an example. 

However, we are not deterred. We will continue, guid-

ed by the constitution, to exercise our rights.  

L: Have you been able to undertake any interna-

tional advocacy on the question of LGBTIQ+ 

rights in Swaziland? Please tell us more on this. 

MS: We have been engaged in various spaces in the 

world. Notable was the last Commonwealth Heads of 

Government Meeting (CHOGM) in London, 2018. At 

this event, I spoke to the committee, the highest deci-

sion making body within the commonwealth of na-

tions, short of the heads of the governments. I made 

clear the case for LGBTI rights, and how as a com-

monwealth we cannot have amnesia on how these 

criminalising laws came to be. 

It was at the same CHOGM that then Prime Minister 

of the United Kingdom (UK), Theresa May, apolo-

gised on behalf of the UK for bringing these laws 

which to this day infringe on many of our rights. We 

cannot, though, rely on the international community all 

the time, we must be empowered enough to hold our 

governments to account. It is not the UK that is in-

fringing on our rights, using these archaic laws; it is 

    LICINISO 

The second Pride Parade in Swaziland took place in June 2019. (Pic: @AllOut on Twitter) 

What we have are state-gatekeepers, masquer-

ading as civil society organisations. It cannot be 

that ESGM has to exhaust all revenues to ex-

plain to other organisations why the matter be-

fore the courts is important for the shrinking civil 

society space.  
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T 
he coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic continues to expose 

the dictatorial and uncaring nature of the tinkhundla sys-

tem of Swaziland. The government of sub-Saharan Afri-

ca’s last absolute monarchy tried to force parents and 

guardians to sign consent forms to allow their children to return to 

school. The regime also wants parents and guardians to encourage 

their children to comply with Covid-19 regulations and guidelines while 

in school, despite the fact that there are inadequate measures to en-

sure safety of the learners. 

The regime has, in addition, forced similar consent forms to school 

principals, forcing them to undertake that schools have adequate per-

sonal protective equipment, running water and washing basins, 

among other things, when the opposite holds true. 

Through these measures, the regime’s goal is to lay the blame with 

parents and principals when Covid-19 infections skyrocket. The re-

gime also aims to divide the working class, with school principals on 

one side and teachers on the other. 

As of Sunday 19 July 2020, Swaziland’s cumulative confirmed 

Covid-19 cases stood at 1793, remaining on a sharply upward spiral, 

with 21 deaths, and about 46 percent recoveries – below the around 

59 percent global average for recoveries. Like in many African coun-

tries, the pandemic did not hit Swaziland until March 2020, preceded 

by failure by the government to take preventive measures even when 

the World Health Organisation had declared the virus a pandemic. 

The Covid-19 curve in Swaziland is still on its way up and it has never 

shown any signs of flattening. The forced reopening of schools will 

only aid in increasing infections. 

The Communist Party of Swaziland (CPS) calls upon the people of 

Swaziland to see the regime for what it is – an uncaring, inhumane 

regime which has no interests of the people of Swaziland at all. The 

regime has never bothered to improve the standard of healthcare in 

the country even during the deadly pandemic but misleads the world 

that it is ready to ensure the health and safety of learners and teach-

ers, when in fact it wishes to do nothing but send them to their graves. 

The CPS reiterates the urgent need for the working class – parents, 

teachers and parents, particularly – to unite in the interests of serving 

the people in the fight against Covid-19. It is a well-known fact that 

many schools in Swaziland still lack basic necessities, such as clean 

running water, and are thus not well equipped for the pandemic. The 

reckless and misleading information about the state of readiness by 

the government is aimed at saving face and in the process oversee 

the deaths of many learners, teachers, principals, as well as parents 

and guardians. The actions of the Mswati autocracy must be combat-

ted by united working-class opposition in the interests of quality 

healthcare for the people.  

Covid-19 pandemic continues to expose the monarchical dictatorship of Swaziland; urgent 

united working-class action against the dictatorship is imperative  

Issued 20 July 2010 
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ple of Swaziland appreciate that 

the regime will use anything to 

ensure that no dissenting views, 

no matter how they may appear to 

be unaligned to any political views, 

emerge to the public space. The 

regime has in the recent past out-

lawed women’s marches against 

gender-based violence as well as 

marches by the LGBTIQ+ commu-

nity and many others. Workers 

and students have had their 

marches routinely crushed violent-

ly by the police, while in the com-

munities those who dare to raise 

their opinions face evictions if their 

views fall foul to the regime’s ty-

rannical interests. The spread of 

Covid-19 has only helped the re-

gime to further its suppression of 

human rights, with the right to 

freedom of speech being one of 

the regime’s major casualties. 

The Communist Party of Swazi-

land calls for unity among all the 

various people’s organisations, for 

genuine change in our country. 

The formation of a liberation front, 

comprising of the democratic par-

ticipation of the oppressed, is an 

urgent one. While the raising of 

sector-based demands is im-

portant and necessary, such de-

mands will be more impactful 

when they are raised alongside 

other demands from other sectors, 

in principled unity against absolute 

monarchy rule, for democratic 

rule.  

T 
he blocking of yet an-

other march in Swazi-

land is one of the many 

examples which prove 

the relentlessness of the Mswati 

autocracy in its continued objective 

to crush any dissenting opinion and 

strengthen its iron-fist rule. Local 

liquor traders had vowed to march 

and deliver a petition to the prime 

minister in the capital Mbabane on 

Friday 18 September 2020, to voice 

their concerns about the indefinite 

closure of their businesses. The 

regime, predictably, refused them 

permission to do so, just as it has 

done with many others before. 

Political parties as well as politi-

cal activities, including the free ex-

pression of opinions, remain 

banned in Swaziland since the 

monarchy’s decree on 12 April 

1973. Through the 1973 decree, all 

executive, legislative and judicial 

powers were bestowed upon the 

monarchy. This situation continues 

today. 

The spread of the coronavirus 

(Covid-19) has been cunningly used 

by the Mswati autocracy to enforce 

lockdown measures on the people 

not chiefly to protect but to crush 

people’s voices against the regime. 

Throughout the Covid-19 lockdown 

period – since March this year – the 

regime has intensified its suppres-

sion of people’s voices, be they with 

respect to Covid-19 regulations or 

the consequences of the virus and 

the effects of lockdown measures – 

or any other aspect. Teachers and 

nurses as well as their unions, for 

instance, have had their voices 

largely suppressed by the govern-

ment with respect to the operation 

of schools and healthcare points, 

respectively, while local business-

persons have largely had their voic-

es ignored. The royal police, on the 

other hand, have been allowed to 

terrorise the people without conse-

quence in a supposed enforcement 

of Covid-19 regulations.  

It is thus important that the peo-

The blocking of another march in Swaziland is yet another example of the depths the 

Mswati autocracy intends to go to crush dissenting opinions  

Issued 21 September 2020 

    LICINISO 



  Issue 11. 30 September 2020  

 9 

T 
he Communist Party of Swaziland (CPS) sup-

ports the struggles of the working class of Zim-

babwe and calls for international working class 

unity for the total liberation of the African work-

ing class. The Zimbabwean working class is engaged in a 

just struggle for freedoms of speech, association and 

movement as well as the rights for genuine national sover-

eignty and self-determination. 

The CPS supports the call for the building of People’s 

Power in Zimbabwean communities made by the Zimba-

bwe Communist Party (ZCP) and all the progressive forc-

es of that country.  

The CPS rejects the counterrevolutionary claims made 

by some forces – in the continent and beyond – that any 

criticism of African leaders automatically amounts to 

“unAfrican” support for foreign forces, particularly Europe-

an and American superpowers. For decades, the people 

of Swaziland have faced similar vitriol from the puppet of 

imperialism, the absolute monarchy. Spurious claims that 

the oppressed people are being “unSwazi” – often preced-

ed or followed by arbitrary detention and torture – whenev-

er they express themselves on the way the country is run, 

are continuously made by the autocracy. The looters of 

public funds, as in some other African states, present 

themselves as true Africans while they subject the rest of 

the population to destitution. The CPS thus supports the 

ZCP’s call for an honest and countrywide inclusive discus-

sion on the Zimbabwean economy. 

The CPS will continue to support all African revolution-

ary movements which continue to fight for the true libera-

tion of African people, for the end of the oppression and 

exploitation of one by another. This contribution includes 

efforts at strengthening the African Left Networking Forum 

and other regional and continental progressive forces. 

T 
he Communist Party of Swaziland 

(CPS) stands in complete solidarity 

with the people of Palestine in their 

rejection of attempts by Israel, 

backed by the Trump administration, to annex the 

land that Israel occupies illegally in the West 

Bank. 

We see this latest move by Israel is a further 

step in its strategy of destroying the Palestinian 

state and effectively perpetrating a genocide of 

the Palestinian people. 

Israel’s propaganda machine, which operates 

on a massive level across the world and wields 

much influence in many countries, attempts to 

present the condemnation of Israel’s inhuman 

and monstrous destruction of Palestine and its 

people as anti-Semitism. 

We as the CPS reject anti-Semitism for the 

racism it is. But we also reject the racist and gen-

ocidal Zionist ideology of the Israeli state. Israel 

has waged a war against the peace and freedom 

loving Palestinian population. It pursues an apart-

heid policy against Palestinians, aiming to make 

them second-class quasi citizens within a greater 

state of Israel. 

Israel aims to reduce remaining tracts of Pal-

estinian land, including Gaza, to a sub-Bantustan 

level with no working infrastructure or independ-

ent means of existence. 

The CPS fully supports the intention of the 

Palestinian Authority to declare full statehood 

over all of the West Bank and Gaza, and with 

Jerusalem as its capital, as a means to counter 

the latest moves by Israel seeking to annex Pal-

estinian lands. We urge full solidarity with the just 

cause of the Palestinian people. 

We call for the severance of all diplomatic ties 

between Swaziland and the state of Israel until 

such time as Israel recognises the rights of the 

Palestinian people to statehood on full and equal 

terms with Israel, and ends all acts of aggression, 

annexation of lands, settlement building on Pales-

tinian territory, and discrimination against Pales-

tinians.        

 

INTERNATIONAL 

    LICINISO 

Communist Party of Swaziland 

rejects Trump's and Israel's plan 

aimed at the total annexation of 

Palestinian lands 

Issued 1 July 2020 

Communist Party of Swaziland sup-

ports the struggles of the Zimbabwean 

working class  

Issued 7 August 2020 
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T 
he Communist Party of Swaziland (CPS) sends its deepest 

condolences to the family of Comrade Mandla Thabethe, who 

died on 24 July 2020. He was fondly known among his com-

rades as “Comrade Gogo Mahlalentabeni”. 

The CPS also sends heartfelt condolences to the South African Com-

munist Party, particularly the Chief Albert Luthuli Sub-district where he 

served as the treasurer, as well as to the Tripartite Alliance which he 

served till the end of his life. 

Comrade Gogo was an embodiment of working-class solidarity and 

internationalism. He contributed meaningfully to Swaziland’s struggle for 

freedom, providing resources to the CPS without any financial expectation 

in return for his solidarity. Since the birth of the CPS in 2011, he has al-

ways opened his home for the CPS to hold its activities, even going the 

extra mile to provide his own labour power to ensure the success of all 

CPS activities. Our comrades will also remember him for the personal ad-

vices he gave them – from health to social – and how he was always help-

ful to their personal problems. 

Driven by his genuine love for humanity, Comrade Gogo also under-

took charity work, helping many people with various afflictions, including 

rescuing many young people from homelessness. 

In memory of Comrade Mandla “Gogo Mahlalentabeni” Thabethe, the 

Communist Party of Swaziland calls for the mobilisation of the various 

sectors of Swaziland in a unified struggle against the tinkhundla regime. 

The various people’s organisations must unite and form a strong Libera-

tion Front in the fight for democracy in Swaziland.  

IN MEMORIAM 

Communist Party of Swaziland sends deepest condolences to family and comrades of 

Comrade Mandla “Gogo Mahlalentabeni” Thabethe 

Issued 28 July 2020 
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