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EDITORIAL

T

he novel coronavirus
(Covid-19) has already
made a devastating impact throughout the
world. The signs show that the situation of the exploited masses will
get worse before any positivity begins to show. Notably, countries
that do not rely on the free market
system, in favour of state-led development, have fared better thus far.
The examples are palpable and
have been acknowledged by the
World Health Organisation; from the
People’s Republic of China to the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam all the
way to the Republic of Cuba – all
led by communist parties. In addition, the countries that have a socialist trajectory have been able to
deal with the spread of the virus far
better than those which are grounded on neoliberal capitalism and the
free market generally. While the
United States of America (USA) has
used the spread of the virus to further block Cuba from accessing
vital medical supplies, Cuba has, on
the contrary, offered its solidarity to
the people of the world. These include the deploying of health workers in Covid-devastated Italy and
other countries as well as allowing
the docking, in Cuba, of the Covidhit British cruise ship in March, thus
allowing safe passage of its passengers back home through Cuban
soil. This was after all Britain’s and
the USA’s capitalist allies and puppets in Latin America had refused
to allow the ship to dock.
“To catch the reader's attention, place an

interesting sentence or quote from the story
here.”

Swaziland has not been spared
from the pandemic, as well as its
ravaging effects. On the other hand,
the Mswati autocracy has been exposed further that it has never been
ready for afflictions such as Covid19. Swaziland’s public healthcare
system has virtually collapsed, because the regime has over the
years failed to prioritise healthcare.
Even before the pandemic it was
deepening in crisis and, it appears,
will continue on its downward spiral.
The same applies to the education
system. Only the enrichment of the

monarchy has been prioritised,
along with national security, which
includes money for the security
forces – for the subjugation of the
masses.
The workers were more ready
than the government to confront
the virus. Through their unions,
crucial information pertaining to
the prevention of the virus as well
as necessary medical interventions was widely communicated
while the regime did not have any
clue on the way forward. It took
pressure from the people for the
regime to close down learning
institutions and other public places
in line with lockdown measures. In
April, the nurses had to threaten
court action directing the government to, among other things, supply adequate personal protective
equipment (PPE) to all healthcare
workers. The Lubombo referral
hospital in Siteki has been a nightmare to both patients and
healthcare workers, especially
with inadequate PPE.
While lockdown measures were
necessary, as called for by the
people, the regime has largely
used the lockdown to crush fundamental human rights and silence
the people. There have been
many incidents of police brutality.
At the beginning of June, the royal
police fired live bullets randomly at
children who were playing football
on a dusty field near Gege (a town
in the Shiselweni District of southern Swaziland) and seriously injured one. In another incident on
30 April, a man was arrested for
cooking food for the destitute and,
consequently, many were left to
starve. Consequently, a resident
from Vuvulane (a poverty-stricken
community east of Swaziland in
the Lubombo District) who is on a
wheelchair and living with two
grandchildren, had to face continued hunger, and the regime’s police were not bothered. This happened despite the well-known fact
that the regime has failed to provide relief for the poor – including

those who got retrenched as a
consequence of the stoppage of
many businesses. Countless others have been abused by the royal
police during their travels to and
from work in public transport vehicles. Some of the incidences of
abuse have, of course, been
caused by the confusing messaging from the regime with regard to
the state of lockdown the country
is in at each given point. The regime has used phrases such as
“partial lockdown” to “relaxed partial lockdown”, both of which have
not been clarified to the people. It
has been a chaotic approach to
the pandemic!
All these abuses have gone
without any legal scrutiny from the
regime, unsurprisingly. It is easy to
understand why such brutalities
keep occurring. Swaziland is ruled
by an absolute monarchy. Political
parties remain banned since 12
April 1973 when the late Sobhuza
II, with firm support from the apartheid regime of South Africa, in the
main, repealed the independence
constitution and bestowed all executive, legislative and judicial powers upon himself and vowed to rule
the country through decrees, with
his army and police forces tasked
with ensuring unquestioning obeyance from the people.
The Covid-19 lockdown was
always going to have devastating
effects on the economic situation
of the masses. The most affected
have been workers and poor – in
the cities and towns as well as rural areas. Meanwhile, Mswati’s
children, some of whom were returning from overseas learning institutions, have been quarantined
at the luxurious Royal Villas Hotel
at the expense of the poor taxpayers, connecting with their lecturers
through online platforms, while the
children of the poor have had no
choice but to remain at home and
watch the year waste away, without any alternative.
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Cadres of the Communist Party of Swaziland took
some time to walk around Nhlangano Town in order to
understand how the poor have been impacted by the
lockdown. Although the presentation below is only from
Nhlangano, the state of affairs remains the same in all
the towns and cities; the poor will die of hunger while the
rulers will use the resources of the poor to shield themselves from the consequences of Covid-19 and enrich
themselves even more.

Deserted shoemaker’s place. This side of
Nhlanganotown, in front of the wall, used
to be occupied by shoemakers (or shoemenders). They do not have an idea they
will make a living during and after Covid19.

A police vehicle patrolling the streets to ensure that
vendors are off the streets. These vendors will not
receive any relief from the Mswati autocracy.

Meanwhile, in many parts of Swaziland, the people have
no choice but to collect water left by the rains in potholes
or small poodles, because of the regime’s inefficiency.
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On the 9th Anniversary of the founding of the
Communist Party of Swaziland

T

he Communist Party of
Swaziland (CPS) celebrates nine years since
its founding on 9 April
2011, formally launching the red
flag on Swaziland soil. Since then,
the CPS has strived to unpack the
Swaziland question on a consistent
Marxist-Leninist approach. The Party continues to embed itself within
the mass democratic movement
constantly strengthening itself ideologically, politically, organisationally
and otherwise to be the vanguard of
the working class.
The formation of the CPS was a
necessary contribution to the fight
against the tinkhundla system. Swaziland continues to be ruled by an
absolute monarchy since 12 April
1973, when the late Sobhuza II abrogated the independence constitution and banned all political parties,
organisations and political activities.
Through his 12 April 1973 decree,
Sobhuza usurped all executive legislative and judicial powers, bestowing them on the institution of the
monarchy which would from then on
rule by decree. Today, Mswati III
remains sub-Saharan Africa’s last
absolute monarch.
Sobhuza, together with the
apartheid regime and other capitalists who had materially benefitted
from colonialism, formed the tinkhundla system and they have continued to collaboratively oppress the
people of Swaziland. The founding
of the CPS in 2011 happened at a
decisive moment in the fight against
absolute monarchy rule, capitalism
and imperialism. The tinkhundla
regime will not be defeated unless
the people of Swaziland unite in a
decisive revolutionary struggle for
the total dismantling of the tinkhundla system, including the absolute monarchy, as well as against
capitalism and imperialism.

Issued 9 April 2020
Tribute to revolutionaries
we have lost
Like every struggle, the Swaziland struggle is bound to lose
some of its cadres through death.
The CPS also lost one of its best
cadres in 2019, Comrade Njabulo
Dlamini, fondly known among his
comrades as “Njefire”. Comrade
Njabulo Dlamini died on 23 May
2019, scarcely two weeks before
his 33rd birthday. He was the International Organiser of the CPS.
He was deeply loved by the oppressed people of Swaziland for
his undisputable commitment in
the fight against the Mswati autocracy. His memory continues to live
among CPS members and all the
oppressed people of Swaziland.
His contribution to the revolution
continues to inspire more young
people to rise up and fight against
the regime.
The CPS sends tributes to all
the revolutionaries who have died
over the years. Their fight was
never in vain, and the CPS will
ensure that their contribution is
never forgotten.

The People’s call: Mswati
Must Fall!
In July 2019, the CPS opened
up a discussion on the armed
struggle as a possible and necessary decisive tool through which
the tinkhundla regime can be
fought. The CPS made its contribution through a brief introduction
titled “Towards a framework for
developing armed struggle”. Our
contribution evoked widespread
conversations among the people
on the need for an armed uprising
against the tinkhundla regime.
Communists do not conceal their
aims as well as the intended future
of the revolution. The conversation
on the armed struggle was opened
up strategically to broaden the

consciousness of the oppressed
people, but without betraying tactics of implementation. The results
of the discussion on the armed
struggle had an impact on the various struggles of the people, particularly among the workers and students.
The
Swaziland
struggle
reached a new level of intensity in
late 2019 when the people made a
decisive call for the fall of the dictator, Mswati, uniting under the campaign #MswatiMustFall! The CPS
supported this call and campaigned for its deepening, calling
for a national uprising against the
autocracy. The actions of the absolute monarchy had proved time
and again, even to the most conservative elements, that Mswati is
beyond rehabilitation and that the
absolute monarchy cannot be reformed but must be overthrown.
Unsurprisingly, this decisive call
of the people was betrayed by
counterrevolutionary elements who
weakened the call, reducing it to a
reformist call for a dialogue with
the oppressor. This was preceded
by the nudging-out of workers’ unions, along with other organisations – such as faith-based and
civil society organisations – from
actively leading this call, with only
the Political Party Assembly being
the one left to drive the narrative.
Due to this, the active and democratic participation of the people,
through their various organisations, was negated.
The freedom of the people cannot be negotiated. Neither can it be
a result of any dialogue with the
oppressor, especially because the
tinkhundla regime has shown that
it is unwilling to engage in any principled dialogue towards democracy. In any event, no oppressor has
ever willingly given up power.
Freedom has always been the result of a decisive fight waged by
the oppressed people against their
4
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oppressors.
The CPS reiterates its call made
in 2011 in its Founding Statement,
that, “We do not want to see the
monarchic autocracy reformed or
dressed in democratic trappings to
appease the liberal sensibilities of
any interest group or the international community.” The CPS seeks
a revolutionary transformation of
society, occasioned by the end of
the oppression and exploitation of
one by another.

Workers’ struggles and
the need to strengthen
TUCOSWA
The CPS has continued to work
hard to strengthen workers’ unions,
with the objective of building one
union in every industry and one
workers’ federation in Swaziland.
Unity among workers is one of the
most important elements to defeat
the tinkhundla system and capitalism. The CPS continues to work
closely with unions and the Trade
Union Congress of Swaziland
(TUCOSWA). Party cadres also
continue to work the ground to ensure the continuous strengthening
of TUCOSWA – ideologically, organisationally and otherwise.

Attacks of student activism
by the regime through
learning institutions
The regime continues to suppress students’ right to education,
peaceful assembly, association and
protest. During the course of 2019,
various tertiary institutions of learning were shut down by the regime
every time students raised issues
related to the struggle for free quality education and other human
rights.
The suppression of students by
the regime reached its pivot in November 2019 when the Vice Chancellor of the Southern Africa Nazarene University shut down the institution and arbitrarily suspended
many students as well as the entire
Student Representative Council.
This followed peaceful students’

protest actions where the royal
police brutalised students, shooting one of the students, Phephile
Sifundza, and injuring many others. Phephile Sifundza consequently had to miss her December
examinations after a long hospital
stay. Like her, the rest of the suspended students also missed their
exams and remained banned from
the university even when the university’s disciplinary committee
found most of them not guilty.

Global spread of the coronavirus
Swaziland has not remained
immune to the coronavirus disease (COVID-19). Workers have
been at the forefront of combating
the further spread of the disease,
though, as has often happened in
other healthcare-related matters,
the fight has been betrayed by the
incompetence of Mswati’s government. The fight against the COVID
-19 pandemic should be bound up
with the struggle for a quality
healthcare system in Swaziland,
which should also be in the context of the fight to dismantle the
oppressive regime.

CPS has never postponed nor suspended any of its activities. It has
consistently held two annual political schools – Winter School and
Summer School – as well as national conferences and congresses
without fail, notwithstanding limited
resources. This level of consistency, never seen before in the Swaziland struggle, has been able to
define the CPS as a trusted and
reliable revolutionary vanguard.
The global spread of the COVID
-19, along with the imposition of
necessary restrictions, has forced
the CPS Central Committee to
postpone the Party’s 4th National
Congress until further notice. This
postponement, however, does not
mean the postponement or suspension of the struggle for freedom
in Swaziland.

The struggle continues!
Democracy Now!

While Mswati and his family
have been quarantined in luxurious palaces and expensive hotels,
fully funded by the public purse,
the people of Swaziland have
been left on their own. The role
played by Mswati’s government
has only helped to expose the reality of a collapsed healthcare system. It is clear to everyone now
that Mswati’s government is concealing the facts on the real
spread of the pandemic in Swaziland. This is unsurprising since the
regime has managed to survive
since 1973 partly through keeping
its dirty oppressive secrets while
the people get ravaged by disease, with public hospitals and
clinics unable to provide basic
medication for the people.
CPS 4th National Congress
postponed amid spread of the
COVID-19
Since its founding in 2011, the

LICINISO
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Communist Party of Swaziland on realities of the COVID 19 in Swaziland
Issued 15 April 2020

T

he Communist Party of
Swaziland urges all our
people in Swaziland to
abide by the basic rules of
a comprehensive lockdown, together
with physical distancing, hand washing, and avoidance of all social, cultural and other events.
It is essential that our country takes
on board the same strategy that South
Africa has adopted and that we realise
that the fight against the coronavirus
(Covid-19) pandemic is a matter that
intrinsically places the countries of our
near region in the same boat.
Having said that, our country faces
specific vulnerabilities that must urgently be taken into account and which
make the process of carrying out the
lockdown subject to careful monitoring
and response.
The partial lockdown imposed by
the Mswati regime is a grossly insufficient measure that is not aimed at protecting the most vulnerable of our people – which is the majority of our citizens, the poor and those whose health
has been compromised by other epidemic diseases.
Mswati, true to his policy of enriching and protecting the royal elite and
the rest of the Swazi ruling class, has
responded to the Covid-19 pandemic
as if the majority of our people do not
exist. In a country such as ours, and
given its small population and small
geographical space, it should have
been relatively easy to put the interests of the entire population first
through swift proactive measures.
The most revolutionary thing our
comrades can now do is to use all
available methods to further the protection of the people. There is no suspension of struggle due to the disease;
only changed circumstances.
If the regime will not institute a
proper lockdown to protect the people
and slow the rate of infection, communists and all those who count themselves as part of the progressive
movement must inform, enlighten and
support our people in observing the
basic comprehensive lockdown rules

referred to above.

archy has the money!

We must also ready people for the
fact that the impact of the Covid-19
pandemic - globally, regionally in the
southern African area, and within our
own small country - will be a total
game-changer. We do not yet know
how this will play out, only that in an
overall context it will see a massive
global recession that will make the
2008 (ongoing) recession seem like a
happy upturn.

We must also lobby beyond our
borders, to solicit help from the
AU, SADC and from our neighbour South Africa to pressure the
Swazi regime to be fully a part of
and in line with their strategising
on how to manage the pandemic.
We particularly need support for
how to manage the situation of our
people who have their health compromised by HIV and/or TB. Swaziland has the highest rates of
these diseases in the world, and
we desperately need a strategy for
how to cope with the Covid-19
pandemic in our national context.
Lobbying for this too is revolutionary work and is the duty of our
Party and the working class organisations we belong to.

We must also be ready for the fact
that the pandemic will affect Swaziland particularly severely. As we see
in South Africa, the lockdown there
has slowed the rate of infection. But
epidemiologists reckon that this will
merely buy time before the rate of
infection greatly increases in the population. A similar scenario would appear likely for Swaziland. The ability
to slow the rate of infection now and
in the coming months is essential in
order for us to prepare for when
Covid-19 spreads more rapidly. This
will buy us time, and in that time we
need to force the regime and the Ministry of Health to prepare the country
as far as possible to institute testing
for the virus and to provide the right
response to infections (initially isolation followed when needed by treatment).
The CPS calls on all progressive
organisations in Swaziland, particularly TUCOSWA and its affiliates, to
pressure the regime and the Ministry
of Health to respond properly to the
pandemic. Why is it that the ministry
fails to post daily updates on its website (the last one was published on 23
March!). Already one death is recorded today, and the regime is silent
about that. Mankayane Government
Hospital health workers’ meeting to
discuss solutions was disrupted by
police. The issue under discussion
was lack of personal protective clothing. Working class organisations must
make their voice heard loud and clear
to demand that the regime diverts
sufficient money to completely upgrade the response to the pandemic.
The regime has the money. The mon-

We are in totally uncharted territory concerning the immediate
future of our country. For years,
the Mswati regime has been slowly rotting away, active only in
keeping the bare essentials of our
country functioning to enrich the
elite. We need now to look towards a situation where, even further mired in crisis, the regime will
impose ever more brutal tactics to
hold on to power, or even where it
will try to siphon even more cash
out of the country as an insurance
policy for a future decampment to
Dubai or some other haven. In
that case we will need to work with
all democratic forces to create an
interim administration capable of
creating a transition to democracy
and free and fair elections.
As CPS and as a progressive
force, we need to keep these multi
-perspectives in clear view as we
map out the way ahead. It is impossible to spell out what scenario
we will face during the rest of this
year and into 2021. But we must
be alert to all possibilities and
show maturity and a readiness to
act in wholly unexpected conditions and situations.

LICINISO
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Save our people, save our future: Force the Mswati regime
to act now to fight Covid-19; Organise and coordinate to
fight the pandemic

T

he Communist Party of
Swaziland is concerned
at the complete lack of
coherence,
coordination, professionalism, and efficiency
on the part of the regime in its handling of the Covid-19 pandemic.
The crisis is increasingly impacting
Swaziland, and on an almost hourly
basis we are reminded the regime
is wholly incapable of dealing with
the national disaster that the pandemic represents.
Since instituting a partial lockdown of the country on 27 March,
the Mswati regime has singularly
failed to adequately track and test
for the spread of the virus. And the
fact that the lockdown has been
partial has meant that the spread of
infections can hardly be measured.
A lockdown needs to be as comprehensive as possible if it is to be effective, and even then it is impossible to halt the spread of the virus. It
can only be slowed. Slowing the
rate of infection is crucially important.
But the regime has not been
nearly rigorous enough to ensure
that the lockdown would affect all
but essential services. Instead it left
the window open for businesses to
continue operations, effectively creating an enormous gap in the lockdown, undermining its impact.
Now, it is talking about easing
lockdown restrictions! And the Ministry of Commerce, Industry and
Trade has issued a list of businesses categorised as low, medium and
high risk in terms of their potential
to enable the spread of the coronavirus. The lists make little sense
because the terms of the lockdown
have not aimed at being comprehensive. Businesses have been
allowed to operate anyway. The
ministry has announced that the
partial lockdown will be eased starting 19 April. At the same time, we
have been told that the measure will

Issued 17 April 2020
be extended into May.
The regime has been working
overtime to boast that it is instituting testing and training operations
to check for the spread of the
coronavirus and to prepare health
workers for dealing with people
who are infected.
The truth is that the situation is
totally chaotic. At the Raleigh
Fitkin Memorial (RFM) Hospital,
Manzini, provision of personal protective equipment has been inadequate and uneven, testing has
been infrequent, often replaced by
largely
ineffectual
‘riskassessment’, only wards and departments where cases of Covid19 have been suspected have
been fumigated, instead of fumigating the entire hospital, no
emergency strategic programme
has been enacted by the hospital
management even now, several
weeks after Mswati declared a
state of disaster.
No national emergency or disaster coordinating committee exists for spearheading the national
response to the pandemic. Instead, decisions apparently come
from Mswati, who hasn’t been
seen in weeks. The hopeless
monarch was himself rumoured to
be sick with Covid-19, something
vehemently denied by his prime
minister. We can only conclude
that Mswati is scared out of his
wits of emerging from whichever
of his palaces he’s hiding in. In his
absence, his inept and useless
ministers are running around like
headless chickens unsure of what
to do next and incapable of issuing
authoritative and definitive instructions.
Swaziland is being exposed for
what it is: a bumbling fiefdom devoted to enriching the monarch
and the rest of the elite, where the
departments of government and

the substance of policy are little
more than window dressing. When
disaster strikes the state is incapable of responding as it should.
This is why it is up to trade unions, NGOs, churches, progressive
organisations, the CPS and others
to step up to the plate and provide
as much information and guidance
to the people as possible – even in
the face of likely violent reaction by
the regime.
We must all put as much pressure as possible on the regime to
act strategically to ensure that hospitals are safe and properly
equipped, that the lockdown is
made effective, that testing equipment is procured – and overall that
the rate of infection is slowed as
much as possible to buy us
enough time to prepare for the likely eventual persistent spread of the
pandemic.

Save our people, save our
future!
This is our slogan for the challenge that we all face. We must
force the government to act to improve its response and strategy,
and where it is absent, we must
coordinate and lobby and negotiate with hospital managements
directly and inform the people on
how best to stay safe.

LICINISO
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Communist Party of Swaziland’s May Day message: Let us unite in
struggle against tinkhundla capitalism, establish true democracy to
end all social miseries
Issued 1 May 2020

T

he Communist Party of
Swaziland (CPS) greets
the workers of Swaziland and the world in
the struggle against all forms of oppression and exploitation, for the
establishment of a new world order
free from poverty, disease and all
forms of social ills.
This year’s May Day is celebrated under trying times when the
world is engulfed by the Covid-19
pandemic. This pandemic has
caused much distress to the working class and will continue to affect
negatively the working class people
more than the capitalist ruling class.
A post-pandemic Swaziland and
world will have to be completely
different if we are to overcome the
impact of the pandemic. Only the
socialisation of our societies, i.e. by
building socialism will make them
sustainable and able to cope with
the effects of future health threats –
for example by having robust wellfunded, free public health systems
and by having comprehensive social security systems.
Capitalism is unable to provide
these, as the neoliberal diktat places profit over human need. Neoliberal capitalism is the reason why
most capitalist countries have been
hopelessly ill-prepared in confronting the pandemic.
Health workers in Swaziland are
the most affected in the present
statistics of the virus infection. The
entire working class is consequently
the most devastated socially as all
the necessary measures to curb the
spread completely hold back the life
patterns of the poor in our country.
The crisis has brought to the fore
the acute crisis of tinkhundla capitalism in its form as an autocracy.
Without a comprehensive and allround mobilisation to bring down
the Mswati autocracy, all effort to

save the lives of the people
against the virus, will be less effective. Our experience is that,
whilst the pandemic has put to test
the health capacity of countries, in
Swaziland it found an already collapsed health system.
The precautions measured to
curb the spread only helped the
regime consolidate political repression. The lockdown in Swaziland is more an instrument of human rights abuse and suppression
of political opposition than to help
facilitate the noble lockdown restrictions of life saving.
The workers in Swaziland have
been subjected to unprecedented
levels of oppression, exploitation
and subsequently impoverishment. The limited rights to organise and unionize, to protest and
bargain, have all gone along since
the 1973 state of emergency. This
has gone too long.

cial devastations that have persisted in our society for quite too long.
Let this be the decade of our
democratic victory. Let us continue
to work closely in solidarity to deny
Covid-19 any ability to end our
lives. Let us not make Mswati and
his governing elite to celebrate as
the virus ambushes our population.
The Mswati dictatorship and
Covid-19 are equal enemies, let us
defeat both!

Long live workers’ unity!
Long live TUCOSWA!

Democracy Now!

The CPS therefore calls upon
all the workers of Swaziland to
unite under the Trade Union Congress of Swaziland (TUCOSWA)
to fight to achieve democracy in
Swaziland. The unity of workers
in our country is our priority now in
order to achieve the goal of democracy so desperately needed.
Further, the CPS calls for all in
the pro-democracy movement to
work decisively for the unity of the
entire oppressed people of our
country. The struggle for democracy supersedes all what occupies
our activities now.
We call upon all Party activists
to continue to intensify activism
towards organising workers and
the
working-class
population
throughout the country. Our message is simple: Let us organise to
overturn tinkhundla dictatorship
and bring Swaziland to the path of
democracy which will end the so-
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Communist Party of Swaziland’s statement on International Nurses’ Day
Issued 12 May 2020

T

he Communist Party of Swaziland
(CPS) in celebration of International Nurses’ Day, the 200th anniversary of the birth of Florence Nightingale, pays tribute to all the nurses in recognition of their role in preserving human life. Nurses are the most vulnerable in the time of Covid19 as they are the ones who have to directly
face with patients, often without adequate personal protective equipment in the case of Swaziland.
In Swaziland, nurses have dedicated themselves to serving the people notwithstanding
the deplorable state of public clinics and hospitals overflowing with patients, who are also victims of the collapsed healthcare system. The
Mswati regime manipulates the nurses’ solemn
pledge to serve humanity by overworking them
as well as deliberately exposing them to diseases. The regime has failed to provide the
nursing community with proper medical equipment over the decades. Nurses continue to be
heavily exploited by the regime and also face
intolerable working conditions. These are the
signs of an uncaring and inhumane system.

the minimum recommended by the World
Health Organisation. This makes the overworking of nurses an inevitable reality.
The fight for free quality healthcare for all
must be bound up with the fight for a democratic Swaziland, for the tinkhundla regime is
incapable of delivering on the healthcare
needs of the people. Only a democratic government can ever be capable of placing the
healthcare needs of the people at the centre
of its agenda, and not a select royal clique as
it happens today. Thus, the fight against the
tinkhundla regime cannot be suspended
merely because of the reality of the Covid-19
pandemic.
The CPS calls for the more democratic
voices in defence of the rights of nurses and
all healthcare workers. The people have
made a clear call for the fall of the dictator,
sub-Saharan Africa’s last absolute monarch,
thus revolutionary forces must bend together
in a united decisive battle for the dismantling
of the entire tinkhundla system and creation
of a people’s democracy.

While the people of Swaziland desperately
need the improvement of the healthcare system, the regime continues to spend on the lavish lifestyle of Mswati and his family. The
regime’s hiring-freeze policy is one of the direct
causes of the country’s failure to deal with the
Covid-19. As a result, Swaziland’s ratio of 1.69
medical staff per 1000 patients falls far below
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Issued 30 March 2020

T

he Communist and
Workers' Parties are
positioned with responsibility before our peoples. We are here! We are present
at the forefront of the struggle to
immediately take all necessary
measures to protect the health and
safeguard the rights of the working
class and the popular strata everywhere!

capitalism and highlights the superiority and timeliness of socialism
and central scientific planning
based on popular needs, which
can secure primary healthcare and
prevention, hospitals, medical and
nursing staff, medicine, laboratories, medical exams and everything else needed to meet the constant as well as any emergency
health needs of the people.

We extend our heartfelt thanks
to the doctors, nurses, the hospital
and health units personnel that are
fighting this battle facing great difficulties.

The pre-existing slowdown in
world economy is now being furtherly reinforced by the spread of
the coronavirus and increasing the
risk of a new crisis in the coming
period. In spite of the propaganda
about "unity", governments in the
service of the big capital focus
their financial measures on the
support of monopoly groups and
will once again seek to throw the
burden of the crisis on the workers
and the other popular strata. The
workers and the peoples cannot
and must not pay again!

We express our solidarity with
those affected by the CoVID-19
pandemic and wish them speedy
recovery from the disease.
We salute the countries that
develep solidarity actions with the
most affected countries, such as the
sending of protective materials and
health professionals from countries
such as China, Cuba and Russia,
actions that are in stark contast to
the absence of the European Union.
The CoVID-19 pandemic tragically proves the huge shortages of
health systems in all capitalist countries that were known before the
outbreak of the coronavirus. These
shortages did not occur accidentally, they are the result of the antipeople's policy pursued by governments in the service of the big capital to commercialize and privatize
health, to support the profitability of
monopoly groups. This policy undermines the great scientific and
technological capabilities available
today to meet all prevention and
healthcare needs of the people.
Today's experience reveals the
anti-social and parasitic nature of

"Individual responsibility" cannot be used as a pretext to cover
state and government responsibility. Today, taking the necessary
measures also requires the struggle of the peoples against the policy of supporting the monopoly
groups, which sacrifices the satisfaction of the needs and the health
of the peoples at the altar of capitalist profitability.
The Communist and Workers'
parties demand that all necessary
measures be taken immediately to
address the epidemic, including
the following:
- Immediate strengthening of public health systems by state funding, recruitment of full-time medical and nursing staff with full labor

rights. Meeting all the needs of
Intensive Care Units (ICUs) and
the infrastructure needed for the
full functioning of public healthcare
and research services.
- Immediate provision of all necessary means of protection (masks,
gloves, antiseptics, etc.) by the
state to the people free of charge
and fight against profiteering. Provision of all protection measures to
all healthcare personnel giving
this battle at the hospitals with sacrifices and at their own cost.
- Protection of the income and
rights of the working-popular strata. To put a brake on the unaccountability of the capital that under the guise of the CoVID-19 epidemic proceeds to massive redundancies and tries to furtherly trample over wage rights, working time,
leave from work, and other labor
rights. Immediate action to protect
workers in the workplace.
- No to any curtailment of the democratic rights of the peoples under
the pretext of the coronavirus.
- End all sanctions and measures
of economic exclusion, which in
this situation are even more unjust
and criminal and make the life of
the peoples in the countries they
turn against to even more difficult.
To take all necessary measures to
protect the health and life of the
peoples.
- We say no to imperialist interventions and military exercises, such
as those of NATO, and demand
that public resources be redirected
to support the needs of the peoples, such as the financing of public health and social security systems.
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Issued 22 April 2020

W

e honour the great
revolutionary leader V.I. Lenin, we
are committed to
continuing his work! The Communist and Workers' Parties, which
co-sign this Joint Statement, would
like also in this way to honour a
great revolutionary and theorist of
scientific socialism, Vladimir Ilyich
Lenin, as April 22 marks the 150th
anniversary of his birth.

E

specially in the current
conditions, and while
the pandemic of Covid19 is spreading, tragically demonstrating the great shortages of health systems in capitalist
countries as well as the anti-social
and parasitic nature of the capitalist
system, in the face of the new crisis, the burdens of which will be
again put on the workers' shoulders,
the aggressive nature of capitalism
and the escalation of imperialist
competitions, which pose new dangers to peace and peoples, we feel
an even greater need to refer to the
historical physiognomy of V.I. Lenin.
A personality that dedicated his life
to the cause of the working class
and other popular strata, to the
struggle for the abolition of exploitation and the construction of the socialist society.

W

e honour V.I. Lenin
as the founder of
the contemporary
working-class party, the "party of a new type", which
was firmly separated from the opportunism and apostasy of the old
social-democratic parties. Such was
the Bolshevik Party, which was at
the forefront of the class struggle of
the proletariat and the other oppressed strata of Russia. Lenin's

party led Russia's working class to
victory by overthrowing the exploiting classes and establishing the
dictatorship of the proletariat, the
workers' and peasants' government, in the service of the interests of the many, the exploited
and the oppressed. V.I. Lenin defined and substantiated the leading role of the Communist Party,
not only in establishing workers'
power but also in constructing socialism.

W

e honour V.I.
Lenin as the theorist who, taking
into account the
particular reality, further developed
the constituent parts of Marxism,
i.e. philosophy, political economy,
and scientific communism. As an
opponent of any opportunistic and
revisionist distortion of revolutionary theory and practice, dogmatism, sectarianism, and parliamentary illusions, without denying the
intervention through the parliament.

H

is works, such as
"What the friends of
the people are and
how they fight the
Social-Democrats", "The Development of Capitalism in Russia",
"What Is to Be Done", "Two Tactics of Social-Democracy in the
Democratic
Revolution",
"Materialism
and
EmpirioCriticism", "Marxism and Revisionism", "The Collapse of the Second
International",
"Socialism
and
War", "On the Slogan for the United
States
of
Europe",
"Imperialism, the Highest Stage of
Capitalism", "The State and Revolution", "The April Theses", "LeftWing Communism: An Infantile

Disorder", "The Immediate Tasks
of the Soviet Government", and
"The Great Initiative" are milestones in the propagation and development of Marxism and revolutionary struggle. Lenin's valuable
theoretical work is still timely and
serves as a beacon for the ideological-political education and action of every new generation of
revolutionaries.

W

e honour V.I. Lenin as the leader of
the Great October
Socialist Revolution, which about a century ago
shook the world. The victorious
revolution illuminated the power of
the class struggle, the power of the
exploited and the oppressed -when
they take the case of their interests
into their own hands and turn the
wheel of history forward- in the
direction of social liberation. The
October flame led and accelerated
the establishment of a number of
Communist
and
revolutionary
Workers' parties. Lenin had an
insightful strategic ability and skilfully handled alliances, abilities
that he devoted to the cause of the
socialist revolution.

W

e honour V.I. Lenin as the leader of
the world's first
socialist
state,
which for the first time established
workers' power based on new revolutionary institutions, such as the
Soviets, sought the economic functioning of society on a new basis,
the basis of the satisfaction of contemporary people's needs and the
multi-faceted free development of
all people, not the profitability of
the few. The USSR, the first socialist state in the world, which was
11
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realized with the special contribution of V.I. Lenin, brought to the fore
new unprecedented economic, social, political, and cultural achievements for the working class and the
wider popular strata that had a profound effect on historical progressive developments around the
world. It was a support to the peoples in the struggle for socialism
and peace.

W

e honour V.I. Lenin
as the great internationalist,
the
leader who raised
the flag of proletarian internationalism against the treacherous attitude
of the Second International during
the imperialist World War I, opposed bourgeois nationalism and
other bourgeois views such as the
cosmopolitanism of the capital, and
led the establishment of the Third
Communist International, which
made a major contribution to the
international labour and communist
movement and today is a basic
source for drawing useful lessons
from the experience it accumulated
through its action. Lenin's positions
on colonialism led the Communists

to understand the issue of colonies and inspired them to lead the
anti-colonial struggles, both in colonial countries and colonies.

W

e honour V.I.
Lenin as the tireless and consistent opponent
of the imperialist war, the defender
of peoples' struggle for national
and social liberation, social justice,
peace, and socialism. The counter
-revolution and capitalist restoration cannot conceal the achievements of Socialism. The disasters
and injustice we are experiencing,
the acute problems and the suffering of the working class, the smallmiddle strata, the peasantry and
the peoples overall caused by
capitalist exploitation and oppression, emphasize the necessity and
timeliness of socialism all over the
world.

forces that serve the interests of
the capital against V.I. Lenin to the
workers and the youth. We struggle for the continuation of his work;
we are committed to continue defending and propagating his legacy
and we call on the workers and the
people to learn from it.

T

he Communist and
Workers' Parties denounce the wave of
silence as well as the
reactionary and anti-communist
distortion that has been unleashed
around the world by the political
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fascism and in unleashing the war,
and whitewash and rehabilitate fascism, while destroying the monuments and memory of the liberating
Soviet
army,
promoting
anticommunism and criminalizing communists and other anti-fascists;

T

Issued 22 April 2020

he victory over Nazifascism in the Second
World War is a major
event in History, the
memory of which must be preserved and defended in the face of
repeated attempts at historical falsification aimed at making us forget
the decisive role played by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, by
the communists and by anti-fascists
from around the world.

- Pay tribute to all those who
gave their lives on the battlefields
against the Nazi-fascist hordes and
in particular to the heroism of the
resistance movements and antifascist fighters and to the heroic Soviet people and Red Army, led by
the Communist Party, whose contribution, written in heroic pages such
as the battles of Moscow, Leningrad
and Stalingrad, was decisive for the
Victory over barbarism;

Generated by capitalism, Nazifascism was the most violent and
terroristic manifestation of monopoly capital. It was responsible for the
outbreak of this war of aggression
and plunder that caused close to 75
million deaths, of which approximately 27 million were Soviet citizens, and for the immeasurable
suffering and horror of the Nazi concentration camps. The peoples can
also not forget dark pages, such as
the atomic bombings of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki by the USA, without
any military justification, which represented a display of power and of
their world-wide hegemonistic ambitions.

- Consider that the Victory over
Nazi Germany and its allies in the
Anti-Comintern Pact was achieved
thanks to the decisive contribution of
the USSR, to the class nature of the
Soviet power with the participation of
the masses of the people, to the
leading role of the Communist Party,
to the superiority which was displayed by the Socialist system. That
victory is an enormous historical legacy of the revolutionary movement;

The Second World War (19391945) was the result of increasingly
acute inter-imperialist contradictions
and, at the same time, of the intention to destroy the first Socialist
State, the USSR, which was namely
expressed in the support and connivance of the United Kingdom,
France and the United States with
the rearmament and expansionist
ambition of Nazi Germany.
In commemorating the 75th anniversary of the historic Victory on
May 9, 1945, the undersigned communist and workers' parties, certain
in the knowledge that they portray
the feelings and aspirations of workers and peoples from all over the
world:

- Value the outstanding advances
in the social and national emancipation of the workers and peoples that
the Victory and the resulting advancement of the forces of social
progress and peace made possible,
extending the sphere of socialism
within the countries of Europe, Asia
and Latin America, creating the conditions for the advance of the labour
movement in capitalist countries, the
sweeping development of the national liberation movement and the
resulting liquidation of colonial empires;
- Denounce and condemn the
campaigns that aim to belittle, distort
and even deny, the role of the USSR
and of the communists in the defeat
of Nazi-fascism and also to unjustly
and falsely blame the Soviet Union
for starting the Second World War,
to expunge the responsibilities of big
capital and the governments at its
service in the promotion and rise of

- Denounce and condemn the
EU’s anti-communist resolutions
and the slanderous historical falsification which attempts to equate socialism with the fascist monster;
- Warn that the most reactionary
and aggressive sectors of imperialism are increasingly viewing fascism and war as a “way out” of the
deepening crisis of the capitalist
system, whose inhuman character
becomes particularly obvious when,
even in the face of the very serious
epidemic outbreak of Covid-19, imperialism, the USA, NATO, the EU
and its allies capitalist powers, continue a criminal policy of blockades
and aggressions against countries
and peoples;
- Consider that the struggle for
peace, social progress and socialism are inseparable; and make a
commitment to seek a stronger
common action of the working class,
of the workers and peoples of the
world, of the political forces engaged in blocking the path to fascism and in the struggle against imperialism, imperialist aggressions
and a new war of tragic proportions.
The situation with which the
workers and peoples of the world
are confronted underlines the importance of strengthening the struggle against imperialism, for the sovereignty of the peoples and the independence of States, for the rights
of the workers and peoples, as leading forward to the revolutionary
overcoming of the capitalist system,
a system which breeds fascism,
war, the injustices, dangers and
contradictions of the present. As it
was 75 years ago, it is today the
struggle of the communists and all
those facing capitalist exploitation
and oppression that will open the
way for the future for Humanity.
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Communist Party of Swaziland supports calls for the end of atrocities committed by Cameroonian military on the Southern Cameroons people
Issued 26 June 2020

T

he Communist Party of
Swaziland (CPS) condemns the continued
atrocities committed on
the people of the South Cameroons
(Ambazonia) by the Cameroonian
government and its security forces.
A former British mandate, the people of Ambazonia have for decades
been denied their right to selfdetermination. The region has been
characterised by the systematic
burning down of entire villages, targeted kidnapping and killing of human rights activists, the rape and
killing of women, men and children,
by the Cameroon military. The government has in some instances shut
down the internet in attempts to
hide the atrocities.
The CPS calls for the working
class of the world to unite in calls
for the halting of human rights violations in the region. The CPS also
supports calls for the United Nations Security Council to mandate
an Independent International Fact
Finding Mission on this conflict and
for the African Union to actively resolve the conflict.
Since September 2016, the
Cameroon military has carried out a
systematic and ruthless military
campaign against the minority Ambazonian communities. Initiated in
2016 to suppress peaceful demonstrations for the rights of the populations in the regions, the campaign
has relentlessly violated international human rights law. These include,
among others, the burning down of
more than 400 villages by the Cameroon military – along with the burning of the old and the sick in their
own homes in some cases. The
military has forced tens of thousands to seek refuge in neighbouring Nigeria, and internally displaced
close to a million people. In March
2019, the United Nations reported
that about 4 million people in the
region had been affected by the
conflict.

The Cameroonian government
and its military have ignored all
calls for an end to the atrocities
committed by its soldiers in the
region, including ignoring a call
from the African Union’s Special
Rapporteur on Human Rights on
Cameroon to:

can Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights. The Communist Party
of Swaziland thus also calls upon
the Commission to engage in practical programs of action for these
atrocities committed upon the Ambazonian people to end.

1. Investigate the alleged killings,
rapes, inhumane treatment and
human rights violations on peaceful protesters by the riot police,
elements of the gendarmerie, the
military and the BIR in Bamenda,
Buea and Kumba;
2. Immediately end the alleged
violence against civilians and take
necessary steps to ensure that the
human rights of its citizens and all
its inhabitants are respected;
3. Uphold the right to freedom of
expression, assembly,
4. Cease all arbitrary arrests and
detention; and
5. Release all individuals unlawfully arrested during the protest.
In the months that followed
there were peaceful protests by
the people in the region, countered by more vicious persecution
of peaceful protesters by the Cameroonian government.
The violent suppression of the
voices of Ambazonians is clearly
systematic and will not end without
united decisive action from all
peace-loving people across the
world. The Communist Party of
Swaziland calls for the African
Union to also play a decisive leadership role in the conflict. The African Commission on Human and
Peoples' Rights has the duty to
promote and protect human rights
within the African continent. Cameroon is a State Party to the Afri-
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